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PREFACE

who has intimate knowledge of Syria’s

problems and of the spirit of American
institutions, and a fair acquaintance with
Europe’s dealings with the East, I have
spoken my own conviction on this sub-
ject and advocated what I believe to be
the best plan of gov_ernr‘neht for my
mother country., . .

At the same time I believe that I have
advocated that which the majority of
enlightened Syrians in this country and
the much afflicted “old home” would ap-
prove. If the repeated declarations of
such Syrians in America that it is “the
best country in the world,” “the land of
true freedom,” “the home of justice,”
“the country of fair play,” and that “it
has done for us what no other country

[ viii ]

PREFACE

could have done’ are as sincere as I be-
lieve they are, then my countrymen can-
not conscientiously reject my plan. Nay,
I have every reason to believe that they
will join me in the appeal to this great
country to carry into our motherland the
blessings which she has bestowed upon
us as immigrants, and which we prize as
highly as life itself. In this way only, as
it seems to me, Syria can be permanently
saved not only from Turkish misrule, but
from European complications also, and
made to take her place among the free
countries of the world.

‘The brevity of the present volume is
intentional. Its purpose is not to give
an ‘exhaustive treatment of its subject,
but to voice the desire of an oppressed

[ix]




AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

respect. Wherever the work of libera-
tion and enlightenment is needed, there
is the place where free men, whether as
soldiers or as teachers and missionaries,
should be.

Can the land which has given the
human race its greatest prophets and
noblest scriptures, and which cradled
Christianity, be to America a strange
and alien land? Can the glory of Leba-
non, the coasts of Sidon and Tyre, Gali-
lee, Olivet, and Zion be called by America
common and unclean! Is not the soul
of a people which has made so rich con-
tributions to the spiritual treasures of
the world worthy to be redeemed and
restored? ‘Let America’s generous soul
answer!  Syria, Christendom’s Holy
Land, martyred Armenia and Asia Minor,
where the whole history of the “early

[ 24 ]

WILL AMERICA GO?

Church” is buried under the iron heel of
ruthless rulers, are modning under cen-
turies of oppression and crying for de-
liverance. Their redemption, besides
being a divine act of mercy toward them

and a -rich blessing to their rescuers,

would contribute materially toward the
doing away with the causes of- future
WATS.

As will be seen in the following chap-
ters, the needs of the peoples in whose
behalf T am speaking are peculiarly ap-
pealing. They differ materially from the
needs of Belgium, and even from those
of Russia and the Balkan States. Those
peoples of the East need to be mothered
by a nation which shall be free from self-
interest in her dealing with them, and
which shall lead them tenderly into that
coveted state of “self-determination.”

[25]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

was not long after the Young Turks had
come into power before it became very
evident that their main purpose was to
Turkify or, failing in that, to extermi-
nate the -non-Turkish elements in the
Empire. When the Balkan war deprived
the Turks of almost all their European
possessions, the only “alien” provinces
which remained under Turkish rule were
Armenia, Syria, and Arabia. The un-
official protection which France and Eng-
land had extended to those countries
before the present war served to a con-
siderable extent as a deterrent to the
Turks. When the war came, the Turkish
demons were unchained, and, supported
by Germany, they proceeded to carry out
their long-cherished désigns_ against the
helpless non-Turkish peoples under their
sway. The unspeakable horrors of the

[30]

THE EAST'S HUMAN ASSETS

vast tragedies of Armenia and Syria are
current history,

- Syria and Armenia are often spoken
of by the majority of Americans as though
those countries were one and the same.
Their two names are supposed to be in-
terchangeable terms. The facts in the
case, however, completely contradict this

‘opinion.

