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cares for you, and the result of his salvation is that your burden 
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Editorial 

All-Sufficient Grace 

Legalism is our fallen nature's attempt to live right. We lack the 
ability to naturally live the way we should. So from the Pharisaism 
of Paul's time to the "Church of Christism" of our own movement, 
we continue to construct a system of works in an attempt to justify 
ourselves. Even as we come to intellectually understand the concept 
of grace, a more subtle form of legalism tends to creep in. This 
legalism tells us that our "correct understanding of grace" saves us, 
or our "biblical stances" make us "true" Christians. We may even be 
able to teach those who come to us about grace, while for ourselves 
grace remains a philosophical concept but not a personal reality. 

How can we stand before God and know that he accepts and loves 
us? Paul, who taught grace so completely that he was accused of 
teaching that Christians should sin so that grace would abound 
(Romans 6), still seemed to struggle with sin (Romans 7). But the 
light of God's grace on the road to Damascus continued to shine 
through Paul's legalism so that he could say: "There is therefore now 
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!" (Romans 8: 1). 
And despite his struggle with a "thorn in the flesh," he learned to trust 
God's grace as sufficient (II Corinthians 12:7-10). 

Years of dotting i's and crossing t's 
cramp our hands and narrow 
our vision. Hearts grow heavier 
even as they grow smaller. 

Many things work against our realization of grace in our everyday 
lives. Our human nature, even when struggling to overcome the sin 
in our lives and to do right, retreats to legalism as a method of control 

(Continued on page 82) 
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Transforming Grace: 
Saved and Serving By the Goodness of God 
JOSEPH F. JONES 

Many believers want to really live the 
Christian life to the fullest, yet find this an 
awesome and burdensome task. Many want 
to experience joy and enthusiasm in their 
daily walk with the Lord, but, instead, find 
their lives vexed with a sense of failure and 
guilt. Most Christians want to rejoice in an 
hour of exhilarating and inspirational wor-
ship, yet often leave the house of worship 
with mixed feelings of frustration, guilt, fail-
ure, even anger, and perhaps a small dose of 
joy thrown in! Why do many of us experience 
this pervading sense of inadequacy in living 
the Christian life instead of thrilling to the 
indescribable joy and praise lifted to our God 
and Father? Why do some feel a depressive 
lack of assurance in the state of one's salva-
tion and relationship with the Lord? 

The answer to all such questions may well 
be in our failure to understand the marvelous 
grace of God and his amazing goodness to his 
children, and to appropriate this grace into 
our daily walk with him. While affirming our 
belief in this message of redemptive grace 
through sermon and song, we often struggle 
mightily with a legalistic sense of works and 
law, never feeling that we have done 
adequately to be saved. When we fail to 
understand and appreciate God's unfailing 
grace in forgiving and accepting each of us, 
we continue to be critical of others and find 
great difficulty in loving and accepting those 
with whom we differ. 

What Is Grace? 
Divine grace is not just an intriguing 

theological concept to theorize about in semi-
nary courses and Sunday morning classes. 
Rather, it is God's very nature poured out in 
the sacrificial love of a Man who lived, 
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touched, taught, and died on our behalf, and 
who wants to share that love with us in every 
dimension of our daily walk. 

Grace is nothing less than our awareness 
of Christ 's presence with us and our claiming 
that precious presence to support and sustain 
our efforts to enjoy our salvation and to serve 
every Christian venture with confidence. 
So the biblical doctrine of divine grace is a 
very practical, relevant reality upon which we 
can feast our souls daily. In divine grace we 
find assurance of our relationship with the 
Lord; we know that we are now saved and 
serving through the undeserved yet ever-
present goodness of God our Savior (Titus 
2: 11-14). 

When reflecting upon those ministries and 
achievements we were involved in this past 
year, we may joyfully attribute them to the 
motivating power of God's grace. When we 
sadly remind ourselves of failures and sins, 
we may take heart that his forgiving grace and 
restoring Spirit have long since righted every 
wrong and forgotten every failure. When re-
minded of our human frailty and mortality, 

When the challenges of new 
tasks or ministries confront 
us ... God's grace will 
assure success and victory. 

we are reassured that God's grace is all-
sufficient to bear us up under life and to be 
sustained in the hour of death. We hear and 
must appropriate to our own personal hurt 
God's message to a great saint who also felt 
grievous pain: "My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in (your) 
weakness" (II Corinthians 12:9). 
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When challenges of new tasks or minis-
tries confront us in the immediate or distant 
future, God's grace will assure success and 
victory. When he calls us to serve, we must 
also hear his reassuring voice, "I will go with 
you, I will never leave nor forsake you; lo, I 
am with you always to the end." When we 
contribute money to the church and its minis-
tries, we must remind ourselves that we give 
because he first gave to us. "Thanks be to God 
for his unspeakable gift!" 

Walk Ahead in Grace 
Now in the light of his infinite, marvelous, 

transforming, and empowering grace, let us 
take hold of the present calls and demands 
upon us, and address confidently the future 
before us. Let us thrill to every remembrance 
of healing and hope, worship and work, for-
giveness and restoration which all flood our 
hearts with joy, since they are the benefits of 
his transforming grace. It is not easy to ac-
knowledge our complete dependence on God 
in an age that has made education and afflu-
ence new gods before whom many prostrate 
themselves. We must not allow our human 
pride and sense of self-sufficiency to prevent 
us from readily recognizing and accepting all 
the benefits of God's grace. 

Paul wrote to his younger colleague, Ti-
tus, of the practical effects of living in God's 
grace: 

For God has revealed his grace for 
the salvation of all mankind. That 
grace instructs us to give up un-
godly living and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, 
and godly lives in this world, as we 
wait for the blessed day we hope 
for, when the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ will 

appear. He gave himself for us , to 
rescue us from all wickedness and 
to make us a pure people who be-
long to him alone and are eager to 
do good. 
Titus 2:11-14, Good News Bible, 
Today's English Version 

God's grace has indeed appeared, and we 
can experience its transforming and empow-
ering presence. In that experience of grace we 
find forgiveness of all our sins, peace which 
replaces haunting guilt, reconciliation that 
drives out enmity and hostility. 

In genuine humility and integrity we can 
join in the refrain of the apostle, self-charac-
terized as the "least of the apostles" because 
of his past life, in proclaiming, "But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to 
me was not without effect." Claiming to have 

Let us thrill to every 
remembrance of 
healing and hope, worship 
and work, forgiveness and 
restoration which flood 
our hearts with joy, since 
they are the benefits of 
His transforming grace. 

worked harder than all of the other apostles, 
Paul makes an immediate confession, "Yet it 
was not I, but the grace of God that was with 
me" (I Corinthians 15:9,10). Here is the ulti-
mate Christian motivation: a new and per-
sonal awareness of God's transforming 
grace. We are saved and serving by the 
goodness of God. 

