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this reason ne immigrant race is too small, no immigrant
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PREFACE

Althougzh the Syrians in the United States are an in-

significant number in comparison with such immigrant races

as the Germans, the Italians, the Irish, and the Jéws, yvet

they are present, and it is well that we know who they are,

¥hy and how they came, and what they are doing in the United
States, % Unlted States is a 1and of imn

came in time to flght in the T ?evolutionary

izgrants; some
Yar, some arrived

early enough to take part in the Civil Yar, and others,

perhaps the last to come in any great numbers, will be known

in American history as the heroes of the World War who

sacrificed their lives for their "mother countxry, t While

those of the first period are known as the Americans who mage

the United Stotes an independent and a sovereign country,

and those of the second reriod who preserved the Union ang

made it free, perhaps our last immigrants will be remembered
as the people who made possible American greatness in

industry, finance, and even cul ture. Just as in the past

80 in the present every element in the United States is con-

tributing something to American life, and we can appreciate

thelr contributions only if we know more about them, For

race is too late for us to study its origins, its immigration,

and its activities,
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The Background




INTRODUCT ION

The Background

CHAPTER 1.
THE SYRIAN PEOQOPLE

A. Original Stocks

If the Syrians are to be classified under one of
the majpr divisions of the white race, most likely'they—would
come under the head of Semites. But this only means that
the Semitic stock predominates, and not that it is the ex~
clusive stock of the Syrian people. At the dawn of the his~
tory of the country, the curtain rises on a land inhabited
by diverse, heterogeneous peoples, belonging to two of the
three great stocks of the white race. After the flight of
the Hebrews from Egypt, and at the time of their entrénce
into Palestine, lower Syria, the country was inhabited by
many tribes, the most important of whom were the Canaanites,
the Ammonites, the Phoenicians, the Arameans, the Philistines,
and the Hittites; the last two of Hamitic origin, kinsmen of
the éarly Egyptians, and the_othera like the Hebrews des-
cendants of Shem.. About this time these tribes had become
well intermixed through conquests and intermarriages, and
the country was divided among the Arameans and Phoehici&ns
in the.north, and the Canaanites and Philistines in the south,

with minor tribes interspersed throughout the country. The

1
i

|
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coming of the Hebrews into thenpromised land of Canaan added

]

4 " % e
another element to the racial strains of Syria.

B. Later Infusions

These were on the whole the original peoples of the

4

country, bulb iu-<E0e% 4 Syria like a ball was being

constantly passed from the hands of one conyueror fo the
hands of another. The Assyrians, the Egyptians, the Baby-

lonians, and the Persians, 511 ot one time or another, sub-

dued the disunited Syrians, and were their rulers for long
periods of time. There is no doubt Dbut that these various
conyuerors weTe survived by many descendants who sooner OT

later were assimilated by the older stocks.

o UL o Eomin

The first great ethnic infusion took place after

the subjugation of Syria by Alexander the Great in the 0

fourth century B.C. Alexander set out to conguer the East

e

to avenge the West, but 1t was not long before he began

having wider visions, visions of a Hellenistic~Oriental

world and culture, "to wed the fast to the west." One of ;
the means he took to accomplish this was the planting of 1
numerous Greek colonies throughout the East, and encouraging
intermarriages between the coloniste and the natives, gsetting

the example pimself . In Syria this policy resulted in the

JHebr € Profla
1. Charles J. Kent,,Part I, Chap. 1IV.
Hitti, History of Syrian Commerce, S. Moﬂaﬂgel,
Introduction, P. 5.

3. Plutarch's EEEE_QEEQEEEEEQQQ‘ See bibliography.
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infusion of a great deal of Aryan blood into a predomi-
nately Semitic population.

t was to this type of Syrians that the Roman Empire
opened up a wider field of activity. Rome created a new
Mediterranean world, in whose seaports and towns inter-
mingled men from all parts of the Empire on én equal footing,
living and working side by side and quite of ten inter-
marrying. Syria due to its favored location, received its
share of hybridized population.

The conquest of Syria by the Arabs in the seventh
century replenished the Semitic strain. This flow of Arab
blood into the country was not the first of its kind; for
centuries Arab tribes had migrated and lived along the eastern
fringe of Syria and had filtered into the interior. But the
Moslem Arab inroad was on a much greater scale, and of mdre
lasting effects that persist even to today.l

During the Saracenic rule and before the coming of
the Turké, there we?e other minor contributions to the modern
Syrian stock, the most important of which wasg the European
blood at the time of the (Crusades. It is.wea3 known that be-
sides the warriors who came tor;escué‘the Holy Land, many

non-fighting "Franks", especially after the setting up of the

4 various Christian states in Syria, immigrated into the country

l. Syrians, both Christian and Moslem, still call themselves

{ wmlad 'Urab, Children of the Arabs.
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:_every type of people that ever had access to the

1 vith a strong substratum of Semites,

and lived on the land under a traneplanted feudal system.

- Likewise, to the scacoast towns came FEuropean traders,

mostly Itizaang, who carried on an eéxtensive commerce between
A oty
L [

the interi gfand southern Europe. With the failure of the

Crusades and the reconquest of the land by the Saracens, the

European colonists had become go deeply rooted to the country

that they remaineq and were gradually assimilated into the

boedy of the population,

Then the Turks cane, but their appearance in the

country was nmerely as a Very small ruling class, and on the

whole of temporary residence. But under their rule Syria

did receive smalj Numbers of immigrants from other Turkish

provinces, namely from Armenia, Circassia, and the Xurd

country; and they are to be found mostly in the northern

part of the country. However, thege modern imeigrants are

of 8o recent g date that there has yet been only a slight

assimilation.

P It is quite evident, then, that the Syrians are g

people of various ang diverse stocks, with a VEry rich back-

| ground. They are an assimilation, a fueed mixture of almost

}editerranean

* from the dark Hamitic Egyptians to the fair Aryan Franks,

All these types are

| found among the modern Syrians, gnd We can understand it

3 mly if we remeuber their peculiar ethnic history.

™
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CHAPTER II.

CONDITION OF SYRIA DURING THE SECOND
HALF OF THE NIKETEENTH CENTURY

A. Political Conditions

fﬁnmfﬁe long history of Syria at no time did it form
an autonomous sﬁggg?\except when 1t wus under foreign rule,
as under the Antiochian Seleucides or the Arab Ommayades.
And when it was free of foreign masters, it inevitably split
up into_smaylfpetty states as in the Biblical days and during
the lastﬁég§;$of the Saracenic Empire.- It is safe to say
that on the whole Syria throughout its history formed a sub-
| ject province of whatever state hapﬁened-to be powerful in
://the Mediterranean. It has never been the good~fortune of
the Syrians to be able to unite and form an independent po-
litical entity. This lack of national consciousness seems
to be one of the outstanding traits of the Syrians.

One of the underlying causes of this divisive ten=-
dency of the Syrian ﬁeogle can be found in the physiograph-
icdl.condition of their country. Within a width of not more
than an hundred miles two mountain ranges, running down the
length of the country, divide xxg’g;uxﬁzy into three distinct
areas. Even within these areas, particularly in the moun-
tainous regions, there huve been from the beginning'of its

pistory isolated districts that have maintained, more or less,
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independent eziatenceé. This geographical division has
tended to keep the country disunited and open to conquests
by its neighbors. ’

The failure to create %ﬂ united and free nation may
also be explained by the fact that the advanced people of
the coast have always been tempted rather to look outside
of their couantry, to the commercial advantages offered by
the llediterranean. From Vvery early times those Syrians who
had access to the sea, took to it very early, and their com-
»mwercial ambitions took precedence’;;?gll other desires.
Those in the interior cut off from the sea by the Lebanon
Mountains, in isolated comuaunities, scrapﬁed a living by
farming, or those who were located on the trade routes de-
veloped into independent trading centers, like Damascus
and Aleppo. This early interest in commerce, which neces-
sarily was foreign commerce, made the Syrians tolerant of
any foreign rule, especially when 1t promoted their inter-
ests. A people wedded to foreign trade would naturally be
more cosmopolitan, and less politically inclined.

One of the strongest bonds of a nation is a homogene-
ous religion, and this Syria has always lacked. Truly is
Syria the home of religions; it has been a prolific pro-
ducer of faiths. Spiritually this genius for religions may
be of great Value; but politically it has been 1ts curse.
In the Biblical days the Hebrews were constantly waging war

against their pagen neighbors, followers of Ammon, Baal,

+ ) -
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8in, Ashtoreth, Chemosgh, and so forth and so on. Undexr

the Roman Empire Syria was not only well supplied with re-
ligions, but produced enough to export to other parts of

the Empire. As though this were not enough to prove its
fecundity and loyalty to Rome, it had to give to the Eumpire
Christianity. And out of the simple faith of Christ Syria
produced half a dozen different sects, but which, fortunately
for the rest of the world, were not for export trade. Before
the days of Protestantism, this small country could count
among its Christian sects Maronites, Meiechites, Orthodox;

Jacobites, awnd Nestorians. Then Islum came and with it

.Sunnis, Shiites, Druzes, and Dervishes. Besides all thece’

are secret, semi-pagan religions of which very little is
known. Is it surprising that people uaf¥such a diversity
of religions, and a people who take religion as seriouslyl
as they do, have not been able to unite in the past?

The natural division of the country, the hetero-
geneous raciul and religious elements, and the preoccupa-
tion of the people with trade and commerde, were conditions
which favored successful conquests of Syria, and denidd it

any great extent of political independence. This long past

b nistory as a subject people of one overlord or another, an

with conditions within the country itself that prevented any

ﬁ development of national consciousness, had umade the Syrians

E tclerant of their position as a subject people. And when

’94 ,1»5;7 /- /( Wl f/
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3 //that political authority began bearing heavily upon their

commercial, religious, and cultural pursuits, to an extent

that it beceme unbearable, they did not hesitate to forsake
their native land and seek new homes in the farthest corners

of the earth. This was what happened in the second half of

the nineteenth century.

\y

Syria was conguered by the Turks in 1516 under Selim I,

at a time when it formed a part of the HMemluke BEmpire of

Egypt. The Turkish bureaucracy was extended over Syria and

it became a province of the Empire. But the Turkish Empire

at its best was never more than a despotic militarism, with
the Sultan as the absolute master and the‘subjugated peoples

governed bv slave officials. It was an empire of conquered

peoples, obedient and loyal to the Padishah only because

of his Janissaries. Not only was there danger of the op-

rressed Christian reyahs, but it was always a haunting fear

of the Sultuns that even their own fellow-loslems of Egypt
end Syria would, given the opportunity, revolt against thelir

authority. These fears were verified by Mehemet Ali's

uprising in Tgypt. It therefore became the policy of the

porte to divert the attention of the'Arab Moslems from the §

oppression of the Turks by inciting theilr religious intol-

erance &owards their Christian countrymen, just as happened V/;

S

in Syria in 1860. Trdly, wag it the policy of the Sultans

K

to "divide and rule®. In Syria where for centuries before

'




the coming of the Turks the adherents of the two religions
had lived peacefully side by side, now Moelem fanaticlism was |

inflamed and sharp differences were drawn between the two.l j

'Z The Moslem was made to feel that he was superior to the un-—-

L 1

believing Christian, and gradually he tended to become in-

tolerant and oppressive.

Christians were also prohibited from entering the v//'
? military service, and to support the Moslem armies, they

were burdened with the most oppressive taxes.

oA

Then when the Ruropean nations began teking an in-

terest in the East in the nineteenth century, this oppression

and intolerance began to increase. The Padishah becane
"The Sick Man of Europe® and the European powers began covet-
ing his territories. Wars followed with the Cluristian na-
tions§ and every war was made a crusade by the Sultans
against the infidels, in order to hold the loyalty of their
non-Turkish Hdoslem subjects. When the Russians declared

war on the Turks, claiming that the Moslews were persecuting

fheir protegee Christians, naturally the Moslems blamed

their Christian neighbors for all the woe and misery which

.:.l
i

WYL these wars entailed. And sco while the Turkish governument,

1. "I was not to gaze curiously at the Mohammedans, whom
I knew by their white turbans. They considered us kuffar
(infidels) and enemies of the faith; therefore they were

| ever ready for the slightest provocation to beat or even

{ kill us. In the presence of a Mohammedan I was Lo assume

a most reverential and humble attitude." A.M¥.Rihbany,

1 A Far Journey (Boston and New York, Houghton 4ifflin Co.,
! 1914). i’ §0 4

SR
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% when defeated, made diplomatic promises to 1ift‘the re—

1 strictions upon their Christian subjects and treat all on

an equal basis, the Syrian Moslems regented any such equality,
saw to it that it never recally tcok place, and actually_%heir
intolerance and fanaticism became more offensive.

: / The climax came in 1860 when the Druze and Moslems,
$ finstigated secretly by the Turkish governwent, rose in arms

Ji ! and massacred about ten thousand Christians iun Lebanon and

{ Damascﬁs, and were not quieted until the Western Powers ac-
] \ tually interfered. It was as a result of this event that the
European nations induced the Sultan to set up the Lebanon:

district as an autonomous state with its own militia and a

Ghristian governor. The greater part of this gemi~-independent
cstate was inhabited by Christians, of whom the most numerous

belonged to the Maronite sect. Therefore, the political power

S e A= M

of Lebanon tended to come into the hands of the Maronite

clergy, who in order to insure their ascendancy became just i

as tyrannical and oppressive as the Turkish authorities be-
fore them. Conditions under the new government were no better

than formerly, and the population was just as dissatisfied

and restive as under the Moslem rule.

oo TRl

B. Religious Conditions

In & country where the political or national ties

are to & great extent very loose and sometimes almost absent,

-

people turn to their religion as the main object of their
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devotion. Or, perhaps, it is that a people sfrongly devoted
to their religion, in the sense that it dominates their
whole field of activity, become less concerned with political
institutions as long as political conditiocns do not inter-
fere with their religious life. Whichever way we look at
it, the fact is that in Syria, & country which we have seen
lacking in political consciousness and national continuity,
the population was split up into a great number of religious
groups and thesé groups, separately, commanded the supreme
lovalty of their members. The Sy:;an at home and abroad,

ig first a member of this or that religious organizétion,
snd then if there ére any other loyalties expected of him,
they come after. A national bond of union was lacking in

gyria, and so the Syrian turned his devotion and interests
i

to the next nearest institution, inis organized religion.

L |

while in modern times peoples have been concerned with such

 new movements as nutionalism and political developments,

the Syrians have been disunited by petty religious differ-
ences. In the United States when two men meet they discuss
their political party affiliations, but in Syria men were
restrained in their conversations until they found out fto

which religion or sect the other belonged. Aumong Syrians

1. "In such a scheme, however, there can be no place for na-
ticnel feeling,.... The Syrian is a man without a couatry par
excellence. His patriotism takes the form of love for family
and sect, and when expressed in inanimate terms, love for the
wmexcelled scenery of Syria, with its glorious sunshine and in-
vigorating air. Syrian patriotism has no political aspects.!

p. Hitti, The Syrians in America (New York, George H. Doran
Co.,.1934),p.25.




\\\iﬁm and Christianity, the Hoslems forming almost half the

13

religicus differences are exaggerated, and are found to be
the cause of most of their disagreements. There are over a
dozen sects, each one intolerant of the other; the effects are

pitiful, and not very conducive to the progress and welfa:e

Sy .A { /L,Mufﬂ‘,
of the country. ' g Ahe s {. L,.,u”ﬂ' rg
{!D“'” Py
/ The two major religions of Syria Whlb%qcldlmwtne al-

/ legiance of the greater part of the population are Hohammedan-

entire pnpulation.l But each of these two is subdivided
into a number of sects, with the Christians distinguished
28§ having the grestest variety. 2 TR &
Greck—fathetica or Yelchi

: &
e form an Uniat Fasfern ﬂ“u&g#%‘?é%%hﬁﬁéaf

these major sects there are Jews, descendants of the old

1. Fopulation of Syria, from M. Cuinet, 1896

Moslems
Arabs and Syrians . . . . . . . 1,381,486) 1,538,493
Others {Turks, Xurds,Circassions etc. 157 006)
Christians
Catholics,Maronites ....... 300,740) 541,2365)
RREHENE o dae® w ey s e meedd . 340,535)
OPEHOEOR s v wlvwaation « w15 & dhass R ST e i . . 293,655)
Other sE0%e HOT - BHILER civwvan s 5 & w bwswa 65, 934)
Proteatanhs: v ceswws 5 8 vaswess P — 11,714) 916,568
Israeli¥egiiiis viawsnas s o SEAed §E K bu s S2B4TE.
DEUZOB o emiinm a7e o Sasmmmm 2 2 = we Saala, & F BUCESSE R B b 151,837
ANBURLEHE  covion s & msnime o % & smmiois & 4 % & o eepmae  LBG,T30
Diverse religlongeevacs c o vnwinns € R B S A e 11,558
Total 3,833,822

L.De Contensen, Les Reformes Fn Turguie D'4Asie p.S59
(Paris, Plon-Nouralt et Cie., 1913}
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Hebrews or recent immigrants; Druze and Nusiyriyahs, semi-~
Yoslem, secret secte, descendants of the ancient Lebancn
ragan sccts; and diverse other small sects which are peculiar

to the East.

C. Economic Counditions

In the past ages Syria was the land "flowing with
milk and honey", the home of Phoenician glass, "Tyrian blue'
fcloth, damask, Damascene steel, and Syrian wines, and the

mother of commerce and trade. But in modern times many

g

i of her sons have left her, because she could not support
\\fhem.

boid

P

Syria today is not a productive coursey, but as in
the past she is primarily an agricultural and a pastoral
country. But her agricultural methods are of the most
ancient and rudimentary, and her farmers barely scrape the
surface of a none too fertile soil. Because of the ignorance
of scientific agriculture, her farmers make only a bare
living, and never enough to lay aside. Thus lacking knowledge
and erergency provision, when the plant diseases and blighting
locusts strike the country, the peasants are helpless and
are forced to dire poverty or usurious mortgages.

In the days of the Turks, if the farmer did supoeed
in prodﬁcing_enough to iive decently, the government wﬁs
sure to take it away from him in the form of excessive ﬁgxea

1

and illegal exactions. The day of the tax-collector was |

always a day of woe to toe 8Syrian farmer.
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The opportunities for industry are not mény in
S§ria, for it sorely lacks the natural resources and water
power necessary. Another important hindrance was the fact
that there was not much internal commerce; for each locality
produced its limited wants, and was self-sufficing. Moreover,
whatever coﬁmerce there was, was checked by the difficulties
of transportation and travel. All attempts by native capital-
ists to advance native industries were either strictly op-
posed by the government, or so highly taxed that it became
prohibitive. '

Syria is primarily an agricultural and secondarily
a mercantile country. Throughout its history its men have
been thé traders of the Levant. There was not much in Syria
for export trade, but whatever theré was the Syrians handled
if very well, and extended their mercantile quterpriées into
the more productive neighbo:ing countries, such as Egypt.
The Syrian is by nature and inheritance a trader, and he

carries that trait with him wherever he goes.
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CHAPTER I

CAUSES OF THE SYRIAN EMIGRATION

A. The Syrian Awakening

In reviewing the condition of Syria in the second
half of the nineteenth century, we have noticed how Turkish
cppression and corruption denied the Syrians any national
consciousness, how the sharp religioualdivisions led to reé
ligious persecutions, and the lack of edusation and of op=-
portunities checked natural economic development. But
this was the agé of religious toleration, of political
freedom; of economic progress, and of enlightenment, and
S8yria was inevitably to be touched by these modern move-
ments. Qontacts with the outside world, education, and po=-
litical and economic revolutions were to awaken the 8Syrians

out: of their lethargy, resulting first in an attempt to
Then

batter their condition in their mother-oountry,-haﬁ failing

A to aeek their fortunes in foreign lands.

The antecedents of the Syrian Awakening go back %o
the early years of the nineteenth century, first the coming

of the foreign missionaries into the country, and then the




i
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{ 1nterference of foreign powers in the affairs of Syria. -Lf

The missionaries were to bring them knowledge and education,
57 and the Bowers political and religious unrest.

In American history the opening years of the last
century mark the Great Revival, the emotional religious
| awakening in the United States, that reached its climax in
the Pioneer West, and its aftermath the sending out of

: ) 0"
? American missionaries to Christianize the'%ﬁathen parts of

the world. One of these missionaries, Levi Parsons, arrived |

in Jaffa in 1831, and another, Pliny Fish, came to Beirut

in 1823, 1In the following years American missionary schools fﬁ

were set up throughout the country, offering education to f;
the people. No doubt there were other missionaries from .
other countries, such as the French Jesuits, perhaps even be-
fore the American Congregationalists; but the significance

of the American missions was that they dotted the whole country v
with their schools, extending the opportunities of educaﬁion

not far from the bhomes of the natives. This éducational pro-
gram of the American missionaries culminated in the founding

/

. faal B
of what is now the American University of Beirut,qthe finest
1

university in the Near East.