Syria and Armenia are two separate
countries which differ from one another
in every essential. They are, as the map
will show, two distinct geographical en-
tities, Armenia lying to the northeast

of Syria, which occupies the region be-

tween Egypt and ‘Arabia on the south,
Asia Minor and Armenia on the north,
the Arabian desert- and the Euphrates
on the east, and the Mediterranean on
the west. The Armenians are Aryans

C31]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

by race, and, as such, they hold a closer

kinship with the Americans than with

the Syrians. They have an ancient na-
tive language of their own, which is one
of the Indo-European family of lan-
guages. They have a national Church,
the Armenian Church, whose origin goes
back perhaps to the second century of
our era. For many centuries before and
after the Christian era the Armenians
were ruled by kings of their own blood,
2 fact which has been to them, ever
since - they lost their independence, a
mighty incentive to free themselves again
from the yoke of alien rulers.

The Syrians, on the other hand, are
Semites by race, with a liberal inclusion
of alien peoples which the many con-
quests of that country by foreign powers
left behind them. The present language

[32]
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of Syria is the Arabic, which is one of
the Semitic family of languages, and is
no more like the Armenian than it is
like the English or the French language.
While Syria is the mother of the Church
‘universal, unlike Armenia it has never
had a national Church. In it are repre-
sented all the ancient and several of the
‘modern Christian sects. The Greek Or-
thodox, Greek Catholic, Maronite, Syriac,
Jacobite, Coptic, Armenian, Nestorian,
Latin, Lutheran, Anglican, Presbyterian,
and other churches are domiciled in that
birthplace of the faith. As might be
readily inferred, the Jewish faith is
strongly represented in Syria, also the
various Mohammedan sects, the Druses,
and other less conspicuous non-Christian

faiths. So far as nurmbers are concerned,

Molmmé@gqism is the dominant faith
[33]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

peace comes, and will perhaps ally her-
self with Russia. Syria, which occupies
the most significant position among those
provinces of the Near East, remains, SO
far as its future government is concerned,
without a definite prospect. |

But before addressing myself more
fully to the subject of government, I will
give a brief survey of what I have termed
“the human assets” of Syria and its
neighboring provinces.

Intelligent Westerners find no valid
reasons to class the Syrians and Arme-
nians with the “backward peoples” simply
because they are not rich, highly edu-
cated, and well organized politically. If
what is meant by “backward peoples”
are those human groups which are men-
talljf incompetent to advance beyond a
certain stage of social progress which

[38]
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civilized man has left far behind, then
thz peoples of my subject are emphati-
cally not of ‘those groups. So far as the
native individual gifts are concerned, the

‘Syrians and Armenians possess the proper

credentials for admittance into the com-
pany of civilized thinkers anywhere in
the world. It is true that the Orientals
in general have not been very successful
as nation-builders and their ethical stand-
ards have not been wniformly high;
nevertheless their capacities for progress
are as unlimited as those of their West-
ern cousins.

In my judgment the failure of the
Oriental to rival the better European
type on the main lines of progress has
not been due to intellectual inferiority
nor to moral degeneration, but to a lack
of genius for organization. The East-

[39]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

erner ts a good thinker and no mean phi-
losopher. He is certainly a poet and a
spiritual genius, but, compared with the
better European races, he is indifferent
to system. His indifference to system,
like a real dreamer, has been the chief
cause of his failure as a nation-builder.
He has not been able to see things in the
large, and to subordinate partial interests
and provincial allegiances to national in-
terests and the common welfare of the
whole people. As a result of this the
political and social life of the Near East
has for centuries been unstable and in-
secure, and this insecurity has rendered
systematic progress, whether in educa-
tion, ethics, or industry, impossible.

Yet satisfactory progress along these
lines is not utterly beyond the Eastern-

ers. “They are very teachable, and under

[ 40]
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proper guidance many of them have been
found capable of appreciating and suc-
cessfully dealing with the privileges and
responsibilities of a  highly organized
social life. As immigrants in this coun-
try, the Syrians even of the “first gen-
eration” have given a very gratifying
account of themselves. It is neither
possible nor desirable to remove from an
immigrant all his “foreign® characteris-
tics in the course of a few years’ residence
in this country. To empty a foreigner of
all his inherited tendencies and Old World
habits is not, in my judgment, to “Ameri-
canize” him. The better method is so
to guide him as to have him retain the
nobler traits of his old ‘simple and po-
etical life — traits which America needs
— and to adopt in addition such Ameri-
can tendencies as are fit to be perma-