Dr. Joseph F. Jones has ministered to the Church of Christ in Troy, Michigan, for more than 26 years. He holds doctorates 
in the fields of higher education and pastoral counseling. Joseph has worked and written for lllfegrity magazine since 
its earliest days and served as president of the Board for more than 13 years. 
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Journal Entries: Temptation, Spirit, and Grace 
NAME WITHHELD* 

Monday, July 16 
We went to church yesterday morning. 
Well, several weeks ago, in my journal, I 

mentioned my concerns about pornography 
(I noticed an "Adult" bookstore on the inter-
state). I seemed to have gained victory over 
that- the same old "secret:" live one day at a 
time. For several days it seemed to be the only 
thing I could think of when I was driving, but 
I never visited it and slowly the interest wore 
off and has, at this point, pretty well passed 
away. It is hard to believe that a strong desire 
or yearning will really wear off, but a day at a 
time, it does. This is part of the idea of 
walking by faith: "I say to God, I believe you 
today-! won't worry about how I will con-
tinue the fight into tomorrow." 

So I seemed to have found another yearn-
ing. Three years ago, I began noticing that I 
was finding several women very attractive 
and was wishing I was not married. I was tired 
and frustrated with my marriage and Jennifer 
had just been born. Mary and I began getting 
counseling and things improved consider-
ably; I began to enjoy our marriage again. 
Church helped, also. I still noticed a (young) 
woman from time to time; noticed in the sense 
that I discovered an emotional "infatuation" 
with a student or friend, but I usually just 
ignored it; I don't think the woman ever 
noticed. 

Well, it has happened again, and this time 
I really am happily married! But I want 
the attention and awe this woman seems to 
give and I am temporarily isolated from 
friends like Tom or Dick to whom I might 
tum for help. I haven't committed adultery; 
I haven't even made a pass. (I have never 
made a pass at a woman.) But I have removed 
some of the "hedges" as Jerry Jenkins call 
them** and there is a considerable war going 
on in my mind. 
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I have finally figured out what I really 
want here, what really motivates me. Deep 
down, I want an indication from the woman 
that I am attractive and that she would like to 
have an affair with me. Then I would like to 
be able to say, "No" and go on my righteous 
way, still having my ego smoothed and 
stroked. 

But, of course, that is not the way things 
work and, thus, the removal of hedges and the 
war in my mind. I decide at least once a day 
that I want Jesus in control. But I break that 
commitment with a word or thought 15 min-
utes later. I have never written more personal 
and "incriminating" words in this journal. 

Tuesday, July 17 
I put up the "hedges" yesterday; it at least 

had an effect on me. And I'm trying to pray 
for my friend. 

Despite that, yesterday was a depressing 
day. I had to keep telling myself that things 
would get better. 

The math I am working on is difficult for 
me; ideas I have break down in a morass of 
calculations. 

Wednesday, July 18 
Surviving. 

Thursday, July 19 
God, please change my heart. 
Last Friday and yesterday were very hard; 

I was depressed leaving work. Yesterday I 
finally began praying out loud in the car and 
that made me begin to cry. The hurt inside 
was similar to the despair I felt long ago when 
Mary left for college. I told God that I had 
played enough, that it was my fault and I had 
been asking for the confusion and pain-he 
was right. I also told him that I was incapable 
of any good. If he did not do something soon, 
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... I knew I was giving him an ultimatum; I 
had walked into trouble and then said "God, 
get me out!" But I had no choice now. I 
decided to call Tom, my minister, when I got 
home. I tried to explain why I wanted to call 
Tom when IgothomeandMary didn'tunder-
stand (I said "spiritual conflict;" she finally 
said, "Well, can't you tell me?" I said "No.") 
Later I suggested a walk in the park; we went. 

Sunday, July 22 
Well, last Wednesday was rough because 

of the pain and confusion I read in Mary when 
we talked in the park. I didn't get to call Tom 
because I didn't want to do it when Mary was 
at home or close to the phone. 

Thursday was the day Jim and Sally were 
to come over for supper to meet Mary. (On 
Thursday I also invited another co-worker, 
Joe.) I left work early to cook. 

Each day begins with a decision to protect 
my marriage and my thoughts, to not "dabble." 
By the late afternoon all I can think of is Sally 
and how much! want her, not merely physical 
intimacy, but genuine intimacy, to go for long 
walks and hear her talk about herself and to 
see how she th,inks and what makes her tick, 
to comfort her; Thursday was no exception 
except that I was inviting herto meet my wife. 
I think the day probably went better than 
others, but the drive home included the usual 
hurt; attempting to conform my feelings and 
actions at work with reality, that I am a 
Christian, a husband, and a father. 

On Washington Road I am an expert math-
ematician who hopes a bright young graduate 
student is in love with him. Further south on 
the interstate I watch big jets move majesti-
cally overhead off the runway, and I am a 
confused mathematician and father thinking 
about adultery. By the time I see the Spring-
field water tower further south, reality has 
begun to cascade upon me and I am definitely 
married, a father, a defeated and demoralized 
Christian contemplating divorce, suicide, 
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adultery, and trying to convince myself that 
Jesus can really help me. I turn onto Pine 
Road, where the trees close in the road, and in 
those last three miles, in the hot summer heat, 
I am begging God to provide victory so I can 
become a good husband and father and live 
the remainder of my life with Mary; all the 
time the marriage alternative seems to be 
oppressively boring and stale. I tell Jesus 
(one more time) that I do want him to be 
victorious and to be in control. I talk to Mary 
and the children and play with them and 
collapse in fatigue on the couch. I read for 
awhile, walk the dog, look at the stars, and 
pray some more. Then I come home and go to 
bed. About 5 a.m. I am awake, tossing and 
trying to get back to sleep without waking 
Mary. Several mornings I have gone down-
stairs and taken the sleeping bag and stretched 
out on the floor. I am finally deep asleep when 
the alarm goes off. 