The Americans set the example for other foreign de-

'ﬁ nominations, Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox, and soon

A —

;.1. A full account of the American missionary activities in
1 gyria will be found in Julius ﬁichter, History of Protestant
| yissions in the Near East.

e et e e g e G i L et
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French, English, and Russian schools also appeared in the

country. _
These foreign'missibnary schools, besides their sec-
tarian religious propaganda, brought elementary and higher

education into the Syrian viilages with knowledge of the

outside world and its achievements. To a Syria that had
been living in isolation and darkness of the outside world,
were introduced the wonders and ideals of other countries,
and it dawned upon its educated few how far behind their
country was. These schools produced an enlightened class

of leaders who after failing to bring about the badly

needed reforms,were to lead their dissatisfied countrymen
to foreign lands.

The nineteenth century also saw the beginning of
the coming of tourists into 8yria and Palestine, who through -
the medium of guides and dragomans'diéseminated knowledge :
of the new world, who invited them to emigrate to the land
of opportunity and freedom, and who welcomed the first-
comers.

Arabic culture and literature, ever since the

downfall of the Saracenic Empire had been on a steady de-
cline and almost passing into oblivion, until about the
middle of the nineteenth century when a Syrian group, thanks

-~

to the schools of the foreign missionaries, resuscitated it
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and blew into it a modern spirit.l Since then the Syrians V/

g have been the leaders in the Arabic renaissance, and where-

: ever Arabic ia'writtgn they are found to be in ‘the fore.

% In Syria, in Egypt, in North america and South America, and
in Australia, they are editing the most.influential news-
papers and magazines, and are writing on the most modern

3 subjects. Poetry, philosophy, history, and science they

are writing, and moulding Arabic thought in the medern

fashion. Syrian writers and Syrian newspapers in Egypt

and America, pointed out Turkish corruption and unprogressive- V/

& ness, and urged their countrymen to act. They asked their

: fellows to forget their petty differences and unite in a

% common -cause. Turkey and its rule were compared with the

¢ Western world, and the differences were painted in glaring
i

1

colors. They were a great factor in creating unrest in

Syria, and in the emigration movement. i

1. "In Syria therefore, and especially at Beirut, the first
adjustment towards a synthesis of the ancient traditions
and the new thought were made ...%

H...towards the end of the nineteenth century, largely as
a result of the continuous immigration of Syrian literati,
the center of the literary Arabic movement was transferred
to Egypt.* _ .

"In the latter half of the century (19th) the field Y{neo-
Arabic prose literature) was occupied chiefly by Syrians, who...
began to introduce scientific methods of research intc Arabic
historiography.¥ :

"4 very lmportant part in the dissemination of Western ideas
has been and still is played by the talented group of Syro-
American writers..." H.A.R. Gibb, Arabic Literature
(London, Oxford University Press, 1926). pp. 117%f.
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B. Political and Religlous Unrest

The interest of the foreign missionaries in Syria

was not all religious; there Wﬁﬁfa political motive and in-

e

ot

terest behind qu;xﬂﬁﬁ§f§f the foreign missions, except the

e s e

et B e o,

American. These were the years when Europe firsf2§22iized /
that the Turkish Empire was slowly decaying, and kiabﬂé to

fall apart any day. Most of the European powers,but in par-
ticular Britain, France, and Russia, hgd an interest in the
Empire, and saw the possibility of utilizing the mission
gschools to further their interests. Quite often the home
governments subsidized the mission societies, or as in the
case of Russia they supported them wholly. Each of these
nations had a definite propaganda program, and their missiona
in Syria by means of the schools did much in propagating
those programs. The essence of the work of the mission
gchools was to win over the loyaity of natives to their va-
rious home-governments, &{ that when t%ﬁ, iifuption of the
Empire came everything would be ready/yo—~thed the European
nation wewkd take over a portion of the Empire. The educa-
tional thirst of the Syrians was exploited by the foreign
missionaries, to fill the minds of the students and their
parents with the wonders and benevolence of the European
countries; The 1life, freedom, and prosperity of peoples
beyond the seas were absprbed by young Syrians, and they be-

gan contrastihg those conditions with their/ywn.
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The interest of Europcan governments in foreign mig-
sions was only one of many ways by means of which they ex-
1 tended their influcnce over Syria. In the nineteenth cen- e
1 tury the Europeans suddenly remembered that there were fellow- E%
Christians in the East, who were being badly treated by the

Turks, and needed their protection. Thus the French became i

the protectors of the Catholics, the Russians of the Orthodox,

e R i

and the British of the few Protestants; and they forced the &

Turkish government to recognize them as such. In this way the

SR i

rowers now had a direct and praiseworthy interecst in the Bast, e

and they diligently devoteq themselves to it. Time after time

the Europeans interfered in 8yria, and forced the Sultans to

1 promise all sorts of reforms, but we have seen how really very |

little of them were ever put in force, and how often it in-.

creased the uisery of the Christians. But one'effect it did ;

have, and that was to awaken the 8yrians, to show them how

1
badly off they were, and what they needed. They became restiveé

~and knowing that they had the support of the civilized world
they began agitating. The propaganda of the foreign mig-
5ioﬁaries, the writings of the countrymen who had emigrated
to Egypt and America encouraged them to demand reform
and amelioration.
The Turkish government became alarmed, and strict
censorship and persecution of the leaders followed. But a

‘public opinion had been formed, and the only way to get rid




of them was by wholesale massacre. Thus the government
intrigued with the Moslems and Druze of S8yria, and the Civil
War of 1860 and its Christian massacres followed. Before

the European powers could interfere, thggg@nda had been

butchered, and hundreds had fled to Zgypt and Rurope., This

e

‘was the first large emigration from Syria in modern timeé.

The result of 1860 was the setting up of the autono-

mous state of Lebanon, but we have seen how this was only
a substitution of one bad government for another. The Turks

slowly worked their way back into Lebanon, and though in

“outward form it remained independent, the old masters were

really in control again; and very little reform ever really

took place. In the last decade of the century the Christian
Syrians began to realize the futility of it all, and turned

their faces from East to the West of which they had heard

§0 much. Already there were Syrians in the New World and

they sometimes returned to tell dazzling stories of America, .

and those who did not return home wrote back telling their

relatives and friends to emigrate and share their happiness

and prosperity.

C. The Wandering Trader

Besides these political and religious causes of the
: i ".-Twer-c
ﬁ‘)Syrian emigration, there was an economic cause which wasyjust

a8 important as the others. We have seen how the Syrians
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in North and South pmerica.

have always played an active part in the economic life of
the Hediterranean, and how they had a propensity to take
advantage of commercial opportunities wherever offered.

We have reviewed the economic conditions of Syria as they
existed iﬁ the nineteenth century, and they certainly did
not look very promising. It was no field for the exercise
of the natural tendencies of the Syrian. Then a new world
was opened to him, virgin lands overflowing with wéafth
were beckoning, the eternal trader packed his goods, and
like his Phoenician forebears, wandered to the ends of the
earth in search of trade, to South Africa, to India, to
Australia and the Philippines, to the West Indies aud South
America, and to the United States.

The Syrian is and always has been a wanderer by
nature, and in pursuit of trade and wealth he hag sought the
four corners of the %giig. In the ancieng days, we hear of
him in Greece, in Rome, in North Africa, in Spain, and even
in Britain; in the middle ages, we find him in France, in
Italy, and along the Rhine; and today, he is living in the

Sudan, in South Africa, in Australia, in the Philippines and
1

1. P. K. Hitti, History of the Syrian migrations and colonies;
Tenney Frank, A History of Rome, passim; H. Stuart Jones, The
Roman empire, passim; A History of the Franks by Gregory of
Tours, passim; M. M. Knight, Tconomic History of Europe, passim;
Evelyn Baring, Lord of Cromer,” Modern EgvpDt, VOl. 1T, Pari IV;A.
ronjol, La guestion des Syriens en Haiti, pp. 1f.
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In the long history and the wide extent of their

wanderings, the Syrians and the Jews show similarities, but
the causes underlyinglthe,migratibn of the two peoples are

quite different. The Jews have been a people without a

country, and their wanderings have been forced upon them;

but the Syrians have a home and their migratious century after
'g century have had their immediate sources in Syria itself,

f; with one exception.l The Syrians migrated not becsuse they
had to, but because they chose to. This wanderlust is an

inherited, latent trait which when home conditions are adverse

ie given expression and the Syrians are seen cropping up in

all parts of the world.
The 8yrians, in the words of Professor Philip K. Hitti,

ere "a people without a country par excellence! in that the.

Syrian's appreciation of his country is ite scenic besuty,

ite invigorating air, and its delicious fruits, with very
3
k.
i little nationalistic or political sentiment. The geography

of the country has tEB@ed=ts split up its inhabitants into
small almost independent distriets, self-sufficient and lo-
cally-minded. Besides this geographical division, we have
2180 seen how the people have always been disunited by diverse
religions which tended to be intolerant of each other and to
claim the people's sole loyalty. Under these conditions the
country became the prey of stronger natiocns and a raciai

province in conglomerate empires.

1 Gf.-infra, p.25,

3. Cf. supra, p.dl  footnote 1.
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The gyrian, his interests and loyalties being of an

individualistic and a cosmopolitan character and not limited .
by any political or natvionalistic confines, never hesitated
to seek his fortune outside of the land of his birth. In
pursult of trade, wealth, lesvrning, and freedom, “no corner
of the globe", as one modern Syrian scholar put it, "is too
far for him, from Alaska to Transvaal; no race is strange to
him whether white or yellow, or black; no country has he
but Ged's wide world; and no ?ationality has he, but that
7which of fers him a livelihooé.l Living in a country whose
rossibilities have always been limited, with a sea outside
his door beckoning, and the bloed of his Phoenician.forbéars
‘urging him on, nc sooner are the doors of a new land opened

than we fiad the Syrian knocking at the gates.

The growing interest of Christian Europe in Sfiia

and the demande of the Christian Syrians alarmed the Turks 4

1 and led to the Massacres of 1860. gefore the European powers

could intervene aand restore order thousands had been slaughtered

1 20d hundreds had fled the country. This Massacre of 1860 marks

the beginning of the modern Syriaun emigration in large numbers,

which hss continued up to the present day. NThe tpromised land¥

in those days was not America but Egypt which under enlightened

rulers and European influence offered the rising Syrians

great opportunities. Here in Egypt the Christian Syrians,

1. P. K. Hitti, Introduction to S. pfvkarze}, History of
SYrian Commerce, p. 7




] for the loslem Syrians had not emigrated to any greut extent,
% very soon attained an eminent position in the country as
{
| mexchants, as educators, as editors and publishers, as
3 .

government emplovees and officials, as scholars and financiers,

Their positiong Ppafe still more enhanced with the coming

of the British who recognized their ability and usefulness.,
Lord Cromer saw their worth and declared that "§hether ffom
& moral, social, or intellectual polnt of view, the Syrian

| stands on a distinctly high level.tl

Egypt, however, was only the first step or the early

stage, in Syrian migrations, for we soon hear of their spread-

ing into other parts of the world. In this period out of a &
popuiation of 3,000,000, approximately, 1t is said, a third
emigrated between the Years 1880 and 1915, mostly in the last
rwen*walve years. About three-fourths of theze enigrants

are in the western hemisphere, with about a half a miilion

: : o A
in South America, mostly in Brazil. They are also found in

the countries of Central America, in almost all islunds of the

West Indies, and quite a population in Mexico. S¢ nuwmerous

and prosperous are they in Haiti, that they incurred the

. e

jealoubj of the natives and other foreign traders and in 1903

a8 law was passed which checked any further 1mmigrat10n and
| forbade retuil commerce by the Syrians already in the country. In
Horth America besides tue United States they are settled in

| Canada and even Alacka.

é l.Cromer, op. cit., p. 219

A 2. A.H. Mac Lean Modern Immigration, p. 185, and 199;
l'syrians and Arabs 1 America", Review of Hevweﬂs, LIV (1918), jﬁ?
5%, B
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CHAPTER II.

EARLY SYRIAN IMMIGRATION

A. Knowledge of America

Knowledge of America did not come to the Syrians

4 until after the second decade of the 19th century. The
distance between the New World and Syria is over 7000 miles,
| and about the same time that America was being discovered,

: Syria had passed under the rule of the Turks and into a
lethargy an& isolation that lasted almost three centuries.

i During these years education and books were rare, and news-

papers annoﬁn; and trade which had always been Syria's

ymeans of knowledge wlgh the outside world was no longer in
the hands of her sons. Then how did the Syrians ever learn
of this new world sﬁ far away from their shores?
The apostles of this new land were undoubtedly the
i  American missionaries who made their first appearance in Syria
j ;ghiééll. Travelling up and down the country preaching the

: gospel, and planting schools here and there in towns and

| villages, ‘they spread the knowledge of their country, perhaps

E more than of Protestantism. Even in later years when native

1. Of. 'supra, b« [l
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schools were established the Syrian feceived hié knowledge
of the outside world only'from these foreign missionary
schools. Thus Abraham Ridpb&ng who attended one . of these
schoolsjin his autobiography relates how "While I was at
school I heard much about America. I studied its geography,
learned of its liberator, Washington..:ﬁ
The first half of the nineteenthn century saw not

only the coming of American missionaries to Syria, but also

the appearance of American tourists. These tourists landed
=l ' dragomin s

.

>in the seaports, Beirut, Jaffa, or ‘Haifa, hired

and wandered over the country. Many a Syrian immigrant
will tell you of the first time he 5&aw an American, years
before he ever came to America, in his very land Jjuet out~

side his mountain village or hamlet.

B. Pioneer Immigrants to United States

For a number of years all books and articles, both

% American and Syrian dealing with the origins of the Syrian

immigration were uncertain as to the date of the first Syrian

immigrant to the United States. A number of pioneers were
mentioned as first-comers, but just when they came and whether

any one had come before was still conjectural. But in recent

1. Abraham M, Ridﬁany, A Far Journey, p. 144.
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years Prof. Philip Hitti accldentally discovered in a
cemeteryl tie Syrian who as far as we know was the first

1+ of his countrymen to seek the new world. This first pioneer
was Antonio Bishallany who arrived in B;ston in 1854, at
the\;éédof.ée. The adventure of this "father" of the Syrian
immigration was written by a Charles Whiteheada. Antonio
:?)Bishallany before coming to America had been & dragoman b
Beirut, had learned much about the outside world, and had
made many friends among the American tourists. in 1854 he

é decided to come to America to improve his lot and prepare
himself for missionary work among his fellow countrymen.
Landing in Boston, he made his way to New York where he
wag welcomed and aided by his American friends. He began
studying and attended school in Amina;H.Y.IBu% a year

after his arrival he was stricken with a disease and died

i

-] _
in 1858, The following epitaph, on ais tombstone,

summarizes hisg life:

f 1. Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, N.Y.

| 3, This fascinating biography was also discovered by Hitti
| and done into Arabic by him, under the title of "aAntonio
| Bishallany, the first Syrian imumigrant to America'. gee

4 bibliography.

13. Ibid, p. 6b.
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ANTONIO BISHALLANY

Born Near Beirut Syria
August 23,1837

Died in Hew York,
August 23, 1856

_ Educated a Maranite Catholic, He found after Long

1 and Earnest EZxamination Amid Trials and Dangers

that the Scriptures Have The Words of
gternal Life

Obedient to The Command Often Open His Lips

nFreely Ye Have Received Freely Give! , He Game to America
to Prepare for Miseionary Labor, and Studied With

Unabated Zeal.

But God Sent Disease to Call Hiam Home. His Many Friends
Regard Him As a Man Who Knew No Fear, Blameless

; Beyond Reproach, and Singularly Wise to Overthrow

i " Error And Uphold Truth.

T Y R e e

Reader, Will You Meet Him In Heaven?

i The next Syrian of whom anything definite is known
i b Avimenndden - .
| » was one Gregory Wortaéet, of Amenienn descent, who had been

connected with the American missionaries 1in Beirut. He

? came to America about 1855, but did not remain long and

returned to Beirut.

Another_Syrian who came for a temporary stay was

gahli Sab;igéi, prought over by Dr. Cornelius Vam Dyck,

'E; a well known missionary)in 1864 to assist in reading proofs
i / i stergedyped

ﬁf)of the new Arabic translation of the Bible to be erevtrotyued.

Louise Houghton also believes that about this time other

gsyrians had entered tne country as servants of returned
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travellers and missionaries. But due to their insignificant
numbers they were swallowed up by the population, and lggi
E no records.’ | :

| A Syrian writer on this early immigration, Rev.

:? Basil H. %gngghﬁi, claims, although he fails to give any

| authorities, that in this periodethe sixties and the
seventies the first Syrian to emigrate to America was one
Habib El-Nashby, of Bisherg¥h. This writer does not say

to which country in america he emigrated, but that in this

period there was some emigration to Brazil long before

R G B

the Syrian discovery of the United States. It therefore

| will have to be taken for granted that Habib El-Nashby

1 M heréaw,

;,went to Brazil. However Rev. Kekemir—Szrmi gives an account

of two Syrian silk brokers who failed in Beirut, sailed to

Liverpool and from there to Boston. After spending a short

¢ while in the United States they W able to return to

| Syria with a small fortune! <ﬁ§ﬁ2 ’éiventure spread throaugh-

ﬂg;;ti e villages, and talk of emigratlon became conmmon.
What these two men did in ihe United States is not

? known, but we have an account of another Syrian who came

| to the United States as a trader in holy goods. This man

' , before sailing secured a letter from the Latin /?47"’.""’1’

of Palestine certifying that his goods were genuine, In

1. Haughton, op. cit. pp. 483 ff.
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the United States he sold his goods for a high profit,
and returned to his home town with a gcod sum of money.

1> S&VﬁﬁJ%f this man's sons are bankers in New York City.

C. The Early Family Immigration

These immigrants were individual pioneers, and
stayed only a short while. Their purpose was mcstly td
; ?make a little money and return home; and as a matter of fact
3 this has been the intention of most Syrian immigrants |
to this country. But in 1878 the first Syrian family with-_
the intention of settling permanently in the United States
f, landed in New York. This was Prof. Joseph Arbegly who

in Syria was an educator and a schblar, taught Arabic to

the missionaries and assisted in the translation and re-

vision of the Bible into Arabic. In this country his

% family attained some prominence, one of hie sons published
the first Arabic newspzper in the western hemisphere,

another became a physician of scme note in Washington,

| and later consul under Cleveland in Jerusalem, and another

‘was for & number of years an immigration official.

1, A little after the Arbegly family came to the
United States, another Syrian family settled in New York,

and today is well known in the New York business world,

13; 1. Basil Khepbaxyi, History of the United States,
N yol. II, pp. 769 ff.
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: ; #8& having amassed a great wealth.

i

s
SRERCTV  rpec gy ey

About this same time, between 1870 and 1876,

Louise Houghton)who has made a thorough study of the Syrians

=

Y in this countrf,states with conviction that a number of

j lvaders farmers
{7Syrian families immigrated not as tzawelters but as PEORCeTs .

These did not remain in the East but pushed westward, and

took up land in the young West, and were absorbed into the

{ population. The emigration of these Syrian farmers is

Z‘ i J

anomalous, for at this time Syrian agriculture was prospérous,

‘and the strong economic factor that is so strong in later

emigrations had not yet entered.
But in the case of these early farmer-emigrants the
; conditions were different. They came from B'sherreh
| in Lebanon, which has been a rather fertile producer of
emigrants, and whose location explains the early restlessness

of its natives. It is a village situated at a high altitude,

5 on a mountain side, where the soil is poor and agriculsure

| qifficult. And while the rest of Lebanon was enjoying)@fter
the setting up of the autonomous government of Lebanon, a
brief economic proapefity, this village did not share in the
; good.times. During this period of prospérity the value of
iand attained unprecedented heights, and the sale and trans-
? fer of lands was greatly returded by the government, so that
the only alternative left to the natives of B'sherreh was

| to emigrate. It so happens that B'sherreh is located in

that district from which the few firet fmmigrants came to
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America, and returned with money and fabulous tales.
Therefore it was quite natural for these farmers to seck

improvement in that country they had heard so much about,
New _York“.1

=,
o, RN

1. Because New York was the port of entry for most Syrian
immigrants, Syrians coming to the United States said they

were coming to New York. Even today, in the villages of Syria,
New York and the United States are synonymous.

2 o A o o o e e e P R O LT N
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CHAPTER III

ITMMIGRATION AFTER 1882

A. The Coming of the 8yrians

The Syrian. imnigrants prior to the 80's were not

‘ pioneers in the senre of leaders who drew after them their
W

0\
j%‘)ggggggge and friends but rather in the sense of early ex-

1 plorers from Syria and beralds of the coming Syrian immigra-
| Gm?kuave Such early comers as Bishallany, iortgbet and
Sabriqgi were independent and isolated visitors to the

; United States who came only for a very short stay, either
‘for education or trade. These men of the first period can-
not be held as directly responsible for the later immigra-

4 tion from Syria. However these piloneers did have some

| influence in that they were discoverers and explorers of the
United States who on their return spread the knowledge of

the "glorious land" with their stories and profits, so that

when Syrians did begin emigrating in large numbers they al-
ready knew of the United States. According to Prof. Lucius
Hillér, the Syrian discovery of the United States came in
1876 when a few woodworkers from Syria came to the Cen-
tennial Exposition at Philadelphia with articles made of
olive wood. These were quickly sold and orders for more

were rushed to Palestine, a "rich harvest was reaped and the
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United States became the land of golden streets.nt Since

then knowledge of "Amerika' became widespread, and interest

it hen€ steadily inéreased. But it was not until after 1883

that Syrians began seeking the United 8S8tates.