[41]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE -NEAR EAST

nently incorporated into the national
character.
Judged from this point of view, the

Syrian in America will be found to be

an asset and not a liability to the coun-
try. The criminal records of the country
will show that on the whole he is a peace-
ful, law-abiding citizen, utterly free from
the stain of the revolting crimes com-
mitted by some European immigrants or
even native-born Americans. In educa-
tional circlés his record is a source of
pride to him and of deep gratification to
his teachers. He makes a very creditable
use of the ballot, he is an ardent lover of
his adopted country, and, as the present
military records show, a sacrificing pa-
triot. - While the majority of the Syrian
immigrants of the first generation follow
ordinary commercial pursuits, and lack in

L4z ]
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a measure the steadiness and endurance
which characterize the hardier type of
European and American industrial work-
ers, yet the Syrian has entered suc-

cessfully many of the professions — the

ministry, law, medicine, dentistry, teach-
ing in schools and colleges, engineering,
and other professions —and proved his
fitness as a skilled worker.

Even in his native land, under most
adverse conditions, when he came in
touch with European and American cul-
ture, the Syrian responded to its incen-
tives most creditably. As a thinker he
soon merited the respect and admiration
of his Western teachers. His talents
blossomed even in a land cursed by rulers
who had no affinity whatever for culture.

No national ideals were there to spur his

genius to great achievements; no politi-

[43 ]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

simple fashion of “biblical times” soon
distinguished themselves as thinkers and
men of affairs, and won the admiration
and loud praise of the English. _

In his noted work, “Modern Egypt,”t
Lord Cromer, for many years head of the
British forces in Egypt, says: “Whether

from a moral, social, or intellectual point

of view, the Syrian stands on a dis-
tinctively high level. . . . A high-class
Syrian is ‘an accomplished gentleman,
whose manners and general behavior ad-
mit of his being treated on a footing of
perfect social equality by high-class Eu-
ropeans. His intellectual level is also un-
questionably high.” In the same book ®
this distinguished author adds: “I may
say that those few Armenians with whom

t “Modern Egypt,” Vol. II, p. 218. The Mac-
millan Company, 1908.

 Ibid. p. 220.
L46]
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I have been brought in contact appear to
me to constitute, with the Syrians, the
intellectual cream of the Near East.”

- From this brief survey of the human
assets of the Near East it may be readily
seen that its peoples can, under proper
guidance, bring themselves to a high
level of social and political progress, and
become the companions, instead of re-
maining the wards, of the civilized people
of the earth.
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CuarTER IV

“SPHERES OF INFLUENCE”

HAVE already stated that the de-

liverance of the Near East from ages

of misrule, by America, would con-
tribute materially toward the removal of
the causes of future wars. ‘I have chosen
Syria as the most strategical theatre of
such action, because I believe the im-
provement of her lot would work most
effectively for the betterment of the for-
tunes of the other Near Eastern coun-
tries, from Persia to the Mediterranean
and from the Black Sea to Arabia.
~Among those countries Syria is a
pivotal point. Chiefly because of its

[48]
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geogrz;phical position as a passageway
between the Empires of the Euphrates
and the Empires of the Nile, and as a
connecting link between Europe and the
Far East, this country has been for ages

the coveted prize of ambitious conquer-

ors. Its control, if not absolute posses-
sion, has been the cause of many wars
from the days of Sennacherib and Cyrus
to the days of the present German Kaiser.

Syria’s most holy city, Jerusalem, is
unique among the cities of the whole
earth. It is the Holy Place (Mackdis)
of the three great Semitic religions —
Judaism, Christianity, and Mohammed-
anism — and the only city in the world
where every Christian sect has a shrine.
As long as the Bible lives, Syria will
remain the most enlightening commen-
tary on the contents of that Holy Book.

[ 49 ]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

from the hands of one tyrant to those of
another for so many centuries, is crying
for a strong and beneficent deliverer, for
a real friend to guide her to enlightened
self-government.