Thursday was a little different. I parked 
the car where "normal" people do (more of a 
statement to my ego) and as the day was 
shorter, I had probably reached the weak 
defeated Christian stage by the time I passed 
the airport runway. I had hopes that the 
supper would put things right, but while pre-
paring supper, I finally decided to call Tom, 
our minister. (Mary, had gone out to buy 
more vegetable oil for the chicken cashew 
dinner I was fixing and I began to realize this 
was an ideal time to call him.) I called Tom 
and he said, "How are you, sir." I said, "OK, 
I guess" which is a slight drop from the 
traditional "Fine" and should be interpreted 
as "Really lousy!" I said, "Tom, I have a 
problem." He made some noise that indicated 
he was listening and I should go ahead. "I 
haven't done anything physically wrong but I 
am in love with a woman who is not my wife. 
I can't seem to do anything about it." Tom 
was very supportive and aggressively to the 
point. He asked if there was anything in our 
marriage that might have precipitated this and 

I said, "No, not really. Mary and I got some 
counseling several years ago but, really, our 
marriage is probably better now than it has 
been in some time." Tom told me that he 
would try to call me; he also got my work 
number and said, "I' II call you at work some 
time; but you won't know when. In the 
Spirit's leading, maybe the phone call will 
sort of be like the cavalry coming over the 
hill." I told him I wouldn't mind. Tom said 
I need to recognize that the job is not worth it. 
I need to be prepared to give up the job if the 
alternative was the breakup (or serious dam-
age) to our marriage. I said I knew that. He 
also told me I may need to bring Mary in on 
this; I said I thought it would hurt her too 
much. 

At times it was hard to hear Tom; eventu-
ally we ended with him praying for me. Little 
Johnny began to come in the door and so I 
interrupted to tell Tom that Mary was home; 
then quickly, "The woman I'm talking about 
probably doesn't know how I feel and I don't 
know if she feels for me or anything. This may 
all be in my head," to which Tom responded, 
"You don't want to find out." 

I felt good after the phone conversation; I 
even wondered if I was being too premature 
and silly to call Tom about a trivial thing. The 
supper went well and Jim, Sally, and Joe (who 
all came in Sally's car) stayed till after nine. 
I was sorry to see them go. Later that night I 
was glad I had talked to Tom; the phone call 
was itself a statement of commitment to my 
marriage and of willingness to be embar-
rassed if that was what it took to fix things. 
Mary and I made love that evening and the 
next morning; I did not get into work until 9 
a.m. I felt better about things than I had for 
some time. 

I kept watch on my mind and even man-
aged to work for awhile without Sally. I 
talked to Jim a bit about mathematics and also 
about philosophy, his belief in absolutes. I 
found out that there was a discrete math group 
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going to lunch and I told Sally (she had 
r.lready indicated an intention in going). I 
drove Sally, Jim, and Eric to lunch; on the 
way Sally sat in front. At lunch I talked to the 
guys; deliberately sat some distance from 
Sally. I ordered root beer, not beer, with the 
meal. After the meal I ordered a Spaten beer. 
Jim took a sip and so did Sally (expressing a 
distaste for it) and we teased Sally about what 
beers she liked or didn't like. (Sally is almost 
always the center of attention of the primarily 
male crowd at the office.) Lunch took 2 1/2 
hours. I finally suggested that I would like to 
return to work. 

Back at the office I tried to concentrate. I 
suggested some work for Sally. Then I went 
back to my cubicle. And could not study. 

Looking back on this, I see that through-
out the day, without seeing them as decisions, 
I had made choices that slowly swept away 
my resolutions. From being the communica-
tor to Sally of lunch plans to, in her hearing, 
asking Jim if he wanted a taste of my beer, I 
had brought down the barriers I had erected. 
And finally I made a decision, sitting in my 
office, which was not a decision based on 
careful, rational thought; the playing field 
was so slanted by this time it is hard to 
conceive of a different choice. I decided to do 
no more mathematics. I decided to talk to 
Sally about philosophy. About her beliefs. 
About absolutes (or lack of them, as I cor-
rectly guessed). Above all, I would sit next to 
Sally and talk. Deep down, in all this talk 
about absolutes, I wondered about her views 
on adultery. 

So we talked. I was "rational" and philo-
sophical, and alluded to my Christian beliefs 
when it was necessary for the conversation. I 
claimed Jim believed in absolutes so we went 
to go find Jim. The three of us talked till 5 
p.m. I mentioned or alluded to my beliefs as 
a Christian several times because I had to. In 
that sense I stood up for Christ, but ultimately 
I was a hypocrite. I talked like a Christian and 
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expressed Christian beliefs and watched 
Sally's eyes and her hair and her expressions, 
all the time desiring a long, delirious affair 
with her. 

The ride home was hell. 
On Pine Road I had it down to three 

choices. Suicide, adultery, or a desperate 
attempt to end the problem by telling Mary 
about it. I quickly ruled out suicide. (At least 
with adultery and divorce, you may still one 
day be around to explain to the children why 
you did what you did. And maybe to apolo-
gize. There is no recovery from suicide.) 

Adultery would lead to divorce. I don't 
think Sally would begin a relationship with 
me without being told that my marriage was 
"in trouble" (or over). And, of course, Mary 
would not put up with adultery; we had talked 
about tough love with a thoroughness that 
would make my unfaithfulness a time of mis-
ery. For just a moment I thought of separa-
tion; but tough love would mean I would be 
alone in some apartment, without access to 
much money, no support, few chances to visit 
the children. And a chilling, painful time with 
the woman who was and has long been my 
best friend . . 

On Pine Road, I had it down 
to three choices. Suicide, 
adultery, or a desperate 
attempt to end the problem 
by telling Mary about it. 

I asked Mary if she would like me to tell 
her more about my "spiritual conflict" and 
she responded "that's between you and God." 
I went upstairs and lay down. By the time she 
had come upstairs to see if I was OK, I had 
decided, out of desperation, that I had to tell 
her. She said "OK" and lay down next to me. 
It took me awhile and finally I said, "I am 
infatuated with a woman at work and I can't 
seem to shake it." She asked, "Is it Sally?" I 
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said "Yes." Mary nodded. "She makes a lot 
of eye contact with you . .. "Mary said, and 
then I could feel her heart suddenly beating 
very rapidly in her chest, against my rib cage. 

I told Mary I was sorry. We talked and 
Mary was supportive throughout. She men-
tioned an infatuation she once had and said, 
"If I had had to work with him, it would have 
been hell." 

If we win this battle-and today I believe 
we really will-the victory began that evening. 
Mary was aggressive at times in her account-
ability; she began with "You have to flee. It 
may cost you, but Joseph went to jail. You 
have to flee." 

How could I? By the time we had talked 
a bit I had some ideas, some costly ideas in 
terms of my self-image and my image at 
work, but a commitment to working without 
being around Sally. (Painful! Every good 
experience at work to date seems to have 
Sally in the background somewhere.) "And 
no more Friday lunches." By the time evening 
came, layers of little dreams and ideas had 
been stripped away. 