In 1883 the Arabi} Pasha Revolt broke out in Egypt
and one of its phases was an attack against the foreigners.
We have seen how Egypt after the Massacres of 1860 had
become the "promised land" of the Syrian Chriétians and

| how under the enlightened government of Said Pasha the

Syrians had attained prominence in commerce, finance,
government and journalism.z It was the resentment of this
increasing foreign influence that of{ered a pretext for the
5 uprising, and it rgsulted in the-‘:;-;ev;iig out of Egypt of

E many Syrians. It was these refugees who led the Syrian

immigration to the United States.

In the early eighties began the first considerable
imnigration from Syria. This emigration of the early eighties
had its source: in Zahleh?aﬂé the largest town of the Lebanon
region and a stronghold of Christianity which was destroyed
during the Massacres, but greatly grew after the establishment
@ of autonomous Lebanon. These folks, like those of BherPr?h
. of the earlier period, went westward, not to farms, but to

the cities where they engaged in trading. Like all Syrians

l. L. Miller, The Syrians in Massachusetts.

3. of. supra, ep 9\‘{{
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{r .
, they beganﬁ%eddling,'but today the majority of them are

established in business in all the principal cities of
the north from Buffalo to Duluth. Of the Syrizns in the

Lake Cities, Miss Houghton says that "the majority of suc-

cessful business men of this race in our Lake Cities, ln-

cluding Chicage, date their coming orlmore usually ?é??Jog
their parents, to the year 1882,..." This first mavé}“
of Syrian immigration became so considerable between 1882
and 1893 ', the year of the Chicago hxpo“itlon, that it

gpread all over the country east of the Mississippi and north

of the Ohio and found its way to California. In 1883 Syrilan

peddlers were roaming over North Dakota, s8till a territory,
and were coming in through New Orleans directly from Syria
ag early as 1887. Miss Houghton tells of one whe 1n 1911

{ 1lived in Nebraska as a migsionary. 1In the Damascus Massacre

of 18850 hg,fw§; both his parents, and had to flee Egypt

where an older sister was a teacher in one of the missionary

schools. The two younger brothers and a sister were educated

at the American mission, and they like their sister became

I

agssoociated with mission work in Alexandria. Then came the
; 7Arabig’Revolt and they had to flee to America. One brother

and his family settled in Philadelpnia, the sister with her

3 faﬁily settled in Illinois, and the younger brother who had

1. Houghton, ibid, p. 484.




meanwhile graduated from the Syrian Protestant College in
Beirut, continued his studies in America, obtalned a med~-
ical degree, and pursued a year's study of Biblical archeol-
ogy in the British Museum. He himself spent the rest of

- his life as a pioneer missionary of ﬁhe Presbyierian church

founding churches in Iowa, Colorado and Idaho.

The great Syrian influx into the United States really

began with the opening of the Columbian Exposition at Chi-

cago in 1893, This exposition was the first general bugle

1 7call to the United States. The Worldﬁ Fair brought the United

gtates to the attention of the Syrians, especially through
??‘q‘ﬂ’fr}
tesvelors

% Jthe medium of from Jerusalem and Aawalldh

who had brought olive wood articles and other curios to dis-
play at the exposition. The Turkish government had a part
in the exposition and to that point the Syrian immigrants

came to trade their wares.

Following the close of the exposition came a wide

dispersal of the Syrians over the country, some went south

down the Missippippi valley, some west to the prairie towns
and cities, and some returned east to Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Jew York and New England. However a large number who had
nade a small fortune at Chicago returned to Syria, most of

them only to come back in a few years. So widespread €34

1. Houghton, ibid, p. 492.
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0-4 . :
‘rﬁid the attraction of the new world become that between the

1yeara 1899 and 1910 56,909 Syrians entered the United
States, out of a population of no more than 3,000,000 in

'Syria;1 and out of this number of immigrants, 6,230 or

16.9 per cent declared yhat they had been in the United

'}7 States beforey &ﬁéggéve gs their destination every state in

the union, including Alaska, Hawaii and Porto Rico.8

The average rate of Syrian immigrants from 1901 to

1912 was approximately 5,000 annually until 1913 and 1914

. yhen it jumped up to 9,000.° But since the war due to the

immigration restrictions it has fallen off considerably, and

has been diverted to South America.

; 1. Reports of the Immigration Commission, Senate Documents,
vol. XIiX, p. 59, - '

;; 3. Report of the Immigration Commission, Vol. I, p. 108.

:?;3. Annual Report, Commissioner General Immigration 1919,p.168. °

Syrian Immigration by Years 1899-1919 :

;S
54,27

i
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B. Causes

The underlying causes of this Syrian émigration are
the same as those that impelled them to emigrate in the earlier
periods.l But what were the immediate causes that started
their wholesale emigration to the United States between 1885
and 19157 These causes may be classified under three heads;
economic, political and religious.

In éyria the period between 1860 and 1890, due to
European intervention in 1860, was of great economic ex-
pansion as was evident from the increased cultivation and
exportation of silk and tobacco, and the great increase in
the value of land. This economic expansibn was naturally
followed by a great increase in populatiﬁn, especially in
Lebanon which was the center of this activity. But the amount
of productive land, due to backward methods of agriculture
was very limited; natural resources were scarce and industry
undeveloped. As early as the seventies the pressure of over-
population, the dearth of land, and the high tazation began
causing restleseness in some places as in B‘gherreh.g But
en the whele the géneral prosperity of the seventies and
eightiee was able to support the growing population as long

as silk, tobacco, and grapes could be cultivated profitably.

1. Cf. supra, Chapter I.
2. Cf. supra, p_}&
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The first blow, the severity of which was not felt
until a few years later, came in 1869 when the opening of
the Suez Canal diverted traffic away from Syria, and hit

-

hard the newly risen Syrian traders. The 8uez Canal opened

a short water route to the Far East and begin affecti

F‘I"‘ “lwh
?Sllk cultlvation. Syrian silk began feeling in the JFepanese
' market a strong competition in Japanese silk, produced under

g and the price of silk

began falling.l In 1889 consul Bissinger of Beirut
reported that 5,626,697 pounds of cocoons were produced that

" year, 35 per cent less than the average production.8 About

this same time Egypt began competing with Syria in the tobacco
cultivation and here also the profits and production greatly

fell.

Then in 1893 came the-Baring failure causing a world-

wide depression which affected 8yrian trade, and reduced the

; demand for Syrian silk}&nﬁ its price falling to about one-half.
»Following this in the early nineties phylloxeffa invaded the
vineyards and struck the wine industry a severe blow. At.
about this time started the Syrian exodus to the United States.
Although the ecoﬁomic conditions might have been the

most obviocus cause of the Syrian immigration it was not however

the only cause as in the case of the many other immigrants.

1. Hitti, Syrians in America, pp. 49 ff.

2.Hitti, quotes Bissinger, loc. cit.
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Under the Turks the Syrians were subjected to numerous
restrictions and to persecution. Four centuries did not ob-

literate their desire if not for independence, at least
' 1

for some political freedom.
| This political cause is given paramount importance
.; ‘by most Syrian writers and many Syrian immigrants. Prof. Hitti
: in discussing the causes of the Syrian immigration says that
f' most Syrian immigrants look upon the political factor as
;/ the primary cause/the desire "to live his life free and
é unhampered from political restraints."a In much stronger

words, a clergyman wrote that "the causes of the Syrian

i immigration are many, but the greatest of these causes was

N

the oppressive Turkish rule..."3 Another priest in dis=~
cussing the conditions that led to emigration goes into great

detail giving an account of the persecution by the Hosleums,

the tyranny and backwardness of the Turkish Government, its

' restrictions upon education, freedom and commerce.® On the

. ,placard which appears in the picture of the Arbefly family
i

. is inscribed the following words in Arabic "Here the children
4 i :

i o "

7 and I enjoy liberty.u5 And when MNr. Ri&hbqny arrived in New

i
§
4
i

g 1. of. supra, pp.l?}ﬁ{
{ 2. Hitti, op. Glt., D« 51

ﬁf 3. N.NQhas, The Mirror of Antioch in North America (privately
a rrinted!, p. 12.

f‘4. Kheybamai, op. cit. pp. 743 ff.

5. This photograph appears in Houghton's article in the
Survey, XXVI, 1S911.
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New York and "proceeded on across Battery Park...® and

#8 host of questions besieged his mind, he first wondered

whether he could utter his Ypolitical and religious con-
victions freely, unafraid of either soldiers or priest?h,

sand then "What were the opportunities of the great New York
into which I had just entered?“l

E On the other hand the Syrian newspspers in this country

| have always laid emphasis on the political and religious

causes of the immigration rather than the economic motive.

. In the years before the World war their pages were full of

attacks upon the tyranny of the Turkish Government, and

idealized the freedoﬁ and liberty of their adopted country.a

7] In 1913 Ludovic de Contenson,who had made a study

/Of the Syrian Question under the Turkish Regime, declared .

that the Constitution granted to the Lébanon Province was a

. camouflage for Turkish misrule and clerical tyranny; and
dnivin
;7that this unfavorable condition was e%&émégg the best workers

and the most educated out of the country to Egypt, Argentine,

and the United Stgtes.3 This state of affairs was confirmed

Y 7 o
’/by an immigrant;in an article in the Independent who said that

to independent, freedom~loving men Syria was becoming

{ 1. Hiipbany, op._cit., p. 183
2. Cf. supra, p. [ &
5. Contenson, op. cit. pp. 83 f
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unbearable; and because this frankness brought thém into
1

trouble they had to emigrate. These political agltators:

quite often were condemned to death, and & price set upon
their heads; and "at times twenty or more Syrians lived
in New York City alone who were under the sentence of death
by the Turkish Court."3

Anotner phase of this political cause of Syrian
emigration was the desirelof many Syrians tQ_escape military
_EBEy_which was made compulsory in the TurkishiConatitution
of 1909, not only upon the Hoslems but also upon-the Christians.
sccording to the New York Sun March 9, 1913, as informed by
its Haifa correspondent "Every steamer bound f6r North or
éouth america has been crowded mostly with Christians
anxious to evade military draft.®

While the economic, religious and political con-
ditions of the country explain the emigration of the Syrians
from Syria, there were other causes that led them to seek
the United States. TQSrigfigence of the American missionaries
and the tourists upon Syrian immigration has already béen
@éntioped.s These Americans disseminated among the Syrians
the knowledge of the United States, educated them so that
they becaise dissatisfied with their home conditions and in

some cases urged them to improve their lot by emigrating.

4y 1. "The Story of a Young Syriun", +ie Independent, LV (1903)

p.1008.

3.Hitti, op. cit. p. 51

3. 08, suEra,Fﬁ'gff, and {6 //

f

|
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gome did emigrate and visited the United States in the
seyenties and eighties and discovered the "land of the

golden streets®. Most of these returned with small fortunes

1
and glowing stories of the land of the United States.
ore Syrians visited the United States between tihe 8t. Louis

and the Chicago Fairs, and the tales of thiifgguccesa turned

M-&-&r,p

&M we g,
the attention of the Syrians to thaﬁunlﬁgd,33a%@§. In the

early nineties almost every village and town 6f every
district of Syria was represented in the United 8tates;

and these either returned home to bring béck more of their
townsmen to share the riches of America, or wrote home
urging their relatives and friends to'join them. The in-
fluence of these men ﬁho first came in turning the attention
of their countrymen to the United States caﬁnot be overes-
timated, for they not only sent back letters telling of the
riches{ and prosperity of this country, but also yellow gold
to rebuild their homes and support their families. When a
gub-committee of the United States Immigration Commission
visited Turkey in 1907, it made the following report:
"They (Syrian immigrants) send more money per capita
than the immigrants of any other nationality. Betﬁeen
Beirut and Damascus one sees more houses built with American

money than one sees in a trip in South Italy five times as long.

> 3. Reports of the Immlgration Commission

1, ¢cf. supra, pp. 37 £f -

Senate Documegﬁ_

vol. 13, p. 59.

]
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The influence of the Syrians ¢n America can be
measured from the fact that of the 9,188 Syrian immigrants
who were admitted in the fiscal years 1908-1909, 8,735 or

954 declared that they were coming to join relatives or friends

L
here.

C. Sources
From what part of Syria the first immigrants caume is
a debatable guestion, for while Prof. Miller claims that i%

was from Mount Hermon and Coelo-Lebunon, Louise Houghton

| pelieves that B'sherreh in Lebanon sent forth the ploneers

to America. However almost all writers onm the subject agree
that the first considerable immigration had its source in
Zahleh, the largest town in Lebanon. They like the farmers
of Blgherreh went westward, not to farws but to the Lake
cities, from Buffalc to Duluth. Zahleh not only sent the
first large immigration but k=8 steadily supplied this out-
flow so that today its natives are found not only in every
gtate but also in every city where there is a ccnsiderable
pumber of Syrians.

In the nineties the emigration fever spread fto every

village and hamlet of Mount Lebanon especially with the

| gecline of the silk and tobacco industries. Then with the

gi‘l.Hggorts of Immigration Commisgsion Senate Document, Vol. 13,
A
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commercial crash that followed the‘Baring failure, and
the vineyard plague the fever spread to Beirut, Tripoli

and the region of Tyre. 1In 1893 the opening of the Chicago

q Exposition was a call to every valley and corner of Syria
80 that the emigration from Zahleh, Lebanon, Coelo-Lebanon
Beirut and Tyre,which aiso increased, was now joined by
natives of northern Syria, Damascus and even Jerusalem

and Bethlehem. 8o general did this emigration become that
by the opening of the new century every town and village
in Syria was represented in the new worid.

In the study made in 1903

by Prof. Miller of the 8Syrians
G-rfa‘ifv_f‘/f“ y""’4’
in Gerneanter—-¥. an instance

of this representation may be

seen. Syria was divided into

Vw/wﬁy/ nine districts according to

geographical or political *

bouncaries. 1. North Syria,
which included Tripoli, Aleppo, -
Hama, and Hagms; 3. Beirut

. ' and environs, 3. North Lebanon;

% | _ 4. South Lebanon; 5. Goelo-
E?) Syria, Zahleh and the Bi#@g;

i ' _ 6. Damascus and environs;

% - 7. Tyre and its hinterlands; Lk

3? §. the Mouhit Hermon region; and 9. Palestine. Of a popula=-

1 peme—

;; 1. Hiller, op. cit. p. 18.
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tion of 3,483 Syrians in Greater New York these districts

per cent District

'f 14 1. North Syria -
: 31 3. Beirut znd environs

17.7 3. Horth Lebanon

'Q'BTT} 4. South Lebanon
1 25.1" 5. Coelo Syria, Zahleh and fi¥a’
4 9.4 6. Damascus and environs
; 5.3 7. Tyre and its hinterland
; 1.3 8. Ht. Hermon region
: 1.3 2

Palestine

The significant feature of the Syrian imnigration

; »>is that it is almost wholly drawn from:%Lristian element

| of 8yria. The significance of this will be appreciated when
% we realize that Syria is predominantly Moslem with fhe

'; Christians numbering not more than a third of the total

[

1
population. According to Prof. Hitti out of a Syrian

{-population of 200,000 in the United States 185,000 beteong

,f,the Moslems and Danzéf. Of this Gh;isﬁiﬁn populetion the
H"#ﬁ[‘?‘.‘ .

ff?ﬁgﬂbdkites lead with some 90,000, the Gieek Orthodox follow

P-l. cf. supra, p. | UL footnote
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with 85,000, while the Greek;Catholie nuzber less than

esF A Vs 3
10,000 and the Protectordsts not more than 5,000, If we
take New York of 1905 as representative of the Syrian
ﬁ&ericam communities, although this would be dangerous today,
we find that according to Prof. Miller's study the distribu-
tion of the verious religions and sects according to their

Syrian sources, was as follows:

ut of a total porulstion of 2482 in Greater N.Y.

District . Eggl Caths. Grk. Prot.
N. 8yria 8.5g 24.3 55.8 11.4
Beirut 33.8 25. 38.5 5.8
. Lebanon 73. 14.6 5.9 6:7
S. Lebanon i 38.5 18.2 3155 30.8
Ceoelo-8yria 14.3 1.4 8.8 B.5
Damascus 2.1 5l.1 38.3 8.5
Region of Tyre 53,9 34,6 7.7 3.8

Thus)in sumlmary, we may say that the gyrian immigra-
tion into the United States was predominately drawn froum
the Christian clements of the old country. These Qhristians
were mostly of the peasant or small farming clasées, later

joined by Syrians of better class from Egypt and the com-

———

1. Hitti, op. cit., p. 104

2. ¥iller, op. cit. p. 21
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mercial cities of Syria. And that although the districts of
7 Zalkleh, Coelo~Syria and Hount Hermon headed the atream% of

immigration and continually fed it, other regions of Syria

joined it so that every town and village has its represen—

» tatipes in the new world.

« IR
pa it L e e o X : L e L e
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D. Character

The Syrian imnigration in its beginning and for a -
aumber of years of ter was mostly of individuals. The
reasons for this are easily discernible if one remeubers
| Lo
! y that the majority came of the zaer classes, and.in most
cases had %o borrow the cost of their passage, or sailed
1 with another man who paid their way over under the condition

that they pay him a part of their profits over a audber of

(49

| vears. Even as late as 1900 the average amount of money
shown per capita in euntering the United States wag only
;ﬁ34.311 and this was just enough to cover the immigration
I law. Under these conditions very few Syrians could bring

tneir families with then.

i It mact aleso be remembered that the economic motive

was the privary motive in the Syrian lmmigration,aes in the

others. The first immigrants came not with any intention of
{.settling here, but only to acguire a fortune in the gquickest

way and in the shortest time. Even before their arrival and

s

:,1. U.3. Indust. Comm. Report on Immigration p. 284.
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sometimes while still in Oyria, they plauned the time they !
sd¥ispre?
,7ould spend in pmerica and how much money they would be ebliged

3 with. One of the wornings wmothers msde to thelr departing

sons was not to be too greedy; make a little nmoney and hurry

) 0u57s . .
1 ack home. One of the commonest aits of the Syrian immi-

?grants in America not so very long ago was "May yourreturn

pome be soon® and bto which the answer was "In your company.®

L
From the nature of their work, peddl ing, they were

wanderers with no Tlxed abodes, travelling with thelr pucks

over their shoulders from town to town and from fara %o

farm. In this scheme of thingé there was no place for
famiiies. It 18 interesting tb note the high percentage

4 of Syrian families that are products of marriages in the

1 7United States. If a statistical study were made of 1%y it
8 would perhaps be found that seven out of every ten Syrian-
; sanerican famillies are Qflmarriages contracted in &merica,l

the only explanation of this is that the early immigration

was of individuals, of whom the wmarried mﬂgﬂreturned nome

RN LY. S et PR P
PE————L S iy T

A

i, after a few years and the unmarried remained, to laterimarry»

in this country.

" while in the carly period the Syrian immigratror was

almwost of individual men, by the late nineties Syrian families
14

ef;bequ to wake thelr appesrance. The first Syrlan immigraats

-

a—

1. Of ten Syrian familiee living in Lowell, Mass. chosen
impartially, eight are of American and only two of Syrian
marriages.
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appived and became acquainted with the new countrz,they
began to draw other Syrians. In the beginning the Syrians
in the United States were a very small number, with one or

two from each Syrian town or village. But these served ag

i y8couts for their villages and fige#t sént back Tor relatives
ji ,;nd friends to join them ang ﬁgggetheir trade. In many cases
those who returned home after a year or two would emigrate
again bringing with them a small group.

The nature of the Syrian's trade in this country
brought him into the homes of the Americans and he soon
realized the economic value of women in this country.

“The nature of the work in which the early Syrians engaged

peddling notions, laces, and under garments", Prof. Hitti

says "lent itself more easily to women workers who had
1

freer access to homes.* Realizing this fact the Syrians
Thidi

began bringing over #és women-folk. So large did this

emigration of Syrian women become that between the years

1897 = 1910 out of a total Syrian immigrants of 56,909,

T PTIES SERR TN

) 18,874 were female 0T a percentage of 33.2 Comparing this
percentage with that of other immigrant races, the Armenian
3233 5, the Bulgarian and‘fﬁablan 4.3, the Greek 4.9, the Spanish
17.2 and the average female percentage of the total immigrants

of all races 30.5, we see to what extent the Syrian immigration

1. Hittl, op. cit. p. 5.

?,8. Reports of Immigration Commiseionﬂ Vol. 1, p. 97.
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became in this later period a family movement. This new
.% ,development had the effect of making the Syrian immigrant$

permanent settlers.