In my judgment America is the coun-

try which is best fitted for this humane

task. I do not say that America is the
best “colonizer,”” nor that Syria’s real
need is to be “colonized” by being tied
to the chariot of a strong and conguering
nation. The cry is rather for a big-
hearted, disinterested helper, whose mo-
tives shall be above suspicion, and whose
reward, the joy of helpfulness.

France and England have been in
Syria through their educational, com-
‘mercial, and political enterprises for many
generations. They have rendered that
country most valuable service. Their

[s21]

“SPHERES OF INFLUENCE”

schools and colleges have exerted upon
the minds of its youth the ennocbling
educational influences which their in-
competent and cruel rulers have always
denied them, and their fleets and armies
warded off many calamities with which
those ' rulers would have visited their
helpless subjects. Whatever turn events
may take in the future, the Syrians néver
can be too grateful to the French and
the English for their efforts in behalf of
that oppressed people.

Nevertheless, “European complica-
tions” have always served to qualify. in
the minds of the peoples of the Near East
the intentions of all the European Powers
in their dealings with those peoples. To
my knowledge the Easterners never could
have complete confidence that their own
welfare ever was the sole incentive for

[s531]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

of the various nations as favorable to the
consummation of Zionist hopes. The
world is being refashioned. The ma-
jority of the great and enlightened
nations claim to be fighting for the free-
dom of all peoples. Neveér before was
the heart of the world so responsive to
the cry of the oppressed as it is now. All
signs, also, point to the permanent sepa-
ration from Turkey of her Near Eastern
provinces. Palestine has already fallen
‘to the British. Zion has been delivered
from Turkish bondage.

Is not the time, therefore, very oppor-
tune for the friends of Zionism to press
its claims with greater vigor than ever
before, and secure, if poésib_le, the coveted
land of Palestine as a free and permanent
home for Jewish nationalism? So it
must seem to the ardent supporters of

[ 102 ]

THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT

this Jewish movement, and their hopes
cannot be pronounced elusive.
Christendom, also, is deeply interested
in the Zionists’ expectations. - This in-
terest springs not necessarily from the
Christians’ love for the Jews, for hatred
for the Jew has been one of Christen-
dom’s gravest offences against God and
humanity. Christian- interest in the
Zionist movement comes chiefly from the
fact that there are millions of Christians
who believe that Christ’s kingdom will
not come upon the earth until the Jews
have been “restored” to Palestine. To
such the success of Zionism means the
long-awaited regathering of the chosen
people to their “promised land.”
There are many others whose interest
in this significant movement is purely
romantic. The thought of a ‘“‘restored

[103 ]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

Israel” to the land of its origin seems to
reinvest for them the ages of Hebrew
history with compelling charms. The
picture of the sons of Abraham regath-
ered as a people, free and strong, to
“build the old wastes, and raise up the
former desolations,” and sing again the
psalms of their faith and hope among
the hills of Zion, is to the lovers of
romance a most enchanting vision. This
expectation for the advent of Christ’s
kingdom upon the final restoration of
the Jews to the Holy Land and the legiti-
mate romantic interest are shared also
by many of that minority of Christians
who are deeply intefésted in the improve-
ment of the Jew’s lot, and the restoration
to him, as a man, of his lawful right of
social and political equality with the other
enlightened members.of the human race.

[ 104 ]
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THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT

And it is not at all strange that the
Christians in general, as well as many
among the Jews themselves, should have
only a superficial knowledge of the aims

and purposes of Zionism. Zionism is-

not a general movement to “restore”
the fourteen million Jews from all the
regions of the earth to the Holy Land.
Such an enterprise would involve, to say
the least, a physical impossibility. Even
if it had no other inhabitants, Palestine
could not properly sustain one fourth of
the Jews of the world, even if they could
all be led, or driven, into it. Again, the
Jéws are very far from being all Zionists.
Only a minority of them is deeply inter-

ested in this movement. Millions among

them are perfectly indifferent to it, and
many are decidedly opposed to it. But
the leaders of Zionism are among the

[ 105 ]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

foremost men of this remarkable race,
and their followers can by no means be
called “only a few.”

The purpose of the Zionist movement
is to provide the Jews, who refuse to
relinquish their claim to being 2 nation,
a national centre and a “legally secured
home”” which they may call their own.
I can do no bettér in presenting the pur-
pose of Zionism than to quote the words
of the honorary president of this move-
ment in America, Justice Brandeis of the
United States Supreme Court.

“Tet us bear clearly in mind,” says
Justice Brandeis, “what Zionism is, or
rather what it is not. It is not-a move-
ment to remove all the Jews of the world
compulsorily to Palestine. In the first
place there are 14,000,000 Jews, and
Palestine would not accommodate more

[ 106 ]

THE ZIOMIST MOVEMENT

than one fifth of that number. In the
second place, it is not a movement to
compel any one to go to Palestine. It is
essentially a movement to give to the
Jew more, not less, freedom, — it aims
to enable the Jews to exercise the same
right now exercised by practically every
other people in the world: To live at
their option either in the land of their
fathers or in some other country; 2 right
which members of small nations as well
as of Jarge, — which Irish, Greek, Bul-
garian, Serbian, or Belgian, may now
exercise as fully as Germans or English.

«7Zionism seeks to establish in Pales-
tine, for such Jews as choose to go and
remain there, and for their descendants,
a legally secured home, where they may
live together and lead a Jewish  life,
where they may expect ultimately to con-

[ 1071
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

stitute a majority of the population, and
may look forward to what we should call
home rule. The Zionists seek to estab-
lish this home in Palestine because they
are convinced that the undying longing
of Jews for Palestine is a fact of deepest
significance; that it is a manifestation
in the struggle for existence by an an-
cient people which had established its
right to live—a people whose three

thousand years of civilization has pro-

duced a faith, culture, and individuality
which enable them to contribute largely
in the future, as they had in the past,
to the advan'ce of civilization;  and that
it is not a right merely, but a duty of the
Jewish nationality to survive and de-
velop. ~They believe that there only
can Jewish life be fully protected from
the forces of disintegration; that there

[ 108 ]
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alone can the Jewish spirit reach its
full and natural development; and that
by securing for those Jews who wish to
settle in Palestine the opportunity to do
so, not only those Jews, but all other

Jews will be benefited and that the long

perplexing Jewish Problem will, at last,
find solution.”

Zionist writers dwell upon the fact that
notwithstanding the improvement of his
lot in many western European countries
and in America, the Jew remains a “man
without a country.” Many countries
have admitted the Jews into full equality
before the law with other citizens; never-
theless, the social mind of non-Jews in

1 “The Jewish Problem. How to Solve It,”
by Louis DD, Brandeis; pamphlet published by the
Federation of American Zionists, New York

City, 1917.
[109]
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AMERICA, SAVE THE NEAR EAST

tine. - In the first place, the universal
prejudice against the Jews is shared by
those sects in the East. The Jews “cru-
cified Christ” and “dealt treacherously
with Mohammed.” Until they abjure
the sins of their fathers and are con-
verted to the faith of their persecutors,
the Jews will remain in disfavor. |
But, in the second place, this inhuman
attitude toward the Jew is not the sole
reason which impels the Christians and
Mohammedans of Palestine and Syria in
general to resist Zionism. Its possible
political consequences afford a more ra-
tional reason. The Syrians perceive that
the goal of Zionism is the establishment
of an independent Jewish state in Pales-
tine, or at least the establishment of an
autonomous Jewish state under the pro-
tection of some foreign Power. Under

[rrg]
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the auspices of the Zionists, Palestine
must either be detached from Syria and
“given to the Jews,” or become a “sphere
of influence” of some Western Power.
Either prospect is repugnant to the
non—]ewish'p:opulation' of the “land of
promise” and to -intelligent Syrians in
America.

The process of redsoning in the case
is very simple. The Zionists’ ultimate
purpose is to establish a Jewish national
centre for all the Jews of the dispersion,
To this centre the Jews of the world are
to look, not only for inspiration, but for
redress in time of trouble. In Palestine
the Hebrew language is to be revived
and, in course of time, made the Janguage
of the land. In Palestine a vital Jewish
atmosphere is to be created through the
spread of Jewish culture,—an atmos-

[115 ]
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pletely merged with the general Syrian
population. |
Another, and less personal, reason
upon which our Maronite friends base
their proposition is that, owing to the
diversities of race and creed among them,
the Syrians could not be really free if they
were forced into an unnatural unity under
one government. The interests of the

Mohammedans, the Christians, the Jews, -

and the Druses are not identical, there-
fore could not be properly served, except
through suc'h-pl‘an of government as Is
here proposed. Let, therefore, the Jew
rule in Palestine, the Christian in Mount
Lebanon, and the Mohammedan in the

other parts of Syria. I am not certain-

what sphere, according to this plan, is
assigned to the Druses, who dwell largely
in the Lebanon.

[ 1341

A FORM OF GOVERNMENT

It is no part of my present task to
undertake to prove or disprove the valid-
ity of our Maronite friends’ claim :o the
definite separateness of Mount l.chanon
from Syria. My only word on thi- point
is this: I was born and brought up in the
province of Mount Lebanon. I am not
aware that as Lebanonians we ever
thought of ourselves as other than Syri-
ans, or of our province as not being a
part of modern Syria. Lebanon has
always enjoyed certain privileges which
the other parts of Syria have been denied,
but that has never been thought suffi-
cient to separate definitely that province
from Syria, or to put it outside the Turk-
ish dominions.

However, be that as it may, our pres-
ent and more vital question is: Would
such a plan of government serve the end

L1351
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aimed at and solve Syria’s problem?
Would it bring the various sects together
as cobperative citizens, or divide Syria,
as of old, into warring principalities?
What a misfortune it would be for a
country numbering less than three mil-
lions to be. split into little “nations,”
each having its own army, border line,
custom-houses, foreign relations, etc.!
Again, the Maronites would make the
Lebanon a free state “under French
protection.” The Jews would have Pal-
estine for their state “under English
protection.” The Mohammedans would
naturally seck some other nation’s * pro-
tection” in order to keep the “balance of
power” ‘in the country. Again there
would be produced in Syria the ancient
petty kingdoms which in ancient times
sought alliances with Egypt, Babylon,

[ 136 ]

A FORM OF GOVERNMENT

and other powerful dynasties. The hate-
ful “spheres of influence” would be es-
tablished by sheer force of circumstances
and the various “sovereign states” of
Syria swayed to and fro by the fortunes
of the protecting Powers. Sectarian nar-
rowness would grow ever more narrow;
bigotry, more keen; and the danger of
war between those states more threaten-
ing, as they grow in power and are
urged by the ambition to enlarge their
dominions.

This being, as it seems to me, the
case, I believe that the most advanta-
geous scheme of government for Syria,
and safest for the world, would be a fed-
eral union of states, something like the
American Union. I do not assert that
this form of government, applied to that
country, would be free from difficulties

[ 137 ]
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— it has not been so in America — but
the most advantageous. It would give all
necessary latitude to racial and religious
interests, without disorganizing the coun-
try by emphasizing its divisions and by
placing its fragments under the protec-
tion of half a dozen Luropean Powers.

A federal union of states centred in a
national government, with Damascus,
perhaps, as capital, would give the vari-
ous provinces the necessary freedom of
local self-government and at the same
time bind them all to one national ideal.
The provinces, or states, of Palestine,
Lebanon, Damascus, and Aleppo could
then elect their own governors and legis-
latures, undisturbed by outside inter-
ferences, and at the same time remain

united as members of a greater common-

wealth than their own small principality.
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Under such a system of government
those people who speak the same lan-
guage and have the same general habits
of life could establish a strong modern
national wuniversity that should be free
from all sectarian influences, where their
sons and daughters might be educated,
not as rulers and subjects, but as co-
operative citizens. Sectarian interests
could be served in other ways — as they
are served in America — without inter-
fering with national interests, and a new
nation would arise in the Near East to
greet the light of the new day.

With the sectarian and racial interests
so guarded, through free action as regards
local matters, the national government
could then be organized on purely secular
lines. Its officers would be chosen with
reference to fitness, and not to creed and
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