So many times I had decided not to 
"dabble" in my thoughts about Sally and here 
Mary was sketching what that really meant. It 
was all or nothing; I could not hope for suc-
cess if I slowly withdrew. 

I agreed. 
By Saturday afternoon I had the image to 

compare with the experience. It was Eustace 
transformed into a dragon,*** taking off a 
layer of skin at a time. Each time I took off a 
layer, I thought I was done, but I looked as 
much like a dragon as before. Now Mary, like 
Asian, was insisting that if the skin was to 
come off, the lion's claw had to reach deep 
and take it all off, every thought, every little 
evil thing I cling to. 

Please God. Take the skin off completely, 
one last time, and be done with it! 

Every plan I have has a counter -trap. Stay-
ing in the library tomorrow all day invites a 
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chance to explain to Sally why I am hiding. I 
see in my motives wheels within wheels. 

Mary has been so clearly supportive that I 
have been awed. No human ever loved me 
like this. 

But she has been my wife for 14 years and 
her love does not completely quench the thrill 
of flirting with a 24-year-old woman. 

Monday, July 23, 1990 
A considerable measure of victory today. 
I picked Jim up at 7 a.m. at the comer of 

Pine Road and Lake and we got in by 7:30. I 
had already told Jim of my plans to work on 
some projects; I xeroxed some materials for 
Jim and Sally, and finally ran into Sally. I was 
prepared; I had talked to God about it and 
decided to keep fixed to the game plan-to 
not deviate from it-and I quickly gave her 
the copies, told her that Mary would bring pop 
to the picnic, and said something I forget. I 
had encouraged Eric to pass a problem on to 
her and I believe she spent the day on it. I 
spent the moming,fruitfully, in the library. 

Just before I left the house this morning, 
Mary slipped me a letter, to be opened "when 
needed." I felt that gave me considerable 
leeway and so I opened it soon after arriving. 
I read it and ate my yogurt. (This is before the 
above conversation with Sally.) 

In the letter Mary recalled friends of ours 
in the past and her praying for them. She 
remembered close Christian couples from 
our college days. She shared her thoughts 
with me and her personality and flavor, her 
aura, could be felt in the paper. I thoroughly 
enjoyed it, this was intimacy, intimacy I 
wanted and needed. I read the letter twice. It 
was not dramatic or erotic or romantic. It was 
simply Mary and it was very encouraging. 
Later, in the library, while working through 
formulas, my mind slid over to the letter and 
it was some time before I woke to what I was 
doing. I was daydreaming about Mary. In my 
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fantasy we were lying on the upstairs bed and 
she was telling me some of the things in the 
letter. I was listening and caressing her, 
aroused by the physical and emotional inti-
macy between us. As I returned to my 
surroundings in the library, I ached just 
to talk to Mary, to look into her eyes and see 
her reactions. 

In the letter, 
Mary ... shared 
her thoughts with me 
and her personality and 
flavor, her aura, 
could be felt in the paper. 

And it struck me forcefully that I was 
daydreaming about my wife, emotionally in-
fatuated with the idea of seeing her again. 
What a gift. A gift of "erotica" by the Holy 
Spirit! I was grateful and felt we could really 
win this battle! 

I didn't win every battle today, but I won 
most of them and I won the big ones. At one 
point Sally suggested that we continue our 
discussion on philosophy at the picnic; she 
felt she had a better answer. I awkwardly 
said, "That would be good; that would give 
Mary a chance to hear your answer. Mary 
might have some insight or response." My 
comment was sort of pointed and almost rude. 
And it was not what I really wanted to say. 
But I said it. 

Sally also pays for my actions. I have at 
times encouraged her and "led her on;" I have 
not really made it easier for her to get over her 
breakup with her boyfriend. I started the 
conversation on philosophy out of a desire for 
intimacy, not conversation, and then I act cold 
when she brings it up later. I have hurt her; I 
have certainly hurt Mary, and I have been 
through hell! And I haven't even had a 
(physical) affair. 
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I left work with Eric at7 p.m. In all, a good 
day. We have tied a record for victorious days 
in a row-at one. 

Monday, July 30, 1990 
Five days in a row; although not easy. 

like Sally quite a lot; I can keep a fairly 

tight rein on my thoughts if I don't see her 
very often. 

I am working on p-groups and their ex-
tensions. And I am trying to leave work at 
2 p.m. to be with Mary and the children. 
(Mary and I spent Thursday and Friday at the 
Quality Inn.) 

*All proper names plus a few other facts have been changed to protect the journalist's privacy. We believe that the 
journalist's excellent description of wrestling with temptation and day-by-day, step-by-step resistance could provide 
encouragement to those of us fighting temptation-sexual or otherwise. We are grateful that this Integrity reader 
volunteered these journal entries for the purpose of encouraging other Integrity readers. 

**Refers to article written by Jerry B. Jenkins entitled "Men Who Guard Their Marriages" which was printed in the June 
1990Moody Monthly publication, and was adapted from his book Hedges, published by Wolgemuth & Hyatt Publishers. 

***From Book 3 of C.S. Lewis' Chronicles Of Namia , ''The Voyage of The Dawn Treader." 

Is Baptism Necessary For Salvation? 
JOHN W. LOFTUS 

When someone asks me what they should 
do to be saved, I usually say they can do 
nothing. Salvation is free in Christ Jesus, I 
continue. God in Christ has provided the 
sacrifice that alone offers us salvation. What 
God has done we could not do. Our respon-
sibility is to lovingly respond to God's per-
sonal gift in Christ. We do this by a faith that 
compels us to repent, confess , and be im-
mersed in baptism. 

Nothing of what follows is meant to un-
dercut this basic message. I am not of the 
opinion that we should change the message 
we have been commissioned to preach. If the 
message includes baptism, then we should 
teach and preach it, even if we don't quite 
understand why. 

But we who wish to preach this message of 
salvation are presented with a particularly 
unique problem. The problem is that such a 
message is not widely shared among those 
who claim to be Christians. This fact must be 
recognized and dealt with honestly. Are we 
the only Christians, or are we Christians only? 
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The Development of Legalism 
When the Restoration Movement began 

in the 1830s, many different churches united 
into one body of believers. The peoples of 
these various churches claimed no other name 
but Christ's, no other book but the Bible, no 
other creed but Christ. Our movement brought 
Christians together under the lordship of Christ 
even though many of them didn't agree about 
everything important. And herein lies some 
irony. In our zeal to restore a biblical view of 
baptism in the salvific process, somewhere 
along the line we developed a legalistic view 
of baptism, demanding its necessity before 
someone can be saved. Hence, rather than 
uniting all believers in Christ as we did in the 
past, we now exclude them from our fellow-
ship because of their views on baptism. A 
movement that began to unite people under 
Christ now separates them. 

The legalistic view of baptism in its ex-
treme form maintains that unless someone is 
baptized that person will be in hell throughout 
all eternity; an unbaptized person is a lost 
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person regardless of his or her faith in Christ 
and should not expect to have eternal salva-
tion. A Christian who holds to this view of 
baptism probably could not worship with an 
unbaptized person, and would certainly not 
want to be a part of worship experience where 
an unbaptized person is the worship leader or 
preacher. "What fellowship has a believer 
with an unbeliever?" they might ask (II Corin-
thians 6: 15). 

Have We Forgotten Unity? 
In the interest of helping us regain our role 

in uniting people who seek to follow Christ, 
let me ask some questions and offer some 
criticisms of the legalistic view ofbaptism. In 
doing this I know there will be Christians who 
will respond quite negatively. A sacred cow 
is, after all, something which does not come 
down easily. But it's one that must tumble if 
we want to be honest with God's word and his 
interests in the world. 

Some of my questions will be based upon 
reason as well as Scripture. There is little that 
should alarm a Christian at such an admis-
sion. God created us with the desire for 
intellectual coherence of all that we believe 
by faith. It is through our reasoning abilities 
that we try to make sense of the data of 
Scripture and our lives into a coherent whole. 
To deny reason is to deny our faith because 
ours is a reasonable faith. Of course, reason 
should not be the judge of Scripture, nor 
should it be used to deny a clear teaching of 
Scripture. Faith and reason compliment one 
another, and they shouldn't come into con-
flict because we serve a reasonable God. 

Having said this, I offer the following ten 
clusters of questions: 

Ten Clusters of Questions 

#1 
Why is it that the New Testament never 

states that anyone who has not been baptized 
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will go to hell? Can we honestly conceive of 
a loving God who would condemn a person to 
hell who deeply loved him-except that the 
person failed to be baptized? It isn't hard to 
see why many people view us as misguided, 
legalistic, and cold-hearted. If such a God 
existed, they would say, he would not be 
good. 

Besides, there is a huge difference be-
tween an affirmative statement and a negative 
one. Ifl gave someone detailed directions on 
how to get to my house, I would be telling 
them the best way to get here. What I would 
not be telling them is how they can't get here. 
Telling people how to get here is an entirely 
different question than telling them how they 
can't get here. There may be several ways to 
get to my house. By the same token, by telling 
us to be baptized God is revealing to us the 
best way to accept salvation. What he's not 
doing is revealing that there is no other way to 
be saved except by being baptized. 

#2 
Baptism pools ( calledmikvehs) were abun-

dant throughout Israel in John the Baptist's 
and in Jesus ' day. These pools pre-date the 
preaching of John the Baptist, who baptized 
Jews in preparation for Jesus' coming. They 
were used in a ceremonial rite of cleansing in 
preparation for worship. To these people 
baptism symbolized purity. Any visitor to 
Israel today can still see the ruins of these 
pools at Masada, Qumran, Capernaum, 
Korazin, and Jerusalem. Is it too hard to 
suppose such washings were brought into 
Christianity as a cultural symbol, yet divine 
requirement, of full commitment? There 
doesn' t seem to be anything transcultural 
about the act of baptism itself. People from 
other cultures would not automatically recog-
nize the act of baptism as indicating purity or 
suggesting full commitment. Perhaps bap-
tism was a divine requirementto a people who 
understood its meaning. If so, then what 
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would God think of believers in today's cul-
ture who failed to be baptized because bap-
tism was not viewed in the same way? 

#3 
Isn't it true that throughout the gospels we 

see a Jesus who is much more interested in 
heart attitudes than any outward act? While 
some acts wereimportant(Matthew 23:23), it 
was the heart that mattered the most to him 
(Matthew 5-7; 12:33-34). Outward acts of 
righteousness merely show the inner disposi -
tion of the heart. 

#4 
Paul opposed anything that could be con-

sidered a sacred cow in deference to the 
worship of God himself. The apostle Paul is 
on record as opposing the rite of circumcision 
because some Jewish Christians used it to 
exclude uncircumcised believers from their 
fellowship. Paul argues against this view in 
the book of Galatians. Likewise, when the 
Corinthian believers took undue pride in the 
person who baptized them, Paul minimized 
baptism. He wrote: "I am thankful that I did 
not baptize any of you except Crispus and 
Gaius, so no one can say that you were bap-
tized into my name." He also stated that 
"Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 
preach" (I Corinthians 1:14-17). Could Paul 
really say this if baptism was the exact point 
of salvation? Even though many Corinthians 
boasted of who they were baptized by, Paul 
nowhere commanded them to be rebaptized. 
He calls them "brothers" (I Corinthians 1:1 
indicating Paul thought their baptisms were 
legitimate ones. If Paul thought they were 
saved at the point of baptism, shouldn't he 
rejoice in their baptism, regardless of the 
mixed motives at work? Paul's response here 
stands in contrast to his view of those who 
preached from mixed motives. There he 
rejoices that the job is getting done regardless 
(Philippians 1:15-18). 
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#5 
Paul taught baptism as a response to God's 

grace (Galatians 3:27; Romans 6). But we 
must ask what Paul might say if he met the 
legalists among us who border on stressing 
baptism to the exclusion of grace through 
faith . His message stressed grace through 
faith, and surely he would reject anything that 
would supplant it or displace it. When I have 
asked students in many of our Sunday Schools 
what they must do to be saved, most often the 
answer I hear from them is this: "Be bap-
tized." This is a gross misunderstanding of 
Paul's message. It leads me to wonder how 
much Paul would downplay baptism in order 
to stress Christ. What would Paul say if he 
saw baptism profaned like the Jews profaned 
circumcision? Would Paul once again stress 
"a circumcision of the heart" (Romans 2:29) 
over the rite itself? 

#6 
Is God narrow-minded enough to con-

demn people for minor offenses of ignorance 
if they earnestly seek him? To answer in the 
affirmative is to misunderstand the holiness 
of God whereby holiness is equated with 
legalistic righteousness, like the Pharisees of 
Jesus' day. Who do you think is more valu-
able to God, someone who loves him, prays 
daily, studies his word, tells others about 
Christ, or someone who is baptized and just 
attends church once a month? I find it ex-
tremely difficult to think that God, in all of his 
intelligence, cannot see life in terms of a 
series of trade-offs, like most of us do all the 
time. When our kids offer a sincere commit-
ment to help us around the house, should we 
condemn them when they forget to do some-
thing we consider important? Or should we 
look past what they neglected to do and note 
their desire to please us? I don't see anywhere 
in the Bible where sincerity in devotion to 
God is outright condemned in non-essential 
matters. In the case of Christian baptism, 
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aren't our faith and our love the essential 
things about the act? 

#7 
Should the experience of all unbaptized 

people who claim to be Christians be dis-
counted in total? We use universal experi-
ence to argue for the existence of God. Most 
scholars will also admit that we simply cannot 
interpret the Bible in a vacuum-that per-
sonal experience helps to interpret the Bible-
and that anyone who says they discount all 
experience when coming to the Bible is 
merely naive. Many unbaptized people who 
claim Christ as Lord and Savior have 
received manifestations of the fruits of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). They testify to 
answered prayer, they are zealously evange-
listic, and have an inner strength they claim 
could only come from the Holy Spirit ofGod. 
I myself experienced this three months before 
I was baptized. 

#8 
There are many commands in the Bible 

that we fail to obey on a daily basis, called sins 
of omission. Why is it that omitting to be 
baptized is so grievous a sin when compared 
to the person who fails to evangelize, or who 
doesn't care for orphans and widows (James 
1 :27), or fails to visit those in prison or feed 
the poor (Matthew 25:34-40)? The legalistic 
view of baptism makes an unbaptized person 
one who has committed the unpardonable sin. 
Is this a just God? Is this a merciful God? Is 
this a proper view of God's holiness? 

#9 
God is God. He is not in a box of our 

making. The Pharisees misunderstood God, 
although they did their exegesis. Can we be 
humble enough to admit that the legalistic 
view may be wrong? There are many people 
in other Christian churches who read their 
Bibles and who cannot see it any other way 
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than what their particular denomination 
teaches. Some of these people are poor, 
unintelligent, illiterate, downtrodden, and 
abused. How will God judge these people 
because they could not see the error of their 
church leaders, whom they respected and 
trusted? While in ministry Jesus showed a 
special love for these very people (Luke 4: 18-
19). Would God reject them because they 
could not see the truth on this issue? 

#10 
Then there is a very practical problem. 

baptized both my son and daughter when they 
were each ten years old. Most all of us will 
say that my children, at the earliest stages of 
their lives, were not yet accountable and so 
were safe in God's hands. But what if my wife 
and I misjudged their faith and baptized them 
before they were fully accountable? If this is 
the case then, like infant baptism, is their 
baptism null and void? And what if they are 
never rebaptized, thinking they had already 
fulfilled their duty to God? Are they now 
lost? Then, too, what if we put our children's 
baptism off because we wanted to make sure 
they knew what they were doing? Would we 

If baptism is the 
exact moment of salvation, 
then we dare not 
baptize our children 
one day early or one day late. 

be placing them in danger of eternal condem-
nation because they may indeed be account-
able to God but not yet baptized? What if they 
died while we waited an extra year or so? To 
deny them salvation would place an undue 
burden upon parents who would be required 
to decide the exact day each child was ready 
to be baptized. Ifbaptism is the exact moment 
of salvation, then we dare not baptize our 
children one day early or one day late. 
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Conclusions 
The result of all this is that there are cases 

in which baptism is not necessary for salva-
tion in a legalistic fashion. Surely God is not 
Pharisee-like in his holiness, but instead de-
sires a loving, inter-personal relationship with 

Notes 

his creatures. Yes, he has commanded 
baptism as a part of the soteriological 
process, but only as a loving Father and 
not a legalistic potentate. He is a personal 
and loving God who responds to us in 
personal ways. 

I. While my interests are primarily in asking questions , an adequate description of the nature ofbaptism can be found 
in Dr. Virgil Warren's writings. His "cluster concept" of salvation and the interpersonal nature of salvation are 
extremely important additions to the contemporary discussion- additions with which I am in agreement. He 
wrote: "In Christian baptism we are dealing directly with a personal God, not an impersonal factory , machine, or 
legal process." 

2. The issue here isn 't faith itself, but baptism. Universalism is to be rejected. 

John W. Loftus teaches in the Leadership Institute for Great Lakes Christian College in Lansing, Michigan. 

Serious Teaching 
HOY LEDBETTER 

We never had Sunday school classes in the 
small church which I attended as a youngster. 
Instead, old and young alike assembled in one 
barren room to study the Bible under one 
teacher. The teacher whom I remember best, 
an unlearned man with great endurance, regu-
larly demonstrated his spectacular success in 
evading the Pentecostal flame. 

I usually finished listening a long time 
before he finished talking, but, since courtesy 
was enforced in our congregation, I had no 
choice but to carry on a painful fight against 
his sleep-inducing monotone. Even worse, in 
later years I often found myself having to 
unlearn the errors he taught me. 

But as time went on I also came to 
realize that, even in such fumbling hands, the 
word of God lives and abides. In what I 
would now regard as an exegetical desert, I 
learned lessons that have greatly affected my 
life since, and I cannot help wondering how 
much better off I would have been under a 
more inspiring instructor, or in a physical 

arrangement more conducive to the learning 
experience. 

I have come to believe that the most im-
portant thing about our Bible school is not 
how well we teach but how seriously. When 
I went to church as a child I knew that my 
family, as well as my teacher, took the Bible 
seriously. And that is why the lessons they 
gave stuck with me. 

I do not suggest that excellence in teachers 
is not preferable to incompetence, or that poor 
teachers cannot do considerable damage, but 
it is a comforting fact that good seed can bear 
fruit even when planted by a bumbling, mis-
informed instructor who also sows a few 
weeds along with it. 

Small churches must often depend on 
teachers who are short on experience and are 
therefore understandably timid about taking 
on their task. But they may still be trusted to 
communicate needed, unforgettable truth to 
our children. Unless, of course, we neutralize 
their efforts by our own lack of seriousness. 

Hoy Ledbetter, founding editor and Editor-in-Chief of Integrity for IS years, has ministered in both a cappella and 
Disciples of Christ churches. Presently he, with his wife, Jary, ministers to the First Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Albany, Georgia. 
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Make a Stand for Unity Next Summer! 
LORRAINE & L YNDSA Y JACOBS 

You are invited to make your own stand 
for unity next summer by attending the 14th 
World Convention of Churches of Christ from 
Tuesday,July 30toSunday,August4, 1996 in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada-about 50 miles 
from the Canadian Rockies! 

The World Convention (or "lectureship") 
is the only global gathering that brings to-
gether people from all parts of the "Campbell-
Stone" family-Churches of Christ/Christian/ 
Disciples of Christ-from around the world. 
They gather for fellowship, worship, great 
preaching, fine music, and significant learn-
ing. It is a time of inspiration and encourage-
ment. Children's programs and a youth/young 
adults convention will run concurrently with 
the main convention. Everyone is involved in 
three inter-generational sessions. 

Many readers of Integrity may not have 
heard of the "World Convention." The first 
convention was held in 1930 in Washington, 
D.C. (Since then it has been held in Australia, 
Canada, England, Jamaica, Mexico, New 
Zealand, Puerto Rico, Scotland, and three 
additionallocations in the USA.) By 1930the 
a cappella Churches of Christ were com-
pletely separate and support for the conven-
tion in the USA came from the Christian 
churches. With the further division of the 
Independent Christian Churches and the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ), the major 
support came from members of Disciples' 
congregations but always with a strong, loyal 
minority from those in Independent Christian 
Churches. A few members of our a cappella 
churches have always attended and strong 
leadership has come from people like Leroy 
and Ouida Garrett. Dr. Garrett is a member of 
the World Convention Executive Committee. 

With the appointment in 1992 of Lorraine 
and Lyndsay Jacobs from New Zealand as 
General Secretaries, the office of the World 
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Convention was moved to the Disciples of 
Christ Historical Society in Nashville. The 
Historical Society also seeks to serve the 
whole "Restoration" family and has two mem-
bers of the Independent Christian Churches 
and two a cappella members on its board. 
Traffic through the archival building in Nash-
ville comes from our whole family. 

The international World Convention Ex-
ecutiveCommittee is making strong efforts to 
build up fellowship and understanding within 
the Christian/Churches of Christ/Disci pies of 
Christ family. Our 19th century unity move-
ment has majored in fragmentation in the 20th 
century. Our movement has become frac-
tured and there is no global picture. In the last 
three years the World Convention office has 
located and logged congregations in 159 coun-
tries. With our divisions there are about 300 
national manifestations of the Campbell-Stone 
family today. As we move into the third 
millennium and the third century of our move-
ment, we must ask what we can do about our 
lack of togetherness. 

Quite simply, 
the church cannot preach 
the gospel of reconciliation 
and practice division. 
That is living a lie. 

World Convention is very clear that it is 
not a union movement. That does not, of 
course, mean it is against union but that is the 
business of the churches and congregations. 
World Convention does-like all of the church 
must-proclaim the need for unity, and at-
tempts to build up a sense of fellowship, 
understanding, and common purpose in the 
body of our Lord, Jesus of Nazareth. Quite 
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simply, the church cannot preach the gospel 
of reconciliation and practice division. That 
is living a lie. 

Next year in Calgary we will have the 
most representative gathering of our global 
family that we have had for at least a century. 
The spirit is moving! Already the number of 
Independent members that have registered 
for Calgary is double their attendance at the 
last three conventions. A cappella attendance 
will also be very much higher. In Calgary 
there is an annual convention of all three 
"streams" of our movement and in 1996 that 
local convention is merging with World Con-
vention. Very exciting! Rubel Shelly, an a 
cappella minister from the Woodmont Hills 
ChurchofChristin Nashville, will be preach-
ing on the Thursday evening program. 

World Convention provides us all with 
the opportunity to express our respect for our 
heritage and provides a means of examining 
our destiny. 

We will meet in Calgary under the theme 
"A World of Difference," acknowledging 
that we are a diverse Christian communion, 
but acknowledging also that Christ does make 
a world of difference- THE world of differ-
ence- to our lives and to the community that 
bears his name. 

Can you plan to be in Calgary and share 
the unique experience of "World Conven-
tion?" Calgary is not too difficult to get to. In 
the year 2000 we will meet in Australia. Why 
not make your own stand for the unity of 
Christ's church by building your 1996 sum-
mer vacation around World Convention! 

Registration forms and further 
information about World Convention are 

available by calling (615) 321-3735, by 
sending a letter or card to World Convention 
of Churches of Christ, II 01 19th 
Avenue South, Nashville, TN 37212-2196, 
or by sending an e-mail message to 
worldconv@ aol.com. 

Lorraine and Lyndsay Jacobs are native New Zealanders and the parents of two grown children. In 1992 they were 
appomted General Secretaries, on a job sharing basis, for the World Convention of Churches of Christ, a global 
fellowship for members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Christian Church/Churches of Christ (Indepen-
dent) and the Church of Christ (a cappella) from more than 120 countries. Lyndsay is a retired high school teacher and 
principal, is a lay preacher, has edited Christian publications, and has been involved in several ecumenical efforts. 
Lorraine, a retired high school teacher, has served local congregations as a lay minister and preacher, edited Christian 
publications, and been involved in several world ecumenical projects. 

Readers' Response 
Every issue of Integrity is special to me. I 

haven't said so for awhile, so here are some 
comments on the January/February 1995 is-
sue. Bruce Kilmer's "All Things to All 
People" made me see I've been far too parti-
san. The views of our national leaders often 
change, and if we're not independent thinkers 
with God's word as our base, we find our-
selves tossed around by polls and pundits. I 
agree fully with Bruce's statement that we in 
churches need not refuse to discuss "issues," 
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but we must be careful not to hurt those who 
don't share our personal views. 

Brant Lee Doty puts a face on "Gomer" 
I've never seen before. Gomer's last state-
ment in brother Doty's story can be mine as 
well: "All I can say is, God loves me and I am 
happy. I have learned the meaning of true, 
unqualified, everlasting love." 

Amos Ponder points out our need to study 
traditions. I vividly remember the large black 
boards with steps 1-2-3-4-5 to "salvation." I 

Integrity 

became a "smart aleck" by condemning my 
Baptist and Methodist school friends with a 
glib "thus sayeth the Lord." Over the years I 
have apologized to them all and confessed my 
wrong. Now, since our 58th anniversary 
marking high school graduation, we have 
sweet, in-depth discussions of faith, God, 
Jesus, and our great blessings as senior citi-
zens. Thanks, brother Ponder, for "Tradi-
tions." 

There is much help for me, reviewing 
Frances Williams' essay on suffering. Her 
insights bless our discussion group. 

The Christian adult single man (letter ap-
peared in Readers ' Response) is a brave indi-
vidual to point out our failures in the churches. 
I agree totally with him that we have skirted 
around important, complicated issues to "keep 
it simple." I look forward to a time when 
people who are tempted to commit adultery 
can share as he has with us, yet say, "With 
God's help I'm turning away from it." Or 
when a couple of young people in love will 
admit the temptation to "live together" out of 
wedlock, yet refuse to be led by a promiscu-
ous society to do it. I wish they could all 
depend on us to pray fervently for them through 
all these struggles, not feeling so embarrassed 
to admit feelings . Knowing for sure we'd 
understand and share our own struggles as 
this brave man has done. To him I say, "''m 
so glad you did not leave." No, your faith is 
not weak because you continue to struggle. 
One who would say it is weak is not admitting 
the struggle with Satan that goes on 'til the 
end oflife. Satan can't touch us because Jesus 
stands between us and his wiles, but if our 
eyes and hearts forget who we are in Jesus, we 

are vulnerable, to say the least. Isn't "Confess 
your faults one to another" a command? 

Marguerite McSpadden 
Dumas, Texas 

I would like to say that I think the January/ 
February 1995 issue is one of your outstand-
ing ones. I have read it almost cover to cover 
in the first sitting starting with the editorial. 
Your editorial, Diane, on Matthew 25:40: 
" . .. you did it to one of the least ... you did 
it to me" is what I have believed and tried to 
act on. 

Bruce's long article about "All Things to 
All People" covered a subject that has been 
uppermost in my mind for years regarding the 
attitude of those "in authority" -usually led 
by the preacher-about issues especially that 
concern women. They assume, of course, 
Christians should believe in certain things 
politically. And members of the "silent class," 
of course, believe what the non-silent class, 
the men, say. I can remember the ERA. This 
was effectively squelched nationwide during 
the '60s by the "religious right." Now, when 
I think back on it, I burn at the brainwashing 
I accepted. You put the issue of politics and 
religion in better perspective and summed it 
up nicely by stating "what is the cause?"-
really, what is the real issue here? "Is it a 
political agenda or winning souls to Christ?" 

And in "Readers' Response,""Name With-
held" was right on the money when he/she 
said the religious world feels the need to keep 
their theology simple. He/she said it so well. 

Joan Morrison 
Columbus, Ohio 

He who walks in integrity, walks securely. 
Proverbs 10:9 
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Editorial 
( Continued from page 66) 

and coping. Despite the restoration plea for 
unity based on no creed but Chiist, much of 
the teaching in the Churches of Christ came to 
substitute salvation by light doctiine for sal-
vation by grace. Our culture and society em-
phasize appearances over substance. 

Years of dotting i's and crossing t'scramp 
our hands and narrow our vision. Hearts grow 
heavier even as they grow smaller. Legalism 
makes us hard-hearted. It stifles hope. It is 
always uneasy with change. With legalism 
we must put up a fa~ade of strength while our 
heart longs for acceptance. Finally, legalism 
kills (II Coiinthians 3:6-7). 

With so many things working against us, 
how can we overcome this pattern? How can 
we learn to accept and expeiience the all-
sufficient grace of God? 

In II Coiinthians 3, Paul wrote that the 
eyes of those clinging to legalism were veiled 
and their minds were hardened. But when one 
turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. We 
must tum to the Lord, so that the veil of 
legalism may drop from our eyes and mind. 
When we "tum to the Lord" we quit trying to 
do it ourselves; we give up our struggling and 
groping. We see in Chiist the light of God's 
grace. 

Now the Lord is the Spiiit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
(II Coiinthians 3: 17) 

Sometimes turning to the Lord is a gradual 
process as we learn to trust God's grace more 
and more for everything: our salvation, our 
daily ministry, and our very lives. Being aware 
of the evil in our hearts and the brokenness of 
our lives makes it difficult to believe that God 
not only loves us, but has saved us. The years 
of legalistic sermons and the heaping of guilt 
have taken their toll on our hearts' acceptance 
of grace, so that we must rely on God's grace 
in order to accept his grace. 

When we 
"turn to the Lord," 
we quit trying to do it 
ourselves; we give up 
our struggling and groping. 
We see in Christ the 
light of God's grace. 

We pray that in the articles in this issue 
you will see the grace of God at work, but, 
even more, we pray that you will expeiience 
and accept God's all-sufficient grace for you. 

J. Bruce Kilmer 
Co-editor 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
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and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 
II Corinthians 13:14 

lnlegrlly 

1\vo Meditations on Sin and Grace 
PAT OJA 

Meditation #1 
"And I said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, 
and sanctify the house of the Lord God of your fathers, 
and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place." 

Have I carded all of the filthiness out of 
the temple of the Lord? Does this body still 
bow under the tyranny of sin, clinging to the 
vestiges of perverted pleasure, while the Holy 
Spiiit yearns for an abiding place? Hezekiah 
informed the piiests that their fathers had 
done evil in the eyes of God, having turned 
their faces away from the habitation of the 
Lord. If my eyes are turned away from the 
temple of God, does that not mean that I have 
cast all care for my own spiritual welfare to 
the winds of Satanic fury? In all logic, turning 
my eyes from the temple of the Lord is to my 
own devastating detriment, for the neglect of 
his abiding place is the neglect of my own 
body-"Do you not know that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit?" 

Spiritual apathy may equal physical inac-
tivity in the temporal world, but in the spiri-
tual realm, it is as active as a pounding 

Meditation #2 

sledgehammer, battering away at the founda-
tion of Iighteousness which supports the 
temple of God. 

"Sanctify yourselves," said the king. In 
what areas of my life am I not set apart, not a 
stranger and sojourner? In what areas have I, 
like Lot, staked my tent dangerously near 
Sodom? Have I entrenched myself so deeply 
in the lusts of this world that though my soul 
is vexed day by day, yet I beg to remain, even 
as the fiery clouds of destruction draw near? 
0 Lord, save me from this madness! "He 
gives grace for grace"-Lord, empower me 
with the desire to puiify the temple, an over-
whelming burden weighing so heavily that it 
crushes underneath it the lecherous voice of 
the flesh. The temple must remain pure if the 
God of Holiness is to dwell within. Search 
me, 0 Holy Spiiit-has all the filthiness been 
carried forth from your temple? 

"Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, 
the God who is our salvation." 

He is always interceding. He has not come 
alongside simply to encourage as we stumble 
under the oppressive cares of this world. He 
has come to dwell within, that it may be his 
strength which causes our weary shoulders no 
longer to sag. The God who is our salvation 
saves us daily from the weight of our own 
shortcomings, his all-sufficient life chasing 
out the doubts and fears and breathing into us 
the sweet fragrance of hope. 
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Today my burden seems to overwhelm 
me, but today the Lord says he himself will 
bear it on my behalf. My knees buckle as the 
weight grows devastating, but it is when I am 
diiven to my knees that the burden is lifted. 
The peace which God gives to those whose 
burden he has lifted cannot be explained, nor 
even understood, but only experienced. 0 my 
soul, cast your burden upon the Lord, for he 

(Continued on back cover) 
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