E. Conditions

The majority of Syrian immigrants, we have seen,

came to this country with the intention of staying only

8 few years; they wanted to make money in the "shortest

time and in the quickest way." Although most of them were

uneducated, and at home were farmers or.laborers, in this

country the first work they were engaged in was itinerant
4 Pwddir :
2) ¢#a¥9&éag, the peddling of dry goods, notions, and jewelry.

These facts led to pecultar conditions, under which the

syrian'immigranta lived until recent years.

The Byrian arriving in New York -must of them landed

there - entered a world for which he was very little equipped.

In the early days of the immigration he was perhaps the first

; of his village or kin to come here, and he had no one to meet

him in New York or guide him in this strange world. With
his immigrant compatriots he went to one of the few boarding

houses "hotels" on VWashington St., the center of the S8yrians

| >in America. Mr. githny describes one of these "hotels" where

the greatest number of persons were crowded into the most lime

/ited space, but charging only 5 cents a night, without
1

S e o

bedding.

1. Ribbany, op. ¢it. pp. 191 ff.
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He had come to this country to make money quickly,

1 sand what other way was open to him but the "Kesligy" or the

peddler's basket. Supplied by one of the peddler's depots, on
1§, vashington Street with pins, needles, natio® jewelry, thread,
| thimbles, suspenders, garters, laces, shoe-laces and handker-
chiefs, he set out from Manhattan in any direction, ignorant
of the country, of its language and customs. Knowing only

? > "Want anytin today, mam?" he ﬁ;&gﬁg;& from door to door, in

Town Towm

yone street after another, and tewy after tagn, gradually

enlarging his areas of activity. As he learned more about

the country, the needs of its familieé, and a few more words

of English, he ventured out into unknown areas, being gone

for weeks at a time. Because of his ignorance, and perhaps

to save money, he walked most of the distances, slept in
parns and railroad stations and subsisted on sardines and
crackers. The ambitious truder did not remain long in New

York for as soon as he was able to find his way around he

set out to explore unexploited regions in what was to him,

R e M T R

the American wilderness. Going north, west, or south, he eg-

tablished his own depot in a virgin territory and sent home for

=

his relatives or friends. Or having acted as a scout, after

making his pile he went back home, spread the newe of the

ézfabulous wealth that the ambitious and the industrious gould

g aw 5

ﬁj}gatber in America, returned with a small group. This time
r C AL

1, ke zeburmed as a trader who knew the country, its resources,




its possibilities, and its ways. At the head of his party
he did not stop at New York but struck out to his discovered
and explored area, set up a supplying depot for his peddiers,

initiated them in the secrets of the trade and sent them off

geparately in all directions. These new peddlers were gone
for months at a time coming back to the depot town often

'ﬁ only three times a year, for Easter, for the Fourth of July
| and for Christmas.

; The patrons furnished them with goods by railroad
8 a5
§ zto a fixed sub-depot which %;es a point of supply for a

spall group in a sub- area. In this way a whole network
Tﬁ of peddling was established cver the greater part of the
United States. An example of these areas, depots, sub areas

} sad
| ,and ®me$ depots was centered in Lowell, Mass. in the late

nineties. The Syrian discovers of Lowell were peddlers who

nad come originally to a center of peddliere in Fort Wayne,

Indiana which was settled after the Chicago Exposition. One

peddler in the course of his wanderings from Fort Wayne
| struck in the middle nineties, Lowell, which was then an

unexploited area. Pinding here a virgin region, he sent

| vack to Fort Wayne for some of his friends, and for a few

years they worked in that area around Lowell. But by the

late nineties many of them returned west and some to Syria.

one of those who went home returned with a large group not
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only from his own village but from neighboring fillages.
Arriving in Lowell, he rented a whole house, established a
peddler's supply station and sent his peddlers north to va-
rious points such as to Nashua, Manchester, Suncook and
Lebanon N.H.; to Sanford, and Biddeford Maine, and even
into Vérmont as far north as Montpelier, St. Johnsbury

and Lyndonville.

An interesting attempt to establish another area,
though it failed in this early period, was in Alabama. One
of the peddlers of Lowell, hearing somewhere about Alabama,

got some of his friends interested in this Ycountry of
the blacks" and organizing a group of about five, they
poarded a train for the South. However, for some unknown
reason the venture failed and after a few months they re-
turned to Lowell.

This system of trade, namely the establishment of a
depct by an ex-peddler and the supplying of goods to newly
arrived peddlers, has often been mistaken for the "padrone®
system which was common among the Itslians and Greeks.
ot that the padrone system was totally unknown to the
Syrians; but it was rare and where it did occur ;t was only
for a short time. It is quite easy to see how the described
system of supply depots, and assigned areas could be mis-
taken for the pernicious padrone system, as in the testimony

of Edwird M¥c Sweeney in the Industrial Commission Heportl

n——

w%-l. Edward Mc Sweeney, "Special Report on the Syrians", [
‘! Reprints of the Industrial Commission, p. 83,88.
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that "they have certain distributing agencies all over the
country. They are peddlers and go around the country under

the control, as I understand it,of certain people interested

_in notions®, and "I think it is established beyond doubt

that these people are controlled by a centralized bod? of
notion peddlers, with general headéuarters here in New York,
and with branches all over the United States and that these
people are representatives of some branch of this padrone
system." To one who does not understand the character of
the Syrians their extreme individualism, their ambition

for independence, and their inability, to a fault, to
cooperate in any enterprise, “he Syrian system of trade would
look like the objectionable system of the Italians and the
greeks. But to one who really knows the 8Syrians such a
magnificent system of organization as described by Mc
Sweeney is improbable. Prof. Hitti, studying the question,
came to the conclusion that "the contract labor systemn,

kin to the '"padrone" system is unknown amocng the Syrians.“l

Therefore, in 5&235;;§§ig the qQuestion, it may be
gaid that with very few exceptions, and these were mostly
in Canada, a compulsory contract system of peddling was
unksmnen among the Syrians, and at the most the relationship

between the peddlers and the supplier was that of a newly

1. Hitti, op. cit. p. 54

e
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arrived immigrant with no capital or experience, dependent
for a while upon a formsr peddler who knew the country and

its needs, and who assisted his newly-arrived countryman

to set up a trade and furnished him with goods on credit or
i on a percentage basis. However almost inewitably as soon as

f>the new peddler became acclimated bo—tRie—coundry he also

pecame independent and ordered his goods from whatever sources

T

he saw beet.

: ¥ot all the peddlers continued selling dry goods and
2 notions for as some became acguainted with the country and
nad scraped a little capital it occurred to them that notion
peddlers was not the best trade for them, and so they turned
to the nearest thing to it, selling "white goods', fancy

i, linens and silks. From the "Hgskey" they turned to the

| 1gilk bagh. First they sold cheap embroideries and laces,

gnd then imported European and Japanese linens and silks. Even

| some of the better-class Syrians did not disdain the silk
?,bag, for Hi&@bdny says, "for lack of bettef pursuits,

i college men often took up silk-selling ¢ ik

: From peddling the next step was the opening of stores,
first to supply the increasing number of peddlers, end later

% for public trade. The opening of these stores with the coming
. of their women forced upon the immigrant Syrians the realiza-

tion that they were here to stay.

ﬁ where before he had been leading a wandering, makeshift
|
1 1ife, he now settled down to an established business, often alone

-~

———

%)1, Ridnbdny, op. cit. p. 197




58

in his town or: ¢ity miles away from the nearest Sﬁrian,

and became am organic part of his coumunity,
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PART 1II

The Syrians in the United States

CHAPTER I.

DISTRIBUTION

A, Humbers

Figures of the Syrian population in the United
States are, at the most, conjectural, for a number of
reasons., Unfortunately, previous to 1899 in the 1mmigra—l
tion records the Syrians as a separate people did not

; exist. Along with the Greeks, Turks, Armenians, and Arabs

On the other hand, the Turkish Government prohibited and
did not recognize emigration from Syria to the United
States, all emigrants indicating as their destination

f elther "Egypt* or "Malta", and so from that quarter there
| are no reliable figures. Even after the Syrians entered
i the United States, the census reports fail to give us

| their numbers due to the fact that many of them were taken

f;for Turks or Arabs, and that they are dispeﬁ%ed in small
g number%’ often individually, over wide areas,
Due to these conditions the exact Syrian popula-

ftion in the United States is unknown, and sometimes

they were indiscriminately included under "Turkey in Agia",
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estimates given by many writers on Syrian immigration have

been absurdly inaccurate. These estimates given at various
. 1
times are 25,000 by Mr. Forbes, 40,000 by the Literary
2 3 4
Digest, 60,000 by Dr. Roberts, 70, 000 by Miss Houghton; even

the U. S, Census report for 1910 glves the Syrians the low
figure of 46,727 in the entire Uniteﬂ States?

] The absurdity of these estimates, as has been pointed
7out, may be seen whe#% we notlce that the report of the
Commissioner General of Immigration of 1919 indicates that

§ the total number of Syrian immigrants who entered the

.i country between the years 1899 —- the year when the Syrians

6 |
vere recownlzed as a separate people ~-- and 1919 was 89,971, {}

P
P e d‘ \i.e J

ThenaPro¢. Hitti goﬁu_on~¢o -say "considering those
who entered during twenty years previous to that, and those
'g who were born from Syrian parents, and making allowance for

those who réturned to Syria or died, it is safe to assume

1. James Forbes, "Report on the Syrians," Report of the In-
dustrial Oommission Pp. 442-48,

2L “"yrlans in the United States," May 1919,

»3, Peter Roberts, Immigrant Races in North America, p. 74.

% 4, Loulse Houghton, "The Syrians in the United States,"
7 survey, July, 1911,

5, Thirteenth Census Reports, Vol. I, pp. 1006-15,

T ———

{%,6- Annual Report Commissioner Genmeral of Immigration, 1919,
i . o
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that there are about 200,000 Syrians foreign born and born
2 )
of Syrian parents in the United States." This more acocurate

estimate of Prof. Hitti is confirmed by other informed

: 3 3
jyvwriters as Prof. Cole and the editor of the Syrian World.,

B. Location

This Syrian population is indeed small compared to
that of other immigrant peoples, but in proportion to the
population of Syria, and in its wide distribution over the .
country it is quite significant. Although New York has been
the port of enfry for the majority of Syrian immigrants,
they are not today concentrated in the East, but are found
in every staie of the Union. It is claimed that Syrians are
found in almost every town with a population of 5,000 oxr
more throughout the country. A fair indication of this wide
distribution is the following table, showing the states and
territories which were given by lmmigrant Syrians between

1899-1910 as their destination.

Ho. admitted In U, S, prev,
No, - Percent
Syrians 56,809 - 6,220 10.9
Destination

Ala. 253; Alaska 11; Ariz. 124; Ark, 50; Calif, 303; Col,
148; Gonn. 1,412; Del 5; D. of G. 137; iFl. 260; Geo 3733

1. Hitti, Op. Cit. H p. 65.

2. William I. Cole, Immigrant Races in Mass. "The Syrians®,

;ﬁ,a. S. Mekarzel, "Syrians in New Yoxk ) SyrianWOrld! Nov. 1927,
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Hawaii 1; Id. 27; Ii1l. 1,303; Md, 1,738; Ind., Terr. 234;

Iowa 627; Kan. 230; Kty. 361l; Louls, 1,153; Maine 641;

Myd. 198; Mass. 8,652; Mich, 1,332; Minn. 546; Miss. 294;
lissouri 988; Mont. 74; Neb. 232; Nev. 2; N.H., 381; N.J.

4 887; N,M, B1; N.Y. 18,370; N.C, 263; N.D. 135; Ohio 23,780

| Okla. 159; Ore. 50; Penn. 7,318; Phil, Isl, O; P. Rico 440;

4 R.I. 186; 8.C, 187; 8.D. 1938; Tenn. 139; Tex, 1,051; Utah 55;

| Vt. 198; Va. 398; Vash. 148; W.Va.. 833; Wisc., 278; Wyo. 33;
4 Tourist 1.

Vol. I, p. 109, R. of I. C,
% However, a few of the figures of the above table may

be misleading, for undoubtedly many of the immigrants who
i gave New York or Massachusetis or Pennsylvania as their
destination remained there only a short while and soon

migrated to other parts. Readjustments inevitably followed

as the.immigrants became acquainted with the United States

] @“ i o st L e e

most likely for business reasons %o avoid competition. An

example of this may be seen from the fact that in the above

table only two gave Nevada as thelr destination and Miss

ARy e el B, T

Houghton in 1911 believed that that State claimed about 700;

likewise, while only 546 Syrians gave Minnesota as their

f?destination, Mr., Kherbaimi in 1913 estimated it as having
? over 2000,

; Today the Syrians are most numerous in (1) New York,
(2) Massachusetts, (3) Pennsylvania, (4) Michigan, (5) Ohio,
(6) New Jersey, (7) Texas, (8) California, (9) Illinois,

i %
(10) Connecticut, (11) West Virginia, and (12) Rhode -Island,

ﬁ If we compare the states which today claim the largest number

é of Syrians with those which were given as the destin&tion of

—t

8 1. Hitti, op. cit., p. 67.
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§'>1mmigrant Syrians Qs shown in the above table, we ses that
s while New York, LaSSachusetts, and Pennsylvania retain their
preeminence, Ohid drops from fourth place to fifth, and its
place is taken by Michigan which formerly was ninth; the
phenomenal rise of New Jersey and California and the decline
of Oonnecticut and Indiana. |

Like most immigrants, the Syrians tended towards the
urban centers of the United States. In the census reports
on the urban percent of lmmigrants for the year 1920, the
Syrians stand out with the high percentage of 87,3, ranking
ﬁ thirteenth out of fifty races, This high urban percent of
the Syrians cannot be wholly explained by the industrial
{ employment offercd by cities, as in case of the Irish, the

Poles, or the Russians, but is due to the fact that the

Syrians are by nature traders. However, there has been

S

since the VWorld Var a migration of Syrian laborers towards

LR e § TR

| the industrial centers, which accounts for the increased

populations in New Jersey and Kichigan,

e I ATV

_/’ These cities which claim the largest numbers of
1 1
g Syrians are as follows:
| 1. New Yoxrk 6. Cleveland : 11. Philadelphia
2. Detroit 7. Pittsburgh 12. Akron [
3. Boston 8. Paterson, N.J, 13. San Francisco ' E
4, Chicago 9. St. Louis 14, Springfield i
5, Vorcester 10, Fall River, Mass, - 1
I
|

12 igggteenth Census Repong(lQBO), Vol. II, Chapter X, 'E
p [ @ I
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Thig high percentage of urban settlers among the
gyrians does not indicate, however, that they tend %o
aggregaté like most recent immigrants into exclugive
colonies. "The tendency natural to all immigrants to group
themselves in colonies," Miss Houghton notlced, "does not
prevail among Syrians to anything like the extent generally
st:tpposecl.;’L Although Syrians tend to seek the citlies and
large towns they are wldely scattered among the American
cities, and except for a few large cities, those already
mentioned, colon?—life does.not hold any attraction for
them. An instance of this may be seen in Massachusetts,
shere they number about 20,000 or about ten percent of all
the Syrians in the United States. Here they are found in
nearly one hundred cities and towns, with colonies only in
o few large cities. In more than a half of these 100
cities the Syrians number less than 12, and in many, only
1 or 8.2

¥iss Louise Houghton, in her personal study of the
gyrians in the United States, found that their colonies
tended to decrease as she went westward, West of the
Allegheny Eiss Houghton found true colonies, crowded
quarters under poor conditions, only in Ghicago, 8¢. Paul,

ond St. Louis, In other western clties where Syrians are

|

:i 1. Houghton, op. cit.,, p. 491,
-éfg. See Cole, op. cit.
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found in large numbers as in the Lake cities of Cleveland
and Toledo, in Minneapolis and Duluth in the North West,

in the Pacific cities as San Francisco and Los Angeles,

and in the South as New Orleans and Shreveport, La., they

_ nessiden 7/ /
+/,are gscattered, many of them living in modest tndnx&:iﬁa.

ﬁ districts.

ﬂ Since the ¥War even in the Eastern cities; the

Syrian colonies have been disintegrating and diminishing,

i- With the realization that they were here %o stay, and
?ﬁ?with the change from a haphazard peddling life, the Syrians
/ ;;é;ﬁ.their colonies and have taken dwellings and in better
gections of the city. These colonies served their purpose
iﬁ/in the beginningﬁrgi;ﬁthe immigrants were new énd still ig-
norant of the country, as temporary homes of peddlers until
the time they made enough money to return home, and as
gources of their trade supplies; And recently they have
Cahgeﬂfes
become mere "centers of eeoupanies of Syrians which are breaking off
in little branches, like swarming bees, to establish them-
gelves in neighboring or more distant towns.% Such centers
are Troy, New York, with its surrounding groups in Cohoes
and other villages, and especially Pittsburgh with its

f% large number of towns in western Pennsylvania,

E 1. Houghton, op. cit., p. 494,

LT P
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CHAPTER II.

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

The Syrian immigrants in the United States like

other immigrants ;here%g;g’mostly drawn from the farming and
leboring classees of Syrii, vegy few with any capital, and
gtill fewer with any education. But the moment they set
foot in America, almost all took up trading, at least in the
beginning. At an early period some Syrian immigrants dia
go west and become farmers; and later with the increase of
immigrétion and peddlers many deserted trade for agriculture,

especlally in the South and West. As laborers and mill-

workers their percentage also increased with the growing

immigration, but becaﬁe significant with the great demand
fi%;ulaborers and the rise of wages during the World VWar.
ad) m

?;Neverthelesslé;ax%%ing, in the early period peddling, was
3 3

the outstanding occupation of the Syrians.

;1. Cf. infra, p. 263§ |

2. In 1900 immigration the percentage of Syrians who 14 years
gnd over were illiterate was 56.4, and the amount of money shown
| by them per capita was $14.31., U. S. Industrial Commission
h|Regorts Vol. XV, p. 284.

3. Miller, in 1903, classified the occupations of the Syrians
in New York, as follows:

gedgling
acto
Storery
Sewing
Clerk
Professional

i L, Miller, Syrians in Greater New York, p. 238.

HuuK
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| I ewv
: A. Merchants and Manufacturing

'j{lmﬂ! S 4 b a\-é‘i:-':i_-'@ﬁ - :
The imstinmot=to—t¥ade is very strong in Syrians, per-

haps a heiitage of their Phoenician forbears; and in studying

the conditions of Syrian immigrants the U, 8. Industrial Com-
his lodestar

mission found that "Businessie, ,and in pursuit of it, he pene-

i /f“, € c A 1
{, trates if necessary the most remote parts of Hhe—¥miverse."

? Prof. Cole also noticed that they are "born-traders . . L

and that " . . . on reaching this country naturally turn %o

some form of buying and selling, as the readiest means of

gaining .a livelihood."

This commercial penetration is made in the form of
itinerant trading or peddling, of notions, jewelry and dry
goods. These were packed in a basket, called a "keshey"

and sold from door to door.g

With the development of a
clientele and the accumulation of a little capital, the
"keshey" was exchanged for the "silk-bag." The "silk-bag!

vag considered a more respectable occupation, because in

;; 1. BReport of the Indugtrial Commission, "Report on the
¥ syrians", p. 447, —=

2. Kherbawi, writing of immigrants who came tc Philadelphia

in 1885, tells how they took to peddling: #They remained thus
for five months, their money gradually disappearing, and they
began worrying. One day one of them saw a woman selling baskets
in the street, and he bought one. This he filled with the mer-
chandize he had bought in France, jewelry; and he began peddling
it." Later when this immigrant-peddler came to New York he
found other peddlers, of "holy goods", numbering about twenty-
five in 1885, Kherbawi,’ .. op. cit., pp. 774 ff.



Zf?the growth of the »rewimg branches they began demanding a wide

_made much-Hetter profita.l This "Keg¢key" and "silk-bag"

1, Of. supra, p. & (
| 2. 8. Yokarzel, History of Syrian Commerce, p. 19.
4 e e e e e o e s s 5
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this line the trader dealt with a better class of people and
Loor~

-

peddling in most cases‘represents the Syrian's first ventufe
here in business. In discussing the development of Syrian-
American commerce, Sallum Maﬁarzel believes that there are
few successful Syrian merchants in America who were not in
the beginning peddlers in the ordinary sense of the word.

The "keshey" meant to a Syrian the quickest way of accumulat-
ing a working capital with which to found a business if he
decided to remain in this country. In this way he also
received his first business training, his acquaintance with
smerican l1life, language, and needs.

As immigrants increased, the number of peddlers also
increased, ahd stores were established to supply them with
goods. In the beginning these stores were one-room affairs,
sometimes in a basement,where the goods were merely stored
and sent out on order to wherever the peddler happened to
be.

These first commercial establishments were limited
to Syrian peddlers, supplying them with all their goods all

the way from safety pins to fancy laces. But gradually with
VAYips § ’ 5

e
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market, and with other than Syrians They héd discovered
‘and introduced into the United States the fine linens of
Italy, France, and Madeira, the exquisite laces of Venice,
Normandy and Switzerland, the silks of Japan, and the rugs
of Persia and China. As importers of these forelgn goods
,they soon became too large for the peddlers, and they}goods
were soucht by all the department stores and shops of

America.

. The greatest contribution of the Syrian immigran B
to the United States is their commercial activity.4 Beginning
as itinerant traders of notions and dry goods they have today
vecome merchant princes, important factors in the American
commercial world, in fields that hitherto had been unknown
to Americans., They have introduced and today largely control
prdducts which have become indispensable to a large number of
americans. What was limited to the very few, the? made
possible to the many, and thus have played a umique part in
raising the American standard of living. Like their for-
bears, the Syrians today are bringing the luxuries and
artistic articles of the world to a new world. They are
nelping culture a youthfui nation.

Ag importers they today control ébout 80% of the

fency linens, laces and embroideries that come into the

gountry.l Discovering these goods, between 1895 and 1915

-

1., S. Mokarzel "ﬁistory of Syrians in New York", Syrian
World, Nov. 1927, pp. 3 ff. !
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small importing houses sprang up along Washingtop Street in
lower Manhattan. They have gradually developed, so that
today they have show-rooms dn Fifth Avenue with branch:

of fices in most of the larger cities of America, and wblr—
agents in France, Italy, the Hadeiraiand Philippine Islands
and China. They are supplying the American warket with
French Cluny, Belgian linen, Italian filet and cut-work,
Philippine underwear and negligees, Japanese silke and drawn
work., In Oriental rugs alone they have twenty five large
importing houses, mostly on Fifth Avenue.

y The §§YIian~Americans have also gone into manufac-
turing, and today are recognizged leaders in various branches.

, Beventy~five per cent of the kimonas manufactured in the
United States are made in Syrian factoriza and their products
are known in every American city. These factorieg, about 35,
are located in New York COity and its vicinity. In certain
1ines of knit goods thesp are national leaders, of whom one
family controlled a chain of factories in HNew York. A few
years ago when sweaters were In vogue this one fanlly who

was styled "king" of knit goods, manufactured one out of

1

every three sweaters worn' in New York. To a lesser degree,

gyrians own gilk factories in Paterson, and West Hoboken,

e

1 1. Ivid., . 8.
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E) N. J., cigarette and playing card factories in, New York,
| and women's apron factories in Boston,

Syrian manufacturers have not restricted their
activities to the United States but have extended their
control into foreign fields. Where formerly Syrian
merchants imported embroideries from native manufacturers
in Madeira, they now own their own factories in those
islands, employing thousands. Consul Jenkins in Funchal,
ladeira reported in 1919 that as a result of the War the
embroidery industry in the Madeiras has practically passed
from German tc Syrian American hands. - Syrian-American
factories are also to be found today in the Philippines,
China, and Japa.n.l

Another field of commerce in which the Syrian-
Americans are playing a leading part and of which to s
large degree they are the pioneers, is the dry goods
export trade to the Test Indies, Central, and South
America. In Cuba, H?xico, Brazil, Argentina and Columbis
there are large numbers of Syriansa who are mostly engaged

in trade; and in some part almost control the business,

;}1, Hitti, op., ecit., p. 7 ¢

1 2. Between 1820 and 1919, 54,120 Syrians arrived in
' Brazil; and the Syrian immigration into Argentina
for February 1922 was 1386, A. Maclean, Modern
Immigration, pp. 185 and 199.
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A Syrian-Argentine newspaper, Al-Etehad é;:Lﬁbnan;, pub-

| blished in Buenos Aires  June 6, 1926, made the statement

that in some states of Argentine about "90% of the business

] 1
|y is controlled by %yriana.“ The New York Times in a news

item dated September 38, 1919 gquotes an American Consular
report from Columbia “that one of the most powerful factors
In the business done in the Cartegena district of Columbisg
is a group of Syrian merchants." These Syrian merchants
in Latin-America prior to the World War imported their
goods from Europe. But during the war this importation
from Europe became difficult, and commercial rTelatiens were
made with the United States. The Syrians in FNew York took
- advantage of this situation and in a few years developed an
important export trade with their fellow Syrians in Latin
America, There is one exporting firm in New York that
sends an agent every year to Chile and has developed in a
few years into one of the largest exporting houses in
New York, These exporting houses number about ten and
export American goods to almost every island of the West
Indies, every country of Central and South America, and today

, even to Egypt and the Sudqh.

»1. According t% the Review of Reviews, about a half a

pillion Syriandifh South America, mos¥ly in Brazil; and large

'pumbers in Cuba and Mexico. Rev, of Rev,,Nov. 1916,

__::,p- 535.
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‘While importing, exporting, and manufacturing are
the most successful and-outatanding of Syrian commercial

enterprises in the United States, they are restricted to

4 2 minority and are not widely distributed. It is in the
retail selling of all varieties that the majority of

Syrians are found in every state and most of the cities and

towns of the country, Miss Houghton in her travels amohé

the Syrians in 1911 noticed this extensive retall commercial
é activity of the majority of the Syrians everywhere in the
9 country, such as in Albany where all the Syrians have stores

4 and shops, in Providence 25% of the Syrians run stores, in

Buffalo about 10%, in New Orleans 10%, in Toledo and
Minneapolie about 75%, in St. Paul 80%, and in Boston 50%, 1

The Syrian peddlers hsve greatly decreased in the last

twenty years for most ¢f them have abandoned peddling for

established businesses, In the larger cities they are

engageéd in the silk and linen business, and in the smaller
toms own dry goods and clothing stores; while their
grocery, confectionery and fruit stores are foungd everywhere,
Washington Street in lower Manhattan, which once

' vas the rendezvous ang supply center of the Syrian peddlers

has in the last few years been gradually transformed into

. Houghton, op, cit., pp. 652 ff.
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a street of little linen shops, and is today the center of
the trade in New York. In the shadow of Wall Street Tuns

. _ baz2X¥S
@E;rthis specialized street, reminiscent of the Damascene beyous,
where the American lady rides in her chauffeured car, and
where the swarthy, courteous Syrians lays before her the
nandiwork of France, Italy, ¥adeira or China. These same

shops are found in Boston, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Toledo,

Detroit, Chicago, Hinneapolis, San Francisco, Los Angeles

and every other large city of the American continent, and

many of them in various cities are run by the same man. These
shops have also invaded the American resorts in the VWhite
fountains, along the New England seacoast, Long Island and

lew Jersey, and Florida. There are many Syrians who during
the summer run linen and rug stores in Bethlehem, New
Hampshire, Bar Harbor, Maine, Hyannis, Kassachusetts, and
Jewport, Rhode Island, in the winter migrate to their shops

in Palm Beach, liami, and Jacksonville, Florida.

The dry goods and clothing stores of the Syrians are
1ikewise dispersed throughout the couniry, except that most
i of them are found in the smaller cities and towns. It has
f; peen said that there is not a city of five thousand or more
] jnhabitants that does not have its Syrian merchant. In the
?f,towna of textile New England, mining Pennsylvania and West
i firginia, cotton and tobacco South, and prairie Middle Vest,
| the Syrian is catering to the clothing needs of the American

'5°”wople. The Syrian peddler has abandoned his "keskey" for
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a store, although sometimes he combines the two. In Portland,
Maine, there are fifteen dry goods stores, all of high stand-
ing. lost of these stores are each owned by two partners,
one of whom runs the store and the other goes about the sur-
rounding country supplying the farmers. This same system is
pursueéd in the prairie states of Minnesota, Iowa, the Dakotas,
and Nebraska. In many cases where one man owns the store he
and his wife divide the work.

The Syrians in grocery, confectionery, and fruit
gre as numerous and widely dispeffsed as those in the linen
3;15 and dry goods. The grocery business among the Syrians dates
::; pack to the early years of their immigration, when with the
increasing numbers of Syrians in the Eastern centers, 8yrian
;éﬁ_gwceries began to be imported for sale among the immigrants.
-Wﬁ js the Syrlans spread out over the country, and where they
.tﬁ%ﬂﬂlected in communities,Syrian grocery stores sprang up to
?E-mwt their needs. From supplying limited Syrian colonies to
;-ﬂder American communities was a natural step. So ﬁrofitable
ses this business found that it began attracting many who
pad been peddlers with a capital to invest. These sarly
grocexy stoeres were more in the nature of generél stores,
gelling groceries, meats, vegetables, fruilt, candies, tobacco,
;d sometimes even dry goods and notions.  But in time the
yventage of specialization was noticed and breaking awdy
fron the colony into various parts cf the city, they began

gening specialized grocery stores, meat markets, tobacco




76

| shops, and confectionery and fruit stores. But it is in

| groceries that they have been most successful,

| The largest number. of Syrian grocers are _

| found in Detroit which is second to New York, with 11,000
Syrians. It 1s said that there are about 2000 grocerGs

; distributed in every section of the city. Their grooery

: and meat stores are considered of high standing and have been
very successful, Recently there has been a movement on foot
tc consolidate them on a cooperative basig, and already there
ar¢ over 400 in the organization. Other centers of Syrian
groceggﬁs, fruiters, and confectioners are New York,
Philadelphia, Boston, Lawrence, Pitteburgh, Charleston,

fest Virginia, Clevelesnd, Toledo, and Grand Rapids,

1> In these trans-Allegheny citios the Syrians have also
become interested in the wholesale fruit business and-havebﬁiltup
lerge firms with cornéctions in California, and Florida, and

é other fruit growing states.  llost of these fruit whole-
salers are located in Ohio, Michigan, and Pennsylvania,

é and West Virginia, particularly in Toledo, Cleveland,

Detroit, Grand Rapids, Pittsburgh and Gharleston; West

e

Virginia. One of the firms in Pittsburg has branches in

Cherleston, Detroit, Toledo, and California, and is considered

| one of the largest distributers in the country. Another out-
; stending vholesaler is in Grand Rapids,%d 1s a aistributor

] for the whole surrounding area, having a yearly turnover of

g more than a millién dollars.

:
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Another form of business that the Syrians have gone
into is the buying of real estate for rental profits. Real
A ers 4re -
estate anewers one of two types, men who combine it with
another form of business, such as grocery, dry goode, or
linen; and men who devote 2ll their time to their property.
The former becomes a landlord first by buying the property
to house his business, and gradually adding %o 1%; while
the latter desiring to retire from businesg entireiy, finds
real estate the safest and easiest investment for %hvir‘é‘ﬁ
accwrulated capital. It is also known that there are many
peddlers and mill-workers who also owm property, with the
Intention of some day devoting all their time to real
estate.

Syrian real estate as & specialized businegs is
nostly to be feund in Vew England, particularly in
Messachusetts, A few yi?rs ago, before the recent real

g P B0 J

baagaarpy A7 T e /
ectate decline)in—%ewell, out of sbout 100 who were in
business, ten did not own real estate, 40 combined it with
another form of business, and about fifty spcoialized in
property, with an aggregate valuation of Syrian real estate
at about two million dollars. Many of these large property

2l title ' :

ovmers started as peddlers, hnmméa having bteen a peddling
center because of its large French-Canadian colony, first
investing their profits in one building, usuazlly a tenement

house. In a few years their holdings so increased that they

'E were able to forsake peddling and devote themselves entirely
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2
3 .\,‘ :;',(‘ 3t L.,,vfﬁ(ﬁ‘{{'(';é#/

to real estate. Loweld became unique among Syrian cities

1 in its high percentage of Syrians who specialized in real

estate. Other cities in Ngt‘Englaggxﬁhere Syrians own a
/
large amount of property are ki%rence, Ylorcester, Springfield

and Manchester, New Hampshire, but usually in these cities

it is combined with some other foxn of business.

Of other Syrian miscellaneo industries and occupa-

tions in a number of cities, are found Syrian restaurants,

and theaters. New York also has two successful firms of

Syrian bankers, real estate brokers, a travel bureau, and
i a steamship agency. Besides these there are two well-known

firms manufacturing suspenders and mirrors, and a phonograph

-; record manufactory.l Indianapolis has a Syrian factory of
| 1. A Classification of Syrian Ads in Meraat El-Gharb, a
! New York Syrien daily,sthis diversification of Syrian occupa-
{? tions, @ yOapli§r e 5

y 1 Grocer

3. 2 Confectioners
> 3. 1 Directory, Alumime A /21474«
4. 2 Rug dealer and importersS
~ B. 2 Grocery importers

B. 1 Jeweler

Tin 1 hotel 4!)

8. . 3 doctors g cery
.' > 9. California Sun~-Dry Bo “/g.o “ r‘/
: 10. 1 tapestry dealer
i 11. 1 silk underwear and Spanish shawls dealer
3 12. The Marvels of Dreams - A scientific and phil.
'; analysis of dreams (by an Egyptian)
i 13.
E 14. Ticket-seller, and travelling agent
4 1D Cigarette manufacture

1.5 A monihly megazine
b Carpentery
18. A book on Spiritualism by Dr. Abr, Arbeely
18. Phonograph records
19. Books

2 Nov./5,/?30

. Ry
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|, high grade plcture framﬂ?;in Gloversville, New York, two
lpfbrothers ovn a iarge glove factorxj and in Norfolk, Va.,

a Syrian runs an ice-factory. There is in Lomax, Illinois,

s National Airways System, which is the only menufactory of

commercial airplanes in Illinois, whose president and-

of fsa
|ylargest shareholder is a Syrian who publishes the "Lomax

Searchlight®,a weekly paper. The Syrian World in its

December, 1937, issue reports the deatnh of a Syrian in
1 T4 Jahote 4

A]Briatow, Rhiledeishia, who from a peddler with only £10.90,

j and unable to read o write, became one of the wealthiest

é men in Oklahoma, wostly from cotton and oil lands. And to
| make the 1list of the occupatidns and industries of an

immigrant people of not more than 35 years old still more

pewildering, there has been formed in Los Angeles #"The Pan-~

Arabian Picture Corp., Ltd.", to produce sound motion
pictures in Arabic to be distributed to countries where
Arabic is spoken,

| Although the majority of the Syrians in this country,

as well as in other lands are engaged Iin the commercial field,

they have not regtricted themselves to any one corner of

industry, but have struck out in 21l the various phases of

| commerce from the pins and needles to artistic linens and

TUgS. The few ocutstanding manufacturing and importing

zirmg of Hew York are liable to blind us to the fact that

thousands of other Syrians throughout the country are

A
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engaged in other forms of commerce, most of them perhaps
' f:‘f/f'uf
small but £4%ing a need in their communities, and contribut-

ing in their owa way to American life.
B. Laborers

While the Syrians in the United States are pre-
T ridde » 3 :

dominantly merchants and H®avelers, and their greatest success
';'has been in the commercial field, yet hundreds of Byriahs are
found working as laborers. The Immigration Commission re-
ported that between the years 1899 and 1910 out of 36,7223
Syrian immigrants giving their employment in this country,
1.2% were professional men, 22.7% skilled workers, 29% farm
laborers, 21.1% ordinary laborerg, and 35.3 6thers;1 Hillex
in his New York survey found in 1903 that 26.8% of the
Syrians there were factory workers.

The majority of S?rian laborers belong to the skilled-
laborers class; very few are found in construction work oT
mining. Miss Houghton says of the Syrian laborers that they
"do not swell the ranks of unskilled labor in such proportions
as other immigrant races - —8" The reason for this is that
as emlgrants they do not, to any lamge extent, come from

a crude laboring class, znd it must be remembered that

~

, 1. Renoris of t ; ation Commission, Vol. I,
101, . '

Do "
2. Houghton, op. cit., p. 658.
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factories, mills, or mines are very few in Syria.1 ¥ore-
over, it must be remembered that the Syrian who was back home
a common laborer, coming to America found his compatriots
engaged in peddling as the easiest and quickest way to make
money, adopted trading as his occupation.,

With the increase of immigration the supply of
peddlers increased and their profite lessened. The ambi tious
pushed out away from the colonies, peddled for a few years
more until they had a working capital and then opened up
businesses, Those who remained behind, finding trading
steadily becoming less profitable, or being unsuited for
business, turned to the factories and mills. It is
significant that the majority of the Syrian workers are

found in the East, in New England, New York, New Jérsey

and Pennsylvania, although in recent years their numbers

1. Occupations of Emigrants, 1899-1909 Inclusive,
50,5928 Syrians. 8, 213,034 total immigration.

Brof. 8killed Farm Farmers Common Servants Miso. No

lab. lab. lab. occupation
.8 14.5 19.3 3.5 13.4 7.0 | 6.4 35.0
1.0 15.2 15.% 1.0 37.8 10.8 2.1 36.4

|, Reports of Immigration Commission, Vol. I, p. 986.
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pave increased in Ohio and Michigan with the industrializa-
tion of these states in the last two decades. The Syrien |
1zborers prefer empléyment in mills and factories, and it is
for this reason we find so large a number of them in the
textile mills of Hew England and New Jersey, and in the iron
shops and foundries of Pennsylvania. 8ixty per cent of all
the Syrians in Connecticut are in mills,l and bwge colonies

of textile workers were found in Lowell, lLewrence, Fall River,
and Manchester, mills before the recent slump in the New
England textile industry. In New Jersey they are engaged in

the silk mills of Paterson and Hoboken. As weavers ln these

New Jersey mills, the Industricl Com. Report quotes one

silk-mill proprietor as saying that they have "an instinct f

e .
a2 [ PP S S e

for weaving", and are preferred to the

Eighty per cent of the Syrians of West Hoboken and Paterson

~are silk weavers.®  The Syrian manufecturers of New York

and New Jercsey employ large numbers of theilr compatriots
along with other races. In Pittsburch end Canton, Ohio, some

are found in the steel foundries, althougzh a manager of

1. Houghton, op. oit., p. 658
2. Report, Vol. XV, p. 446
3. Hittl, op. ¢it., D.
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one of the foundries in Pittsburgh thought them too light

.E; for th&f} heavy labor. The Moslem Syrians of New York,

oddly enoug@,seem to éeek the bakeries of that city, and
are employed in large numbers.

The high wages offered during the War'attracted a
large number of Syrians to the factories and mills, especially
those for munitions. These laborers were particularly con-
centrated in New England, increasing the population of the

-f-&{”( md“lyf‘,/’.’
Syrian colonies theee—manifodd

» 8uch as Lowell which in

this period increased from two hundred to about five or six
hundred. At about this same time the Syrien workers in-
creased in Detroit, Toledo and Cleveland with the defelopment
of the sutomobile industry. This industrial population in
Ohio and Michigan has recently been greatly augmented with
the decline of the textile manufactures in New England. 1In
the last few years there has been an exodus from such cities
as Lowell, Lawrence, Manchester, Fall River and New Bedford
to Detroit,Flint, Toledo, Cleveland and Akron. The Syrians
in Connecticut have not suffered so much because of their
empioyment in varied, non-textile industries; and moreover
their numbers have been increased by workers from Massachusetts.
sl

The Lawrence workers ?ave gone in ﬁﬁﬁmbers to Danbury,
Al

_ﬁ where they are lamge&#’employed in the hat mills.

As a rule the Syrians avoid underground work and

f therefore there are not very many miners among them. But

At S e TR
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there are some in the coal and oil fields of West Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Oklshoma and Texas; they are aleo found in
the mines of Montana and Colorado. In Slaterville,
Pennsylvania there is an interesting Syrian colony whose
members are employed mostly in the slate quarriee of that
tovm. Around Altoona, Pennsylvania, there are a number of
coal miners who have been employed for many years, some

gince 1910,

¢. Farmers

_ Although the majority of Syrian immigrants came
from the rural and agricultural classes, the number of
gyrian farmers in the United States is small. They came
to this country ignorant of the language and its agricultural
opportunities, so that the commercial and industrial opportuni-
ties in the East which were the first they met on arriving
in this country, quickly absorbed them. Perhaps a more
fundamental reason is to be found in the character of the
pmerican farm-life itself, which differs so much from that

ALE Préan el
: sggiable being, and this

Fevy

of Syria. The Syrian is

trait he manifests in his agricultural life back home. Unlike

:ﬁ the American farmer the Syrian does not live on an isolated

| 1arge farm, but in a compact community with his smell holdings

; scattered around the village. In the mornings he goes

'E out to his fields, and returns home at sundown to spend
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the evening with his neighbors and friends or in the

| village coffee-house. Ee comes to America in the first®

place with no intention of going into farming, and if after

| getting here he for once considers agriculture, the fact that

he has no money, that he is ignorant of country and its

language, that he must live on a lonesome farm far from his

friends and his church, forces him to abandon the idea.
Then there is again the consideration that very few came
;éﬂé;g'with the intention of settling down permanently, and
that more money could be quickly made in othefﬂgggagzzzggmf

than agriculture.

Hevertheless, some of the earliest Syrian immigrants,
in the 1870's, pushed out West and took up free lands and
cultivated them for a livelihood. But these in tlme were
sbsorbed into the American population and have left no
traces.

There are today west of the Alleghanies, in the corn

Py n€Saldd

belt, azd in the cotton belﬁ)in Yewieo, lowa, Kansas,

Oklahoma, Texas, North and South Dakota, Yontana, Wyoming,

and Washington, Syrian farmers living either in colonies or
,dispeuked over the country on individual farmg.l In North
.7 Dakota, Bas¥ in 1@11, it was estimated that there were about

800 Syrian farmers, and in the neighborhood of Williston

; alone some 100. Most of these farmers entered the

1. Very good accounts of the Syrian farmers in the Middle Vest
are found in Houghton, and especially in Kherbawil, from which
most of my facts have been taken.

-




86

United States through the eastern ports and like most of

their compatriots took up for their first occupation peddling.
They pushed out into the west, some stopped for a while in
the Lske cities, and others continued to the upper HMississippi

and settled mostly in Minnesota. From the cities of

Kinneapolis, 8t. Paul, and Duluth they spread over. the rest

of the state and westward, first going about as peddlers,
ks
supplying the farmers oﬂfsurrounding country with theiy

. varied needs. Soon they began taking up land and combined
g faruing with peddling, but later giving up the latter and
’% devoting all their work to agriculture. Thus Minnesofa
‘ became the distributing poinﬁ of the Syrian farmers in the
| Vest,

The Syrians first appecred in lMinnesota in 1880,
In the following yeare their number increased and thgy
. spread over the vwhole state with centers in Minneapolis,
St. Paul, Duluth, llankato, and Crookston. In 1913 they
numbered about 2000, and except for the few store owners,
and itinerant peddlers they were mostly engaged in farming.
In spite of the fact that they started with only a small
capital they are today quite successful.

From liinnesota the Syrians pushed out into North

and South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and states further west.

e e e T R P SER

The most successful of the Syrian farmefg are found in North
Ave e
;{ﬁDakota, especially in the vicinities of Tidga, Rugby, and
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Williston. The first settlers in North Dakota came to Fargo
from ¥innesota in 1883 to open stores and trade. But in 1900 -
one peddler who was well acquainted with the surrounding
country led a group from S5t. Paul to establish a farming
colony not far from Fargo. In the same way the farming-
colony of Rugby was settled in 1897 by only two families;

and in a few years increased to 40 families. Another farming
colony was established in Williston in 1900 and it soon had
over 50 families. Some of the farmers started with a fair
zapital, either earnings made in this country or from proceeds
of the gale of property in Syria. These in about itwo years
vecame self-supporting. But there were others who had no
capital and had to borrow money from loan companies and
rredually paid it back. It usually took these four or five
vears before they became self-supporting. There were also
some who were unable to meet their debts and were sold out by
the loan companles. However, many of these farms were pur-
chased by Syrian businessmén of the northwestern cities and
Jyrian farm laborers employed.

It is known that many of these western Syrian farmers
are eQucated men with a few graduates of the American University
ofI%;;;;:T On the whole they have been successful and
have carved a place for themselves in their communities,
Although they suffered the first few years, due to their

ignorance of modern farming and others because of their debt




purdens, in a few years they were able to operate their

farms profitably, improve them considerably and gshare in

- the agrioulturqland political 1ife of their communities. The

Syrians of Dakota attained such a high position, that in
1903 one of them was clected president of the North Dakota
Agricultural Society, and later secretary to the newly
organized Socialist Party of the state.

Although the most successful and most numerous
farmers among the Syrian immigrants.are found in the ifiddle
West, some are found in other parts of the country. Tuere
are a few farmers in New England, especially in Maine and
Hassachusetts, who grow potatoes and fruits, or are in dairy-
ing. In the environs of Lawrence there are a few truck-
farmers who supply the local market. In Burlington, Vermont,
one of the largest apple orchards of that district is owned
by a %yrian farmer. About one~fourth of the seasonal
agricultural laborers about Oneida, New York, are Syrians.
The iarge number of Syrian restaurants, frult and grocery
stores of New York and Brooklyn are supplied by New Jersey
Syrian truck farmers. Vegetable'farmers are also found around
Detroit-and other places in Hichigan.

Second in importance to the farmers of the Middle
fiest are the farmers of the South and the Far West. There
are a number of cotton planters in the South, the mosi

prosperous of whom are in North Carolina and Texas. In

e S e BN S A iy




Virginia many Syrians, who have had experience back in

.fhéir mother-country, are growing large quantities of

tobacco. Thé largest and most modern butter-factory of
Ozark, Arkansas, is owned by a Syrian. In the Far West
tﬂ; Syrian farmers are mostly found in California and
Washington as fruit growers. They have been particular;y

successful in California where they are cultivating large

- orchards, and introducing Syrian varieties of fruits. One

of the recent and popular melon p;oducta of California has
been the Kassdba melon; which is said to have been first
cultivated by a Syrian Californian, Kassab.

| A few years ago there was some land lying idle in
Central California which was considered unfit for the plow,

because it wasdes€r?”  Thig waste land was purchased by

‘2 Syrian, and with the help of hie sons turned it into one

of the most productive vineyards of California.

D. Miscellaneous Occuvations

As for other occupations, no one of them is unknown
to the Syrians. Since a large propertion of young men, and
even younggd women, are now beginning to pursue higher
learning,it is expected that in the near future they will
have a large number of men and women in the various professions.
Even today in almost every Syrian center there are found

lawyers and doctors, and in the large cities téachers, nurses,
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7 clergymen, and dentists. Thep<have already appeared

-engineers ‘and chemists among the rising generation, and

their number is steadily increasing. Professor Hitti
classified the vocations of the twenty-four members of the

Syrlan Educational Society of New York, giving an idea of

their diversity, as followas®
Merchants........ . B Pharmacist..... womiaie sk
Physicians..... ....3 LBWFOL s « 5 somwamion s 1
Dentists...... cuss B Exports ComMeeceee... 1
Bngineers......... 2 HADLIater. . cowwsewi's § 4
RLEYK S o vwvwn s v & e B Life Ins, Agent.....1l
Students......... 2 Teacher.....ovceeee 1

13 vocations
24 men

In #he letters and art they also have their

3 7 representatipas, There are a number of journslists,

authors and poets among them, and at least two have attained
1ﬁternationa1 fame. Their love of music is producing
singers, players, and a composer-pianist who is said %o be
"coming to the front as a pioneer in the intrcduction of

3
Oriental music.® A Syrian music teacher in Shreveport,

1. Hitti, op. cit. p. 7 ¥
2. Ibid., p. 7]
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Louisiana, has become a recognized leader in her field

" and contributes to the periodical "L'Etude®. A Syrian
poet-artist a few years ago attracted national attention
and has been given a special place in American art and
poetic prose writing.l {

Zven in the 1333 gentler arts/;ftboxing, the
Syrians have turned out quite a sturdy group, among whom
one in partlculhr, a Souti rner, has attaiﬁed'gzzzggéi/
distinction. And in. the more recent ?rt of flying the
Syrlanjdistlnguish €£emqelvcs ag\iaving a number of

aviators, and tyo aviatresses @nme\in Virginia and the

otherf in California.
Thus we see that these immigrants; who mostly come
from the rural classes of Syria and began in this country
as peddlers,have branched out into many fields, and it is
to be expected that they will become even more diversified

in the coming years with the education of their children.

1. Cf. infra, pp. [d/ ff.
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CHAPTER III.

INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

A. Societies and Clubs

If an immigrant people is small in number and'thinly
spread over the country, it soon loses its identity and is
bompletely absorbed by the population. We pave gseen how'the
two hundred thousand Syrians, a small number compared to
other immigrants, have distributed themselves over every
state of the Union, sometimes with only one or two families
in a town. This is particularly so west of the Alleghanies
where they are fast taking on American tmaits and habits, and
many, as those on the prairies, have already lost their

Syrian identity. It is only in the larger towns and cities

where 8yrians have aggregated that we find the typical

Syrian still tenaciously holding on to his old world

heritage. No doubt the presence of large numbers in thege

centers largely accounts for their preservation. But. there

are other factors which have saved them from being swallowed
up by the all-absorbing forces of American life.

Today there is not a Syrian community in the United
States tnat has not at least one Syrian club or society,

some of which date back to the early years of the century.
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The number of these associations has greatly increased since

the World War when the average 8yrian fully realized he was

here to stay, and as the second generation of Syrians came

% 7 into its own:gzéy saw that they were a swall minority among
i teeming thousands, and that their only hope of securing a

recognized place in American life was by organizing societies.

_3 They are a pecple little understood by the Americans, and

; the only way they could bring thémselves to the attention
of their neighbors most advantageously was by united action.
These clubs and societies throughout the country were or-

% gaénized to aid their fellow Syrlans under strange con-

i ditions, to encourage education andg naturalization, and to

protect themselves from any infringement of their rights.

j_ e therefore have $he phenomenal development of Syrian

: clubs, charitable organizations, educational angd literary

é geocieties, and citizens and political associations.

Perhaps the most widespread and influeﬁtial of these

crganizations are those clubs which usually go under the

SR

name of "Syrian American Club®*. fThe first of these clubs

h'ﬁ‘ =

appeared in New York in 1908 as the Syrian-American Club;

. g v <
'> whhﬂaéﬁu Kbﬁpbapﬁ%x Bays was organized "to strengthen

g
- v e

the brotherly and harmonious bonds among the Syrians; to

ald them in the courts ang immigration customs, to encourage

Americen naturalization; to protect their rights, and to

i s
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do everything that would enhance the Syrian name in their
‘new home. "1 This movement has spread rapidly throughout
the ccuntry, first to-the large cities as Boston, Pittsburgh
Detroit, Ghidago, and San Francisco, then into every city
and town where Syrians are fourd in large numbers. They
have becn doing great work in adapting the Syrisns t¢ their
new country,_and preaenting themselves favorably before the
American public. 8o widespread and so izportant in Syrian-
american life hesve these clubs beocome that a movement for
federation has been started. It first began in New York
JEity when the two.Syrian—american Clubs in 1925 united @Z@g
the imerican-Syrisn Federction. Then in 1928 a New England
8yriaun-American Federation wés organized at a convention
in Pittsfield, Hass., and issued a call to all the 8yrian

clubs in the country to unite into a national federation.

‘ ?The lead has been %sken by the,/Syri&n Bor1ld¥ which hasg

gent out circulars to all the clubs in the country to con-
sider such a federation. The movement has also won the favor
of the Syrian hewspapers for they feel that the Syrians
‘urgently need to work for a Syrian-Americon federation of

21l our clubs and societies to direct our national affairs,..®

AgE soon as enough clubs express their approval of such a

federation a convention will be called which will consclidate

p 1. Khgwbatefi, op. cit. p. 8la.
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the now disunited Syrian clubs of America.

In the larger Syrian communities besides these gen-

?3 eral Syrian American clubs there are algo found other or-

ganizations for special purposes. REVery religious body
where there is a church, has its sectarian and charity
gocieties, usually for the men and women separately, which

gake upon themselves "to administer relief to the needy mem-

pers of that church and to bury the friendless dead.“l There

are also non-sectarian societies 1n some citieg,such as

the gyrian Ladies Aid Society of New York and the Soclety
for the Burial of the Dead of Worcester, Mass. Where there
are Syrians who come from various localities of-syria there
are also found societies whose membership is based on geo-

graphical origin such as the Damascus Fraternity, the

'Beyrouth'Young Hen's Society, the Schewire Welfare League,

the United Djezzine Society, and the Aitha Union. This
latter organization draws its members from immigrants who
come from a small town in the Coelo-~Lebanon and are par-

ticularly found in Toledo, Grand Rapids, Charleston, West

virginia, and Lowell, Massachusetts, and who effected a union

of the Aitha clubs of these cities. 1In addition to social

" and charitable clubs, purely educational and literary so-

cieties have appeared in some of the cities. In New York

1. Hitti, op. cit., p. 0.

A ———
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engaged in other forms of commerce, most of them perhaps
: N e
small but £itsinc a need in their communities, and contribut-

ing in their owa way to American life.
B. Laborers

V%hile the Syrians in the United States are pre-
Tridde » 3

3 dominantly merchants and $zavelezs, and their greatest success
| nas been in the commercial field, yet hundreds of Syrians are
found working as laborers. The Immigration Commission re-
ported that between the years 1899 and 1910 out of 36,723
Syrian immigrants giving their employment in this country,
1.2% were profeesional men, 32.7% skilled workers, 39% farm
laborers, 21.1% ordinary laborers, and 25.3 others:* Miller
in his New York survey found in 1903 that 36.8% of the
Syrians there were factory workers.

The majority of Sjrian laborers belong to the skilled-
laborers class; very few are found in construction work or
pining. Miss Houghton says of the Syrian laborers that they
"do not swell the ranks of unskilled labor in such proportions
as other immigrant races - —2“ The reason for this is that
as emigrants they do not, to any lamge extent, come from
a crude laboring class, and it mﬁst be remembered that

~

, 1. Renorts of t nigration Commission, Vol. I,

ps 401s .
2. Houghton, op. cit., p. 658,
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factories, mills, or mines are very few in Syria,l More-
over, it must be remembered that the Syrian who wag back hone
a common laborer, coming to America found his compatriots
engaged in peddling as the easiest and quickest way to make
money, adopted trading as his occupation.

With the increase of immigration the supply of
peddlers increased and their profite lessened. The ambitious
pushed out away from the colonies, peddled for a few years
more until they had a working capital and then opened up
businesses. Those who remained behind, finding trading
steadily becoming less profitable, or being unsuited for
business, turned to the factories and mills. It is
significant that the majority of the Syrian workers are
found in the East, in New England, New York, New Jersey

and Pennsylvania, although in recent years their numbers

1. Occupations of Emigrants, 1899-1909 Iﬁclueive,
50,583 8yrians. 8, 213,034 total immigration.

Brof. 8killed Farm Farmers Common Servants Misc. No

lab, lab., lab. occupation
B 14.5 19.3 &.5 13.4 7.0 6.4 35.0
1.0 15,3 15.7 1:0 37.8 10.8 3.1 26.4

Reports of Immigration Commission, Vol. I, p. 96.
s snpra . ;L'ﬁ
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! pave increased in Ohio and Michigan with the 1lndustrializa-

tion of these states in the last two decades. The Syrian
lzborers prefer empldyment in mills and factories, and it is
for this reason we find so large a number of them in the

textile mills of New England and New Jersey, and in the iron

ghops and foundries of Pennsylvania. Sixty per cent of all
the Syrians in Connecticut are in mills,l and bwgge colonies

of textile workers were found in Lowell, Lawrence, Fall River,

and Manchester, mills before the recent slump in the New

England textile industry. In New Jersey they are engaged in

the s8ilk mills of Paterson and Hoboken. As weavers in these

New Jersey mills, the Industrizl Com. Report quotes one

gsilk-mill proprietor as saying that theywpave "an inspinc?ﬂw1£%M%

&= €- {:-Jv & {—Wﬁw'ﬁy
for weaving", and are preferred to the Aws : .

Eighty per cent of the Syrians of West Hoboken and Paterson
3-are silk weavers.®  The Syrian manufacturers of New York

and New Jersey employ large numbers of their compatriots

along with other races. In Pittsburgh end Canton, Ohio, some

are found in the steel foundries, although a manager of

g 1. Houghton, op. oit., p. €58
|, 8. Report, Vol. XV, p. 446
3. Hitti, op. cit., p.

dpelge—i:
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one of the foundries in Pittsburgh thought them too light
for thé¥F heavy labor. The'Moslem Syrians of New York,

0ddly enoughyseen to seek the bakeries of that city, and
are employed in large numbers,

The high wages offered during the War attracted a
large number of Syrians to the factories and mills, especially
those for munitions. These laborers were particularly con-—
centrated in New England, increasing the population of the

Fhene prdny folds
Syrian colonies ¥aeee—mentfodds, such as Lowell which in
this period increased from two hundred to about five or six
hundred. At about thls same time the Syriasn workers in-
creased in Detroit; Toledo and Cleveland with the development
of the automobile industry. Thig industrial population in
Ohio and Michigan has recently been greatly augmented with
the decline of the textile manufactures in New England. In
the last few years there has been an exodus from such citics
as Lowell, Lawrence, Manchester, Fall River and New Bedford
to Detroit,Flint, Toledo, Cleveland and Akron. The Syrians
in Connecticut have not suffered so wmuch because of their
emplbyment in varied, non-textile industries; and moreover
their numbers have been increased by workers from Kassachusetts.
The Lawrence woéke{i‘ ve gone in 9M?ﬁ§ﬁbers to Danbury,
where they arerzzggzg;?employed in the hat mills.

As a rule the Syrians avoid underground work and

therefore there are not very many miners among them. But

wwﬁzﬁiﬁigﬁ
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there are some in the coal and oll fields of West Virginila,

] Pennsylvania, Oklahoma and Texas; they are also found in

the mines of Montana and Colorado. In Slaterville,
pennsylvania there is an interesting Syrian colony whose
pembers are employed mostly in the slate quarriee of that
torm. Around Altoona, Pennsylvenia, there are a number of
coal miners who have been employed for many years, some

gince 1810,

¢. Farmers

| Although the majority of Syrian immigrants came
from the rural and agricultural classes, the number of
gyrian farmers in the United States is small. They came
to this country ignorant of the language and its agricultural
opportunities, so that the commercial and industrial opportuni-
ties in the East which were the first they met on arriving
in this country, quickly absorbed them. Perhaps a more
fundamental reason is to be found in the character of the
pmerican farm-life itself, which differs 8o much from that

& 2 AT ebes

of Syria. The Syrian is sé%iable being, and this

trait he manifests in his agricultural life back home. Unlike
the American farmer the Syrian does not live on an isolated
jarge farm, but in a compact community with his small holdings
scattered around the village. In the mornings he goes

out to his fields, and returns home at sundown to spend
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the evening with his neighbors and friends or in the

village coffee~house. Ee comes to America in the first

place with no intention of going into farming, and 1if aftex

getting here he for once considers agriculture, the fact that

he has no money, that he is ignorant of country and its

language, that he must live on a lonesome farm far from his

friends and his church, forces him %o abandon the idea.

Then there is again the consideration that very few came

hene
i;the;e with the intention of settling down permanently, and

“Tndustries V
that more money could be gquickly wade in other industries

than agriculture.

Hevertheless, some of the earlies® Syrian immigrants,
in the 1870's, pushed out West and took up free lands and
cultivated them for a livelihood. But these in tlme were
absorbed into the American population and have left no
traces.

There are today west of the Alleghanies, in the corn

M rymeSoled

belt, sad in the cotton bel?}in Yexieo, lowa, Kansas,

Oklahoma, Texas, North and South Dakota, lontana, Wyoming,

:
f and Washington, Syrian farmers 1iving either in colonies oOr
% ,dispeged over the country on individual farme.l In North

|7 Dakota, bpel in 1411, it was estimated that there were about

800 Syrian farmers, and in the neighborhood of Williston

| alone some 100. Most of these farmers entered the

| 1. VYery good accounts of the Syrian farmers in the Middle Vest
| are found in Houghton, and especially in Kherbawi, from which
| most of my facts have been taken.
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United States through the eastern ports and like most of

~ their compatriots took up for their first occupation peddling.

They pushed out into the west, some stopped for a while in
the Lake citlies, and others continued to the upper Hississippi
and settled mostly in Minnesota. From the cities of
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth they spread over. the rest
of the state and wes’c*.-?arcf‘t}(3 first going about as peddlers,
supplying the farmers oﬁ{gﬁrrounding country with theiy
varied needs. Soon they began taking up land and combined
farming with peddling, but later giving up the latter and
devoting all their work to agriculture. Thus Minnesofa
became the distributing poinf of the Syrian farmers in the
West.

The Syrians first appecred in Minnesota in 1880,
In the following yeare their number increased and thgy
spread over the whole gtate with centers in Minneapolis,
8t. Paul, Duluth, lankato, and Crookston. In 1913 they
numbered about 2000, and except for the few store owners,
and itinerant peddlers they were mostly engaged in farming.
In spite of the fact that they started with only a small
capital they are today quite successful.

From liinnesota the Syrians pushed out into North

and South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and states further west.

The most successful of the Syrian farmeig are found in North
! aAve e
iﬁfDaKota, especially in the vicinities of Tidéa, Rugby, and

At
15
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Williston. The first settlers in North Dakota came to Fargo
from Minnesota in 1893 to open stores and trade. But in 1900
one peddler-who-was well acquainted with the surrounding
country led a group from St. Paul to establish a farming
cclony not far from Fargo. In the same way the farming-
colony of Rugby was settled in 1887 by only two families;
and in a few years increased to 40 families. Another farming
colony was established in Williston in 1800 and it soon had
over 50 families. Some of the farmers started with a falr
capital, either earnings made in this country or from proceeds
of the gale of property in Syria. These in about two years
became self-supporting. But there were others who had no
capital and had to borrow money from loan companies and
gredually paid it back. It usuzlly took these four or five
veare before they became self-supporting. There were also
some who were unable to meet their debts and were sold out by
the loan compaenies. However, many of these farms were pur-
chased by Syrian businessmén of the northwestern cities and
Syrian farm laborers employed.

It is known that many of these western Syrian farmers
are educated men with a few graduates of the American University

Berrur

of Benedidt, On the whole they have been successful and
have carved a place for themselves in their communities,
Although they suffered the first few years, due to their

ignorance of modern farming and others because of their debt




purdens, in a few years they were able o operate their

farms profitably, improve them considerably and share in

- the agriculturqland pdlitical 1ife of their communities. The

Syrians of Dakota sttained such a high position, that in
1903 one of them was clected president of the North ﬁakota
Aericultural Society, and later secretary to the newly
organized Socialist Party of the state.

Although the most successful and most numesrous
farmers among the Syrian immigrants are found in the iliddle
West, some are found in other parts of the country. There
are a few farmers in New England, especially in Maine and
lassachusetts, who grow potatoes and fruits, or are in dairy-
ing. In the environs of Lawrence there are a few truck-
farmers who supply the local market. In Burlington, Vermont;
one of the largest apple orchards of that district is owned
by a gyrian farmer. About one~fourth of the seasonal
agricultural laborers sbout Oneida, New York, are Syrians.

The large number of Syrian restaurants, fruit and grocery
stores of New York and Brooklyn are supplied by New Jersey
Syrian truck farmers. Vegetable'farmers are also found around
Detroit'and other places in Michigan.

Second in importance to the farmers of the Middle
flegt are the farmers of the South and the Far West. There
are a number of cotton planters in the South, the most

prosperous of whom are in North Carolina and Texas. In

R SR M T TR o
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: Virginia many Syrians, who have had experience back in
| _their mother-country, are growing large quantities of

tobacco. The largest and most modern butter-factory of

Ozark, Arkansas, is owned by a Syrian. In the Far West

-

the Syrian farmers are mostly found in California and

Washington as fruit growers. They have been particulariﬁ

successful in California where they are cultivating large

- orchards, and introducing Syrian varieties of fruits. One

of the recent and popular melon products of California has

been the Kassaba melon, which is said to have been first

cultivated by a Syrian Californian, Kassab.
| A few years ago there was some land lylng idle in

Central California which was considered unfit for the plow,

'7 because it was'deser?” This waste land was purchased by
| ‘a Syrian, and with the help of his sons turned it into one

of the most productive vineyards of California.

D. Misgellaneous Occupations

As for other occupations, no one of them is unknown

to the Syrians. ©Since a large propertion of young men, and ;

'7 even youngpﬁ women, are now beginning to pursue higher
learning,it is expected that in the near future they will
have a large number of men and women in the various professions.

Even today in almost every Syrian center there are found

lawyers and doctors, and in the large citles téachers, nurses,

{
i
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| 7 clergymen, and dentists. Thep<have already appeared

.engineers ‘and chemists among the rising generation, and

their number is steadlly increasing. Professor Hitti
clagsified the vocations of the twenty-four members of the
Syrian Educational Society of New York, giving an idea of

their diversity, as follows:l

Merchants......... 6 Pharmacist.....cc0e0ld
Physicians.........S LAWYOT . « o susmwens o s &
Dentiste.occesnse . o Exports Commeceo....l
INEINBET Barnscs s 4 5 6 O MADIBLET. » vuwninwn's & 'K
ClerkB.icevinaen s . @ Life Ins. Agent.....1l
Students......... 3 PCaCheT . « vovssinenne &

13 vocations
34 men

In e letters and art they also have their

i Vi representatipads. There are a number of journalists,

authors and poets among them, and at least two have attained
iﬁternational fame. Their love of music is producing
singers, players, and a composer-pianist who is said to be
"coming to the front as a pioneer in the introduction of

2
Oriental music.® A Syrian music teacher in Shreveport,

1. Hitti, op. cit. p. 7 ¥
2. Ibid., p.73
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, one in partlculur, a South rner has attained
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Louisiana, has become a recognized leader in her field

- and contributes to the periodical "L'Etude". A Syrian

poet-artist a few years ago attracted national attention
and has been given a special place in American art and

poetic prose writing.l i

Even in the less gentler artslof\boxing, the
Syrians have turned out quite a sturdy group, among whom
secrrond/
Robioned

distinction. And 1n the moxre recent art of’flying the

7Byr1an$dist1nguish themqelvca as having a number of

9 dviators, and two aviatresses @ne\in Virginia and the

7

othe:% in California.

Thus we see that these immigranta; who mostly come
from the rural classes of Syria and began in this country
as peddlers,have branched out into many fields, and it is
to be expected that they will become even more diversified

in the coming years with the education of their children.

1. Of. infra, pp. [/ ff.
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CHAPTER III.

LNSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENTS

A. Socileties and Clubs

If an immigrant people is small in number and thinly
spread over the country, it soon loses its identity and is
bompletely absorbed by the population. We have seen how the
two hundred thousand Syrians, a small number compared to
other immigrants, have distributed themselves over every
gstate of the Union, sometimes with only one or two families
in & town. This is particuiarly so west of the Alleghanies
where they are fast taking on American tmaits and habits, and
many, as those on the prairies, have already lost their

Syrian identity. It is only in the larger towns and cities

where Syrians have aggregated that we find the typical

Syrian: still tenaciously holding on to his old world

heritage., No doubt the presence of large numbers in thege

centers largely accounts for their preservation. But there

are other factors which have saved them from belng swallowed
up by the all-absorbing forces of American life.

Today there is not a Syrian community in the United
States tnat has not at least one Syrian club or society,

some of whick date back to the early years of the century.
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The number of these associations has greatly increased since
the World War when the average Syrian fully realized he was

bhere to stay, and as the second generation of Syrians came

; 7 into 1its own;fgey saw that they were a small ninority among

teeming thousands, and that their only hope of securing a
recognized place in American life was by organizing societies.
They are a pecple little understood by the Americans, and
the only way they could bring thémselves to the attention

of their neighbors mosﬁ advantageously was by united action.
These clubs and societies throughout the country were or-
genized te aid their fellow Syrians under strange con-
ditions, to encourage education and naturalization, and to

protect themselves from any infringement of their rights.

- We therefore have {the phenomenal development of Syrian

clubs, charitable organizations, educational and literary
societies, and citizens and political associations.

Perhaps the most widespread and influeﬁtial of these
organizations are those clubs which usually go under the
name of "Syrian American Club". The first of these clubs

appeared in Nen York in 1908 as the Syrian-American Club;

"} y which pﬂfm thﬁbawlﬂ pays was organized "to- strengthen

the brotherly and harmonious bonads among the Syrians; to
ald thea in the courts and immigration customs; to encourage

American naturalization; to protect their rights, and to
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do everything that would enhance the Syrisn name in their
‘new home.#t This movement has spread rapidiy throughout
the country, first to the large cities as Boston, Pittsburgh
Detroit, Ghiéago, and San Francisco, then into every city
and town where Syrians ate found in large numbers. They
have been doing great work in adapting the Syrisns t¢ their
new country,_and preaenting themselves favorably before the
~American public. So widespread and so important in Syrian-
americzn life hsve these clubs beoome that a movement for
federation has 5een started. It first began in New York
,Eity when the two Syrian~£merican Clubs in 1925 united %Zgg'
the imerican-Syrisn Federation. Then in 1928 a New England
S8yrian-American Federation wﬁs orgunized at a convention
in Pittsfield, Mass., and issued & call to all the S8yrian

clubs in the country to unite into a national federation.

7The lead has been taken by the,/ﬁyrian yorld¥ wnich hasg
gent. out circulars to all the clubs in the country to con-
sider such a federation. The movement has also won the favor
_of the Syrian newspapers for they feel that the Syrians
"urgently need to work for a Syrian-americen federation of

all our clubs and societies to dircct our national affairs...®

As soon as enough clubs express their approval of such a

federation a convention will be called which will coneclidate

é? 1. Khg#batefi, op. cit. p. 8l4.
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the now disunited Syrian clubs of America.

In the larger Syrian communities besides these gen-

?  eral Syrian American clubs there are also found other or-
genizations for special purposes. Every religious body

where there is a church, has its sectarian and charity

gsocieties, usually for the men and women separately, which

take upon themselves "to administer relief to the needy mem-

! pers of that church and to bury the friendless dead.“l There
are also non-sectarian societies in some citieg,such as

the Syrian Ladies Ald Society of New York and the Soclety

for the Burial of the Dead of Worcester, Mass. iWhere there
are Syrians who come from various localities of Syria there

are also found societies whose membership is based on geo-

graphical origin such as the Damascus Fraternity, the

‘Beyrouth‘Young Men's Society, the Schewire Welfare League,

the United Djezzine Society, and the Aitha Union. This

o T L
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latter organization draws its members from immigrants who

come from a small town in the Coelo-Lebanon and are par-

ticularly found in Toledo, Grand Rapids, Charleston, West

i __:xg. 9

s

Virginia, and Lowell, Massachusetts, and who effected a union

g

of the Aitha clubs of these cities. In addition to social
" and charitable clubs, purely educational and literary so-

cieties have appeared in some cf the cities. In New York

1. Hitti, op. cit., p. 90.

s




28

and Boston are found Syrian Educational Societies whose
”j' purpose is to unite all Syrian college graduates in order
‘ ‘to encourage educétion, and to aid financially ihose who
are seeking higher education. In New York there are a

Arrab;7a b |
;’>Book Club and an Arpabitals, exclusive literary clubs.

* There are also a number of political and citizen crganiza-

tions which take & part in the political and civic activity

of their communities, and are highly regarded by their fellow

41 citizens.

e e vt T= TS

An organization that -hes appeared in the last -féye /ﬁﬁf;/

years, dalled forth by the recent Druze Rebellion in Syria,

e —

| 1s the New Syria Society. It Quickly spread and today claims

fifty branches with its center in New York, where it first
began. Its purpose is the liberation of Syria from foreign
control, but it has fomnd favor only among a limited number

of the older generation who still feel a tie to the home

e A e e

land.
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Thus we see a growth of interest among the Syrians

Ld Py .
Pﬁn cause a place for themselves in Ame: ican life by

|

cooperative association. Cooperation is one of the things

they are just beginning to learn in this country, and so

strong an appeai has it made and so wldespread has it become,

e

that a Syrian physician has termed it Syrian "Societitis!.
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B. Newspapers and Magazines

Another influential factor in Syrian-~-American life

has been Syrian journalism and magazines. Wherever the Syrians

have gone they have established newspapers and journals,

which hive had a tremendous influence upon the Arabic-speaking

5_ people. There can be no doubt but that Syrian journalism
in this country has done much to improve the lot of the im-

migrant Syrians. To many who could read only Arabicl, news

and affairs of the world, its progress, inventions and ex-

plorations for the first time became accessible. These news—

papers for the thousands distributed over the country became

the connecting link between them and their home-land and the rest

of the world, and the interpreter of the strange country of

their adoption. But their greatest importance lay in the

P T i G U=

-fact tnat they became the educators of large nuwmbers of

unletteréd men. The degree of illiteracy was unusually high

among the immigrant Syrians of the early years. Of the

M s

i 47,834 Syrian immigrants, fourteen years or over, admitted

between 1899 and 1910, 53.3% were illiterate, placing the

Syrians among the six highest illiterate immigrant races.

While still in Syria the facilities for education were not very

< - 2
1. Arabic has displaced Syria@ in Syria, since the arab
;q' conquest of the country in the seventh century.

;? 3. Reports cf the Immigration Commission, Vol. I, p. 99.




2

o alng.:

28

| » many and their absence was not greatly felﬁ} education

 there was one of the luxuries of life. But with their coming

to America, their separation from the mother-country, their
pursuit of trade, and the isolation of many of them brought
home to them the great need, at least of reading and writing.
In the early days Arabic books were rare in this country and
the 8yrian's only means'of educating himself was the news-
papers wnich could be sent out from ¥ew York to any part

of the country. Since their interests in this early period

' were still in things Syrian, and their business only peddling

the Syrians did not feel the need of learning English. They
ordered their goods from Syrian dealers, they had to write

to their families in Syria, and their friends in other parts
of America in Arabiqj and so the study of Aiabic WAS8 more
important to them. The newspapers thus served him first as his

teachers, and then as informers of his old country, the

"Mwi’ Caseuey

outside world, and his adopted country. For these reasons we

jgwé an unusual development of Syrian journalism in America
much out of proportion to the Syrian population.

Besides being indispensable to the Syrian immigrants
these newspapers became important links between East and Jest,
the transmitters of Western ideas and conditions to the
old world, and keeping the emigrants informed of Syrian de-
velopments. While in Syria, writers were restrained from

voicing freely their opinions and disapproval of home con-




i
s

29

ditions. But coming to America, many as refugees, found the
Syrian newspapers invaluable means of agitating their
~countrymen back home,-by attacking the Turkish government,
comparing its despotism and backwardness to the freedom

and enlightenment of the western countries, and urging their
fellow Syrians to shake off thne Turkish‘yoke. 8o dangerous
did these attacks become that the Turkish Government vro~
“hibited the entrance of Syrian-American newspapers into the
country, and placed a death sentence on the writers and
editors. Nevertheless these papers found their way into
Syria and did much to arouse the nationélism that appeared

in Syria between 1900 and 1905. A writer in the Independent

of April 1903 tells of how when a boy he wes told by a friend
that if_he searched under the roots of a certain huge tree
outside the village he would find something good. What he
discovered was a bundle of Arabic newspapers from New York
which attacked the Government, and started him on his career
' cﬁ@lﬁrg
as andipeontent. He was later forced to leave the country
because of his attacks, came to this country, like many
otherg,and éﬁntinued his agitation through the Syrian-
American newspapers. |

If the American newspapers made some of the Syrians

dissatisfied with their government, they made them even more

1. Independent, "S8tory of a Young Syrian" April 30, 1903.
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dissatisfied with their conditions in general, and influenced

A/«
') them to emigrate. _ﬁ;#aéé with the letters sent back by the

immigrants, the newspapers printgd in glaring colors the
opportunities and freedom of the new world, the progress of
immigrant business wen, and the comforts and'lavishness of

some of the successful immigrants, enough to make the poor

| » Syriang leave his home ang emigrate to this land of wealth

and happiness.
The first Yyrian Rewspaper in the western hemisphere

a@ppeared in New York in 1892 as "Kowkab Amerika®, (the

' e
¥ "Stﬁre of America'), owned and edited by Najib Arbezlybthe

son of Dr. Arbelly and whose first literary editor was

|/ ﬁ{ﬁé&nj’
¥ Abraham Niehbeny., It was first a weekly anrd then a daily.

Since then s great many nemspapers have been started at va-
rious times and in different places, but only to die out
after one or two yeare. The small number of Syrians in this
country could not support them all. Most of thege newspapers
&ppeared in New York and a few in Boston, Lawrence and
Detroit. But New York is the Syrian newspaper center of
America. In 1913: 3 dailies, 1 thrice~weekly, 4 semi
weekly, 1 weekly, and 1 monthly were being published in the
United States, all of which but the monthly of Boston
appeared in New York. In 1920 there were‘ten newspapers in
the country, of which six were in New York and one in Boston,

one 1n Lawrence, and two in Detroit. By 1930 one more wasg
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- added to those of New York and the one in Boston disappeared.

S, s

0f these only four in New York, are now dailies. Thus we

e S A S e ), .7 AT e .

see that there has not been much growth of Syrian Journalism

-"....ﬂ-'-"':i-az'-\'n‘--’

in the last twenty years, and it is claimed that even a few \ i

of those still in existence ewe their life only to religious iél

:7 ér-tribal feuds. N you
| Al-Hoda of New York, -owned and published—by—Magenin

|| ‘Moljarzel, ie the largest and most progressive of the Syrian

papers, bhaving & circulaticn of about 5,000. Its publigher
is a Maronite and so it claims most of the Haronite readers.

) leraat-Ul-Gharb and El-Nisr cater to most of the Greek

Orthodox, while Al-Bayan which is edited by & Druze circulates

| among the Mohammedans and Druze of this country. Although the
; dailies ore located in New York, they depend on the interior
] -for their support where 80% of their subscribers are dis-
; tributed, and 104 in foreign countries.l |

| In recent years the Syrian newspapers are beginning
te réalize that their span of 1life is greatly limited and

| that in about ten or fifteen years Syrian Arabic journalism

! will come to an end. The reasons for this are quite evident.

Imnigration from Syria has been greatly restrioted, the
immigrants are dying away and the younger Americanized gen-
gration do not recad Arabic, "all make the position of the

Arabic press in the United States precarious." The Syrian

)

l. Syrian Wordd, "Arabic Newspapers in America', May 1928.

g.é_....hdbhu_- SRR R
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World, a monthly magazine that appears in Englishbsays

‘on this subject: "Although the oldest Arabic language

newspaper in the United States barely exceeds the age of
thirty years, a serious discussion has now geveloped as
to whether the Syrian press haes not reached the end of its
usefulness."l A Tew of the Syrian editoo-. have tried to

me=t this dunger, by including an English cage in their

. papers, but in ezch case failed, and discarded the attempt.

A few years ago a Syrian monthly newspaper entirely in English
eppeared in Boston , but its 1ife was also & short one. In

the last few years an attempt is being made to persuade the
Syrian newspapers of New York, the four dailies, to merge

and edit one strong puper which with the decreasing number

of readers would be able to publish one peper on a wuch

more economical and efficient system, thus prolonging the

1ife of the Arebic press and meeting the needs of the re-
maining readers. But due to the factional differences of

the editors, it is doubtful whether such a consolidation will

ever tuke place.

Although the Syrian newspapers dominate the Syrian

‘literary field of America, a few magazines have been able to

keep alive, Like the nNewspapers many Syrian magazines have

come in for a short while ang gone never to appear again.

1. mid. Loe, ¢/ T
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The first magazine was a religious wonthly that was edited
U v d win
by Greek Orthodox dIChblShOg)Raph&61—¥ﬂﬁ&ﬁ&ﬂéz but it dieq

with him in 1912. Today there are six Syrian magazines

| sublished in the Uniteg States of which three are in Hew York

It is significant to note that the most widespread and im-

portant of these magazines is the Syrian-iierican Commercial

SR A

kb ey

Hagazine. But the magazine thet has been 8teadily growing
and is destined for an important place in future Syrian 1life

in this country is the Syrian World which first began to

be published in 1938 in Kew York. . The algg of this publi-
catlon is to "gserve as a forum for the discussion of existing
problems among Syrians in America .. while striving, on

the other hand, to give a judicious and adcquate presentg-

tion of conditions of life as they exist in Syria; a com~-

L o A e e

prehensive analvsis of Syrian political and economic affairs,
and of Syrians® achievements in the fields of art, science

! and literature; an #ccount of their commeroial activities ...;

all this to the end that our Syrian Amerlcan generation
j ndersTdnd

;7 will come +to Fadusberiaddy better the country of their parénts

4 and appreciate more fully their racial endowments which copn-

stitute a valuable contribution to tue country of their
) V. :
K 7birth.1 Thus the ZSyrian world is attempting tc £ill the gap

that the dying newspapers will leave, by cziering to the

coming generations. This magazine counts among its con-

1. Syrian World, "Foreword", July, 1926 (lst number)

e s i - A L b e i



tributors the most outstanding Syrians of the country, en-

gaged in every field; thus it not only benefits the readers

~ but offers an opportunity for the expression of any Syrian
talent ia this country.
Besldes these newspapers and magazines are numerous
Syrian publishers in the United States, 1oﬁated'inlﬂew York,
Boston, Lawrence, and Detroit. The majority of them-combine

- commercial printing with publishing, but the others are

supplying the demand for Arabic books, pamphlets tracts,
% > and maga21nes, some of which are even export*ﬂg to the
Arabic-speaking countries of the East. The most important

of these is the Syrian-American Press of New York which

publishes both Arabic and English.

-
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CHAPTER 1IV.

RELIGIOUS LIFE

A, BSyrian Religious Life

In 8yria religion took the place of the state in the
people’s life. With the absence of any national unity, the
religious or church bonds tended to be overemphasized and
the various sects claimed the complete loyalty of their fol-

3 lowers, But perhaps the great importance of religion in

Syrian life goes much deéper than a mere loyalty, and can

be explained only by the deeply religious mind of the Semites.

Syria is the mother of two of the great monotheistic religions .

|  of ‘the world, Christianity and Judaism, and the nurse of the

third, Mohammedanism. The country has always been a prolific

1 producer of religioué sects, which can be explained only by

§ the deep religious feeling of its inhabitants. Religion is

j an integral part of the SByriants life, and perhapslunconaciously,
dominates it.l The Syrian mind, in spite of its kéen com-
mercial bent, is peculiarly imaginative, idealistic, and mystic.

In its purest form his religion is simple and mystic, he sees

1. "The religious consciousness, everywhere and at all times ;
is ovonsciousness of the individual to God, whatever the idea of
God may be. Apart from the quality of the conception, I assert
that the idea of God is present to the common consciousness

‘in Syria and Palestine with a vividness lacking to the common
consciousness in Western Protestant lands at the present time."
J.J.Bliss, The Religions of Modern Syria and Palestine, p. 4.
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spirits and God everywhere. It is not a matter of reason, but
of conviction and utter faith which has been his greatest
contribution to humanity. And yet this mysticism has para-
doxically been successfully blended with a very practical
pursuit of life, as expressed in his business genius. So it
is .not an abject attitude but an outlook upon 1ife that is
energetic and idealistic.

Thie attitude IéL;LSyrians have carried'with ;hem
wherever they have gone. Where you find Syrians in any large
numbers who séem to be given over entirely to commercial
pursuits, there also you find a church, and if they have
not one of their own, they attend foreign chuiches. Today
in America they have their own churches and their own clergy-
men. They have transplanted to a new s0il their religious
beliefs and prejudices, their church festivities and guarrels,
little changed from what they were in the home country.

These churches, even more than their clube, societies or
periodicals, have been very influential in preserving their

identity in America.

B. Sects
Larosd
The Syrian emigration to the United States has-been
predeminately an exodus of Christians from a country where
e g
they are a minority. Religious persecution no doubt haa{
its place among the causes of the emigration of the Christian

Syrians. However, the non-Christian sects, such as the
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Moslems, the Druze and the Nusayriyyah and Metawailis have
tﬁeir representatives in the United States, though only in
aﬁall numbers,

The Syrian Christian sects are all represented in this
country, and are all well organizgd with their own churches
and clergymen. The most numerous are the Maronites, who
derive their name suppoSedly from Maron, a Syrian monk of
the fifth century who founded a monastery on the banks of
the Orontes. The Maronite Church was originally an independent
Syrian church, and it still claims to be the national church
of Syria. In Syria it is the predominate Christian sect,
and it draws its followers mostly from the Lebanon region.
Although it submitted to the Papacy in 1182 and has since
been adapting itself to Roman usage, it still uses the ancient
Syriac in its masses, its own ritual and has its own patriarch.

- To this country their pioneer missionary was Rev.

-Betrus Karkemoz who arrived in August 1891 and established

himself in New York. Before Rev. Karkemoz, between 1875 and
1889, two or three Maronite priests had come to America, but
only for a short while. Since then the Maronite Church has
steadily grown until today it has 90,000 communicants and

54 churches throughout the country, and as far west as Min-
neapolis and St. Paul. In their own churches the clergymen
are of their own race and most of them have been sent over
from Syria. When the JMaronites do not have their own churches,

they attend the Roman Cathollc churches.

|
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Of these Maronite churches 7 are in Hew York
gtate, 6 in Massachusetts, 5 in Pennsylvania, 3 in Ohio,

2 in Virginia, 2 in Missouri, 2 in Minnesota, 1 in Alabama,
1 in Georgia, 1 in Connecticut, 1 in Rhode Island and

one in West Virginia, one in Maryland; and in both Wilkes-
Barre and St. Louis have two churches each.

The Syrian Greek Orthodox in the Unitéd States number
about 85,000. This church is a part of the Eastern Orthodox
Church to which also the Russians, Greeks, Roumanians and
the Balkans belong, and which separated from the Western
Roman Church in 1054. The first Syrian Orﬁhodox clergyman
to come to Amecica was Rev. Constantine Tirezi who arrived
in 1892, authorized by the Antiochian patriarchﬁ to organize
a church. But he found the number of Greek Orthodox too
small for a church and shortly returned. Therefore up to
the year 1904 the Syrian Orthodox in America were under
the Jjurisdiction of the Russian Church of America whose
seat then was in San Francisco. During these years the
Orthodox had increasedy in New York,especiélly after the
Chipagq Exposition, and the need for a church of their own
was keenly felt. Therefore in 1895 the Syrian Orthodox
Charitable Society was organized in New York and

vehmandp; e Hawadw i _
i FLre Rapbael ¥eswewdssi who was then teaching Arabic
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[Saz xn
in the Theological Acadenmy of Kharzan, Russia, was invited

to come to New York.. X
ArLhmandrile flawsrwiny
Arehurandinife—Huwanini first set up a church

in New York, and then toured the United States three times

organizing the diocese. In 1804 he was ordained archbishop

of Brooklyn and a number of churches were established through-

out the country. But with the death of the archbishop in

1815 a dissension tock place within the church over the

question whether the church in America was under the Russian

.7{);7'}'01:/7 o™

Aot redian

or jurisdiction. Two factions resulted and two

separate archbishops were set up. This schism still exists,
except that the Russian facticn after the renunciation of
Russia of any jurisdiction over the Syrians in America de-
clared itself in 1928 an American Orthodox church with an
independent archbishop.

The total number of Syrian Orthodox churches in
the United States is 50, which are as far west as California.
This large number is due to the fact that in many.cities
there are two churches, belonging to the two factioné. These
chufches are distributed as follows: 13 in Peﬁnsylvania,
7 in Massachusetts, 5 in New York, 4 1n Ohio, 2 in Washington,
D.C., 2 in Oklahoma, 4 in Michigan, & in Mississippi, 2 in
Texas, & in Iowa, 1 in Nebraska, in Wisconsin, New Jersey,
west Virginia, Indiana, Kansas, Rhode Island, California

and Connecticut.

T O R S ke
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The Greek Catholic, or the Melchite Church as it is

sometimes called, is an offshoot of the Greek Orthodox, and
in its church organization, service, and language, it still |

retains a Greek ©Orthodox character. As a result of a dispute

with the Orthodox patriarch and due to the zealous efforts

of the Jesuits it separated from the Orthodox church in

1724 and recognized the primacy of the Pope. Like the_

| Maronites, the Greek Catholics are not Roman Catholics but |
N dmuanigr _ . . |
i) e—Hireql eastern church. However in +this country they with
the Haronites, though they still retain their own ritual ﬂ
i and clergyﬁen, recognize the Jjurisdiction of the Roman

Catholic bishops of America. - |

The first Greek GCatholic priest who wds a/se

& the first permanent Syrian priest in the United States, was

Rev. Abraham Beshawate who arrived in New York in 1890.
For a few years he conducted services in the basement of a

| Catholic church on Barclay St. until his congregation was

i

| able to purchase a church of its own on Washington St.
i The number of Greek Catholics in the United States ie
a about 10,000, and their churches total 20, which are dis-

tributed as follows: New York 4, Pennsylvania 3, Massachusettsa,

Ohio <, Wisconsin 3, and 1 in Illinois, Michigan, Connecticut,
o8

_é New Jersey, Rhode Island, Nebraska, and Colorado.

! The 8yrian Protestants in the United States do not

exceed 5,000 and they maintain only three churches in Brooklyn,
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Fall River and pPittsburgh with pastors of their own race.

In other places sugh as West Hoboken, Paterson, Jacksonville,

and Wheeling they conduct services either in hired halls or

in American church buildings. These gyrians belpng to the

Evangelical Church of Syria which is a Syrian Protestant
sect, and has no connection with any Amer ican denominations.
But there are a few Syrian protestants found in every large

community who attend American courches, as do also many

isolated families who are among!the smaller towns of the
| Upited States. While on the other hand it is known that
there are at least six gyrian pastors leading American con-

gregations of Unitarians, Presbyterians and Congregationalists.

Resides these Christian sects there are about 8000

gyrian Xoslems and about a thousand Druze in the ccﬁntry.

{ The former are mostly found in Cleveland, Detroit, Akron,

i and New York where they have their neeting places. Prof;
Hittl reports that a moeque was eetabllshed in Detroit 'in

5 1931 but for some reason it is now closed, and another

ﬁ erected in Gary, Indiana.l

The Druze in this country are led by a business man

| of St. Joseph, Mo. and a Druze young men's organization has

pranches in Cleveland, Detroit, Butte, Akron, and Norfolk;Va.
The Druze in this country according to their newspaper

), Al*ngan which is published in New York, are all men with

1. Hitti, op. cit., p. 108

e
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1 only 80 women of whom 17 are unmarried. There ig g strong

feeling against bringing their Women over "lest it should

identity,.»

R satin

o The Druze with the NusQyriyyafe in this
7 country are Iepresentativefor uysterious religioua sects
about whom very little is known, except that they are off-

] ?,shoots of Islam. The Nuszriyyalp humber about 5000 and ar
found mostly around Newcastie, Pa. where they are employed
in factories ang mines. They have an itinerant sheikh

who attends them ang other Nusqyriyyakp in Connecticut,

West Virginia, ang Indiana,

C. Present Conditions and Tendencieg

~Thu31to this new lang the Syriansg have transplanted

their churches and church loyalties which S$t111, &t least

-
»With .the olger generation, %é% Their absorbing interests. These

"The attachment to the church of onet'g birthn, says Johnson,
"is with the Syriane a matter both of religion ang deep-
rooted social tradition, n<e Every church, of whatever sect,

has affiliateq with it besides its administrative board, a

- 1. Quoted in the Syrian World, June 1937.

3. The'Interpreter, "Syrians in America’, May 1988; pP. k4
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number of societies and organizations which tend to the

varilous social needs of the congregation. In the larger

congregations there are usually found a society for the men,

@ socicty for the women, a society for the young people,

and somefimes even & burial assocciation. These Organizations
usually take care of the poor and needy, comfort the sick and
unfortunate, run bazasrs and plays, and give picnics and
dances to the younger people. A number of churches in re-
cent years are beginning to take more interest in the younger
people as is evidenced from the increase of Sunday Schools,
parochial schools, church athietics, and young peoplels
societies. The Sunday School is an acquired institution
from the Americans. The parochial schools are usually more
to perpetuate the Arabic language thén purely for religious
téaching. These schools are most prevalent among the Greek
Orthodox, are only part time after the sessions of the public
schoole, and headed either by the clergymdn or a layman.
What little Arabic is known by the Syrian younger recple. in
this country owes itself to the efforts of the churches.
Thus as a social force that has kept the Syrians in close
céntact with each other and protected them from inundation
and beﬁilderment in their new environment the Syrian churches
have been a potent factor.

While the older generation of Syrian has been kept

within the folds of their native churches, the tendency of_the
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younger people, tihe men and women of tomorrow, to drift away
has caused much thought and consternation. Up %o recent

years the Syrian churches have been churchea for the older
people, whose fidelity due to theilr earlier environment and
upbringing has been uwngyuestioned. But their sons and daughters
have been growing up in a different environment, under con-
ditions that are not conducive to strong church atitachments.
The majority can understand neither the lanpguage nor the
symbolism of their parents' churches, due to the neglect of
the churches in the earlier period to educate them. To the
Americanized young Syrian the attraction of the American
churches, especially the Protestﬁnt which have always been
ready to receive them, has been very strong, and a large
percentage of Syrian young people today atiend either Protes-
tant or Catholic churches while their parents still go to

the Syrian churches. In one church alone, an important
Protestant Episcopal Church of Boston, according to Profeasof
Cole, about one-third of ite Sunday School studente are Syriaﬁ
children. It has been predicted by many that within the next

generation the native Syrian churches will have disappeared, the

'Maronites and Greek Catholics being absorbed by the Roman

Catholic Church, the Greek Orthodox by the Protestant Episcopal
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Church, and the Syrian Protestante by the various American
denominations.l
However, the Syrian churches have already taken BtepB/
to prevent such a dissolution. ¥e have seen how a movement to
organize young pveople's scocieties, clubs and sports has been
started. The futility of attempting to perpetuate Arabic among
the children has been recogniued, and'attempts are.now being
made to introduce English iato the church services. Already
the Independent QOrthodox Church has translated the whole
1itu;gy into English, and its use in Syrian churches is stead-
Lily increasing. A movement has also been started, especially
in the Orthodox Church where it is most nceded, to raise the
educational qﬁality of the clergyman, and insisting that they
know English as well as Arabic. The preservation of these Syrian

churches, which with their picturesque rituals, and mystic

plety would be a contribution to American life, will depend

> on the degree of interest with which they take in the growing

present genexration.

1. ®If the process of evolution takes its natural course,
the Maronite and Greek Catnolic children will, in due time,
become American (Catholics, the Greek Orthodcx children will
be identified with the Protestant Episcopalians, and the
Protestant children will affiliate themselves with the
Presbyterians, Methodists or other evangelical communities.t
Hitti, op. cit. p. 11S.
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CHAPTER V.,

THE SYRIANS IN AMERICAN LIFE

A. Education

Twenty~five or thirty years ago the majority of
Syrians in this country were peddlers, travelling from place
to place without any fixed habitation or any family, and
living scantily. Most of them, as the immigration reports
show, were illiterate and came from the poorer classes of
Syria.l But they came from the hardiest, and most ambitious
.class of Syrians, women as well as men who dared enter a
new country. ‘Though unlettered and sometimes unwanted, they
persisted, bore and suffered hardships, loneliness and even
intolerance, to carve out finally for themselves ang their
successors a place in the community. They were men and women

who were self-dependent and who believed in work as a virtue.
o weldin

?Thelr early years in America was an—upending process; those

¥

who failed returned home, as did those who were satisfied with
only a little; while those who were hardier and more ambitioug
remained, labored, and succeeded. These are the fathers and

mothers of our present generation of Syrians. It is fitting

1. ¢f. supra, p.9 7

e
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that a statue of an early Syrian peddler, bending under a

7 heavy “Keshay" but face turned up looking shead into the

future, symbolizing the spirit of the Syrian immigraﬁts, be
erected.

Our Syrian business men, merchants and traders,
today are mostly men'of the first generation of immigrants
in this country. They.have been preoccupied with attaining
independence, and & place, in most cases not for themselves
but for their chiddren. The statement of Dr. Leary in regard
to the Syrians in Egypt may be paraphrased to apply to the
Syrians in the United States: "The son of any peddler may
for all we know, become a high official, a wealthy merchant,
a poel or a pastor of an American church. Your linen provider

may be the proud father of a boy wﬁoee learned works in

- the choicest English you hope some time to Tead, or whose

surgical skill may be called upon to carry you through a
critical operation.“1 The Syrian immigrant has established
himself, and he has for the last fifteen years been sending
his children to schools so that their latent abilities in all
fields may be stimuléted; and today we have cropping the
Syrians who will add to the commercial contribﬁtions of

their fathers and cousins, a cultural and intellectual en-

richment of American life. The Syrians have an educational

—
l. L. G. Leary, Syria the Land of Lebanon, p. 281
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thirst, for which to satisfy they would sacrifice everything.
It is true that about half of the immigrante who entered
this country were illiterate. But it was through no fault
of theirs; schools in those days were rather the exception
than the rule. The only schools in Syria at the time of the
emigration were foreign missionary schools. To these the
Syrians did not hesitate to send their children in spite of
their strong'?gcx”” e In the villages where only one
sect maintained a schoo%)the people of the other sects
allowed their children to attend thew. For example Abraham
éﬁgﬁﬁ%gy who was born a Greek Orthodox was sent to a Proteg-
tant school in one village, and to a Maroniﬁe school in
another. Almost all the Syrian Protestants were first

A mpevich s o
children of other sects who were sent to the arca-es English
mission schools tQ be educated. . :

In this country during the early years of their im-
migration the percentage of school children was rather low
due to their poverty and the unsettled character of their
sojourgﬁ. But in recent years, as the Reports of the Immi-
gration Commission show, a high percentage of Syrian children
are now attending the public schools.l Until « bout ten
years ago the number of Syrian young people attending college

was Quite low, the majority being satisfied with a primary

1. Vols. I, p. 763 and II, pp. 140-45.
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or secondary education. But since then the percentage of

students attending college and universities has been steadily

ingreasing until today there is not a Syrian community that

has not ite college and university students. They are found

attending colleges and universities in all parte of the
United States and engaged in all fields of study. It is
known that at least two hundred of”them are attending in-
stitutions in and around Boston. Boston University alone

bos about fifty of them while Harvard last year claimed

~> about ten. An article in the Syrian wiorld of February 1928

stated that there are about ten Syrians enrolled in phe
University of Oklahoma attending its various deparqﬁénts.
The Syrians attending the €fniversities of Hew Yorkﬁcity
are kxnown to reach a high figure, although the exact num-
ber is not known. In Lowell, Massachusette, where there
are about twenty-five young men ten of them are atiending
colleges and universities. So many are now enrolled in
institutions of higher learning that in some of the larger
cities they have formed student societies‘such as the

Capavaneers and the Educational Society of lew York, and

- the Caravaneers of Boston. In recent yecars large numbers

of doctors, lawyers, engineers, chemists and teachers have
graduated and are working everywhere in the United States.

On the other hand, the higher education of Syrian
girls has been badly neglected, due to the survival of an

old world prejudice against liberally educating girls. The

T o

T
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majority of girls today are sent Only through high school

after which they go to work, or stry at home. To the

'i majority of Syrians the oniy use they have for a college

| education is merely as a stepping stone to some profession
and since only boys are expected to enter professional life

girls have been denied higher education. But within the lasﬁ

few years a strong movement has been started in favor of

educating girls and already some beginning has been made.

In New York today there is a large number of gchool teachers,

nursee, and even a physician and & 1amyer In New York
8 2
and Boeton, and in the Middle Vestaare beginning to enroll

in colleges and universities, and thelr number doubtlessly
will steadily increase. A great increase has been noticed
in the women membership of the 8yrian educational societies

of New York and Boston, which indicate a langer college

enrollment of Syrian young wWOmen.

i B. Political Life

The Syrian people as yet have taken little part in
American politics, and the number of those directly con-

nected with the government is small. The reasons for this

are wité opbvious. The Syrians emigrated from a country
whese such things as representative government, demqcracy,
voting, and party politlics were not a part of the people's

1ife. Then since their coming to this country the mass of
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Syrians have been concerned with making a living and ;

i establishing thEmselves in theif ﬁew homes. Now that they

are settled thelir leaders are turning not to politios but

| ¢

. to intellectual and cultural pu:guits. It must be remembered §¢

J that the Syrian is not by nature politically minded, but I

has devoted his energy and talents to comasrce, art, lit- j

erature, philosophy and religilon, leaving the reins of gov- |
ernment in other hands.

Nevertheless the residence of forty years in the

United Ztates is beglnning to have its effect upon the 2
Syedmms. From a passive attitude towards government there 1

arée individuals and groups among them that are beginning to

take an active lnterest in the rolitical issuee of the day.

|
| Every so often the 8yrian Werld and the Byrian newspapers - (1
Teport the activity of this Syrian, or that group'in
politics; & Syrian doctor in Oklahoma sent as that statels
delegate to the Socialist National Convéantion in New York;
& Syrian resident of a New dersey town elected councilman;
_;1 : A pfooin Ved ; _
1> & S8yrian lawyer ia a Texas city e—femiliar city attornex{,

and the nominations of Syrians here and there in the United

States for state and national legislators.

The Syrian voters are everywhere increasing since
the rise of the present generation and the number of nat-

uralized citizens]which was formerly lcwlhaa been eteadily

!
i
!
1
?




rising. An example of this inorease in the number of
naturalized Syriansg may be seen in New York where the per-
centage of naturalized immigrants is usually less than

in the interior of ﬁhe country. In 1910 the Reports. of thé
Industriai Commission stated that there Were no more than 300
fully naturalized Syrians in New York,l while in 1919 the
Syrian~Americen 0lub in New York, Prafe Hit¥izwritoes i
“filled out 485 applications for firet, and 112 for‘second,
papers."a Everywhere in the country there ig g movement,

led by the various fyrian-American clubs and societies,

to increase the number of naturalized Syrians, and to get

the 8yrian voters directly interested in the political affairs
lof the nation. Almost €vory one of these social and ed-
ucational societies ig intended not only to unite the Syrians
in the various communities but also to bring them into

closer contact with American 1ife which includes interest

in the gmerican government. Thus a few yeare ago the Syrian~

;7Ameriéan Cenfraternity was organized in Grand Rapid% Michigan

for the purpose, among others, of inculcating and itmpressing
"the decctrines of Americanism upon , and of making beﬁter
citizeng of, the Syrian people.® ‘These oiubs while not
affiliating themselves with any political parties, during

political campaigns invite party men to political meetings

1. Fewlar, "Report on the gyrianas® . pp. 442-48.
2. op. cit. p. 100.

)
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which are called to inform the Syriang of‘the issues,
Candidates of all pgrties in'many'oitiea where these clubsg
are looafed see thelr usefulness and eagerly seekrtheﬁ,
and at {he same time politically educate the voting Syrians.
7 The Syrians in this country perhaps moatly vote the Republican
ticket asg belngi tue business man'sg tlsket” The Democratic
Party on the other nand has always been wopular with the
Catholios and Haronites, and in 1928 many other Syrians were
won over. This change has been attributed by many to the
feeling that Alfred Smith in the last campeign was being
Teligiously persecuted, Cue of 316 main causes of the yriau
suwlgration was thig r eligious prSBbutiun by the Turks », 80
it 1s Quite natural for tuem to be prbguhlceu aga*nst anybody
SWho appears intole rant, Al-Huelsa, ihe gading ﬁy;ianf
lewspapery in &n editorial October 20, 1938, declared itself

“for the Democr ratic Party ... to upuold the bonstltutlon of

i Juitea 8tates wiich recognizes no atata religion.#

1 > leewisefYAsh—Shaaby- Octover %y AUBE, wrdte "Tﬂé Republlican
WW

Party denies that it is opposi Lng . ﬂov&rnor SMlbh on- re;ig!OUs
grounds but anyone following the trend of political evénts
in tue American pPrese can readiiy pbrO@lVL that many Hepub-
lican leaders are;seeklng to mukