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% " RELIGION 1§ NOT MERELY A MATTER OF ENOWIL-
" EDGE, BUT THE WAY OF LIFE” If we study the |
¥ history - of religion seriously - and - with  perfeet” |
i freedom and openfiess of mind, we find that as a
f'i'ule men do not differ about the essence of ‘relig-
: .:__ion, but about its' forms. The. Apostle Paul tells beodm el g
., ‘us'(Gal 5:22) «The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, - T |7 T
. i peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, R
{i?lﬁeekness, self-control ; against these there is no law.” i
- The Apostle means that all those in whose lives such
}fruits:appear are not subject to the law of ordinances
.and to doctrinal disputes, because by their fruits they
jfjmje known to live the life of the spirit. o
* Now all men know that these fruits of the"'épirit i
j'aré good and are the real riches of human- life.
“Wherever they- appear, they are: recognized as’ the o i
‘manifestations of a good inner life, and’ that they \
.are one in essence in all the races of men, "What
men really differ ahd quarrel about and hateone
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the forms of baptism, on - whether leavened ; or:un-,

41l worshippers. 1t only ¢ ays that religion is gowe-

“thing deeper and more vita), than.a)l. such &
means. 5 DR - |

Trree Christians believej:s’haﬁ- the eésenig_la.lj%;;}pgsa,ge N
nd:not .-

of the Grospel is a call to] spiritual living,
a structure of speoulativq,:ig‘iontrine. ' Seid;

Jesus (John 10:10) «L. an) jcome; that the night

bave life, and that they might have:
dantly.” He does not sa
bave many doctrines, or;Qn ;
and fight one another begause of such -dg §
No doubt he knew that xxiéﬁ‘must" differ é{bqu orms,
but his purpese was and 4ig’ that all such
should be made subject tpithe wvastly greater p1
of life itself. In his great beatitudes Jesu

2lso of this law of life. Let us listen to bis:
(Matt. 5:3-9) Blessed e the! poor. in.

i I

am ¢ome thap they may.
authoritatiy itrine,

o spiriht
theirs js the kingdom of jheaven. Blessed .axe-

BT e b

GToN. ;» They haﬁ*é_diﬁqi’;q on: i

leavened bread should be used in ‘the Lq_rdz's'Su_;[i;per', R
; on' definitions of Christ’s ‘nature, the forms of the .
PR C.rosé, and other similar ext,a_;naliti@s.' Fr_ee‘:_Cl;rist.‘ian- 5 s _
RIS 1ty does not say that all suclj‘iif_orms should be pajeéi:,ed,; sl
© ", of. that any one single form should be adopted; by
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, _tha.{momn_i%‘for théy,s_hall ‘Lbe'eor'nforted. Blessed '
are‘ the meek: forthey shall ‘inherit the ear h,
_ Blessed are thoy which do hunger and thirst after

righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are
the merciful : for they shall obtain mercy. -Blessed
are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed
are the peacemakers : for they shall be called the cohil-
dren of God.” :

* In all these great utterances, the Master does not
say, “Blessed are those who believe many doctrines,
or ‘those who think their own doctrine is the only
true one, or those who are baptized after one form or

another.” No; his words are LIFE and not doctrine.
_ : .~ There are many Christians who think that the test
. 'of s Christian’s faith is the amount of praise he gives - . '
% Jesus’ name and the number of miracles he believes - =
" in, “We hold that the name of Jesus is worthy of our
. “praise, and reverence for bim should be the joy of every

+ . Christian.. Men are free also to believe in miracles,

;:‘_'j‘if_g‘;‘tt}rough such a belief one feels himself surrounded -
- by apiritual forces. - Not all nen, however, can believe
T alike as regards such matters. ~Jesus himself attached

.. very little significance to mere. belief in any form.

‘Here are his words (Matt. 7:21-28) «Not every-one

- that eaith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into, the
"lgingdor‘n of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
b




CAR 1* ather.

Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me in that.
-day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy1 name?’
‘and in thy name bave cast out devils? and in, thy-
name done many wonderful works? © And then will’
BT | proieqs unto them, I neyer knew you depart from_

i me, ye that work 1111qu1ty e

3 nov those who even WORKED miracles and not only
‘ \ibelieved in them. The doing of the will of the Father
Foas'Jesns did it hm\lﬁaﬁ'“by living a pure, brave, un-

' '.3:-_53selﬁsh life and doing good to all men—is the way to

the kingdom of God. Nor does Jesus say that only
'_1n one denomination can:men do the will; of the
“He that doeth. the will of my Father,” not
. m any one Church, or according to'the’ teaching of
" any one Creed, but anywhere and everywhere in the
- world. ....‘33 g BN F v
Huwman experience, also, witnesses: to the truth of
Jesus’ sayings, and againgt the claims: of ,those who
think that their own form -of faith'is the only true;

one. Heretofore every Christian sect has ‘madé-such: -

a claim. But the fact is that even: : the: members of

- In ‘these sayings Jesus tells us that fhosa ‘who.
pl aised him much and called him “Lord, Lord,” ‘were:
not thiose whom he considered to be his real followers,:

ki

the same denomination do not love and trust ona."'*” i

3 reed

another, sunply because they a,ll profess on'

‘were more 1mport&nt than 1ts, essence..
‘given t_hemselves to disputations over the externals

It. is n sad fact that in many cases men have suffered |
most from members of their own church. Bad men

as well as good men are found in all denominations,
1'éga,1'dless of those ' denominations’ beliefs. Men
always love, trust, and reverence, not the man who
says «I believe this and that doetrine”; not the man
who cries “Lord, Lord,” but him who Dors the will
of God, whose life yields “the fruits of the spirit.”
Such persons are accepted by Christ, because they
live the Christ life. They have within them the fore-
gleams of immortality. They may be baptized by
immersion or sprinkling, they may use leavened or
unleavéned bread in the Lord’s Supper, and may be
called Catholics, Protestants, Presbyterians, Methodist
or Unitarian; 1¥ THEY WALK BY THE SPIRIT AND
SHOW THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT IN THEIR LIVES
THEY ARE LOVED BY MEN AND ACCEPTED WITH GOD,
It is this Christian faith that free Christians hold
snd teach. ,Wa. feel.that. the different Christian
bodies bave held in_ practice that the forms of rehglon
They have

of religion and thus strengthened hatred rather

. than love between them. If all the sermons that have

- been preached on baptism had been devoted to
. CHARACTER, and if all the books ‘that have been
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L ‘_i'-,gﬁ"'lpms of all men,

| written on the “two natures” of bhrlst und the usages
Jm Church service and ‘the a.uthomty of creed and
council had dealt with BROTHERLY LoVE and the
/I brotherhood of man, Ohrlstnns would not be today

fighting and killing one. another, They: could have
/

friends and worked together for the br nging
kingdom of God on the esrth. H
' We accept Christ and, his teaching, -
| splrltual leader and God’s chief revelati ]
i We love the Christian religion,  but_we
do mghhatmuy other rehgmn. BEQAUBEWB love our

;.6ouisness, is acceptable to him,”
_Ull our hearts.
1, every religion should teaah one another, “qu:akmg
~the truth in love.”
true wherever they mayg

fou.nd For lov

.-..w,..t.,—.._ﬂ_“». o

had the creeds and usages ‘which the various groups -
desired to have and atithe same time: 'remalned |

-religion and our Chrlst, we would  be the friends and .I
Chnst teaches us loveéand not' )

L per=
l‘cewe that God 18 no respecter of person.éz buil:) in :_ ‘ .3
‘every nation he that feareth him:‘and; worketh' r1ght—'=- i
Thmwe beheve with .
We beligye: that. the': .adherents of .-

They should' seek the g:ood_and ' o
g truth Sl

1k 1t is unnatural.

i
1

a.nd righteousness a.re one and the same in all the

World. : :

© This is the thmg whmh our present age -most
urgently needs, Unity and not division; love ‘and
not hatred; peace and not war. The world has suf-
fered enough from religious contentions. .Many of
the causes of those contentions are inherited - miscon-

ceptions .and prejudices which are out of harmony .
with the modern spirit. It is time for intelligent per- |

sons to, THINK about. their religion, and not simply to

accept it as an inheritance. The word of the past-was

FIXITY, the word of the present is PROGRESS. Prog-

ress is a thing of the spirit and demands a change in -

the form of expression with every advance. ' It de-
,nands ’liberation from the narrow creeds which were
constructed in periods of history whose ideals dlffered
- widely from those of the present. - P

"1 In the past each religious commumon, like each

* to all men and all:races.. After so many centuries

L

" na,tlon, considered itself to be:the only divinely ap-
. pointed church to conquer and rule the world, - But
" the nineteen hundred years of Christian hlstury, have '
~ shown clearly that this conception is as incorrect By
! ~vAll' the testimony of .histery, '
' ";l' seience and phllosophy shows beyond the possibility
' of doubt that no one form of faith can be acceptable :
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of contention andiistrife no on x'eed,,iij
religious, has succe'ér,‘déd in conélﬁ,ei'iﬁg"aﬁd.'ruling5the
whole world. 8o is'it not time-therefore;for intelli-
gent men to realize that God’s metliod i’ﬁ"-f]ouilding up
the world is not " BAMENESS, | but .HIVERSITY IN
HARMONY ? CEU el i
The nations of the 'jv{rorld~arj_e:'1eq.'1"ni1'1g¥_this lesson
at an enormous cost: :They are " being ;.é@ugh.t.‘that
the divine right to :rule the world :belongs only to
God and to humanity at large, ‘but’ notto any one
nation. Shall the various communions of ‘Christians
persist in opposing this divine:law }‘)Iyil-renlainillg
captives of an antiquated-ide_a.,,agd- rivals of one
ancther? Is this really the figh,t'*me_thod' for the
the churches to teach men. the ' precepts of. love and
harmony and thus lead the nations Tiri;the’-huildiﬁg up
ofa Worllt'l—democracy,?= P E ! ; o s
Obviously no! Essential. Christianity -means o
“diversity of gifts, but the same :8pirit;}) different
churches, but the same pﬁrpo$§;=&difﬁer§hﬁ fdrms,
but ove faith and. éne" baptism. of ‘the ‘spirit.’ | We.
cross the borders ofereed socially ‘nd olitically;
we form business partnerships and \preci
ships, regardless of ‘;-_Iffligious'_ affiliations,

+

Are we to hold th

e L
political sor,: +~ -

ous friend.

Cliristian spirit be IEsEigEn_eroﬁs than'the sooial spirit?*

|+, this war, will be doomed in’

" assume such an attitude toward God or man, : _

. tudes, the Gospel parables and the Lord’s Prayer; .
' whoever is baptized with the spirit in the heart, who-

zvn‘a_wi;ché.t thb'séfgwhoﬁ‘v%egiové dearly in this world
and would give our lives to save, a8 we are doing in;

. American young man should ever allow himself to

The call 'of the times is for fellowship and co-oper-
‘ation; for friendliness toward all religions. and all - '
.Taces. Whoever practices the religion of the Bea.ti-"

ever loves justice and mercy, and God and his - -

:neighbor, regardless of creed and sect, is with us and %
* not against us. We would join ourselves in cordial
" fellowship with those of our fellow-men anywhere in
_the world whose purpose is the worship of God and.
1 !the; service of man,—-and in our turn we would invite"
all men everywhere to join with us in this woiship
- and service. e B | SR Lo
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A _ ‘the other world becausev. k¢
. they do not aceept our creed?. Do we not by holding *
‘I such a view make God less generous and less com-
' passionate than ourselves? God forbid that any




