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it dida't get
the attention it
deserved.

A new com-
puter  network
designed to be-
come an easier
parAmpE for
Southeast
Michigan  resi-
dents to cruise
onin the infor-

mation super-
highway was
horn Oct. 21
It's called
PALNFET. for
Paetredl Arca
)ihary Network,
and vouw'll be
hearing more
ahout it as it be-
comes more

fully operational
hy 2000

In the mean-
time. DAULNET,
Wayne State
University  and
Ameritech
Library Services
penned an
agreement  es-
tablishing a
technical Inirastructure for the
new network, which is a makeover
ol the current older DALNET B-
brary consortia.

DALNET is a uniquely diverse
consortium, made up of 21 -
brarles, Including public, commu-
nity college, university, medical,
law and art llbraries locdted
throughout Southeast Michligan.
This consortlum will team with
Ametitech ta build the hub using
Ameritech Library  Services’
award-winnlug online library av-
tomation system, Horlzon, and an
Ameritech high speed data com-
munications network with public
access.

“The Southeast Michigan
Information Hub 1s designed to
serve people throughout the
seven-county Detroit regional area
in their lilelong educational, cul-
tural, research. professional and
creative endeavors,” sald Patricia
Senin Rretvik. DALNET president
and dean of the Wayne State
University Library System.

*it will enable DALNET llbrarles
to reach beyond the walls of the
library and dellver text, images,
sound and video to the desktop
level and eventually to public
kiosks."

Breivik is the author of
“Information Literacy: Educating
Children lor the 2ist Century,” a
scholarly tome that examines how
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{{1.ibrary Network Keeps

people learn and how Amerlcans
are coping with — or are other-
wise being overwhelmed by — the
online information glut now flood-
Ing our soclety.

Brelvik preaches resource-
based iearning to promote Inlor-
mation lteracy, or, the ablilty to
critically analyze and use Infor-
mation rather just necessarily hav-
ing access to a data base. She
clted the fact that there are 40,000
web sites dedicated to the "med-
ical” lield slone and that, theo-
retically, DALNET will eventually
be able to help navigate a glven
user to get where they need to go
In the shortest amount of time.

Another curlous problem with
ondine dstabase access that
Brelvik cited Is that the “local”™ has
been sacriliced for “glabal” so that

‘it's still difficult for Southeast

Michigan computer users lo find,
say, speciiic Detrolt-related Inlor-
matlon about small business start-
ups or the best Detroit medical
resources to combat breast can-
cer of prostate cancer.

Where DALNET Is diiferent, ac-
cording to Brelvik, Is that it will
not only offer access to traditional
university- and public-level Wbrary
resources, but also resources
aboul economic development,
health care, social services and re-
iated locs! metro Detrolt commu-
oity (nlormation. That's why
DALNET's slogan s “Local

Patricia Senn Brelvik, Is also pre
sortlum of area lbrary computer networks promoting local and global on-line access.

Information — Global Reach.”

Brelvik and other DALNET ex-
ecutives described the system as
belng the first of Its type and, they
hope, perhaps even a model com-
puter system for the rest of the
nation.

To access the fledgling DALNET
system, visit the on-line access
point through the University ol
Detrolt Mercy's computer system
at www.udmer-cy/edufhtmis-/aca-
demics/library/ims or otherwise
contact Rachel Huber of Wayne
State University at (313) 5774149
or emall her at abi6218-
wayne.edu.
DALNET's viston is anchored by
Industry-leading library automsa-
lion technology from Ameritech
Library Services of Prova, Utah, a
subsidiary of Ameritech Corp. ALS
provides soltware and Information
management services to over
7,000 Dbraries worldwide.

By 2000, alt DALNET Institutions
will have migrated to Ameritech's
Horlzon with Resource Sharing
toltware, a llbrary automation sys-
tem  recognized by  the
Smithsonlan Institute for “making
greal strides toward remarkable
social achlevement in education.”
in addition, Amerliech will also
manage a high-speed data network

that wil)!consect all plﬂldpuunu,g

[nstitutions using trame relay tech-
nology.
UD Mercy is the first DALNET

Patrons in Touch

sident of NALNET,

fibrary to go Jive
with the Horlzon
sysiem.
4 According to
Margaret  Auer,
dean of the UD
Mercy Librarles
| and chalr of the
B DALNET Board.
the new system
H is already prov-
Ing to be a hit on
her campus.
“We are
getting  enthusi
astic  feedback
i from  students
and faculty,”
Auer sald. “They
are finding it
3 easy to use and
4 understardl. We
d anticipated  this
reactinn and are
very pleased N
hias proven to be
so posilive.”
Already
serving over
SON000  people
through Its mem-
! ber Institutions.

a con- Ea:‘{:\ta:-l‘;y ras
—lile photo o nded as a
non-prolit cor-

poration in

1985. Its charter is to enable its
members to better serve the in-
[ormation needs of thelr users
through cooperative ellorts &
mong multi-type Wbrarles In the
Metropotitan Detrolt area, and by
sharing library automation.
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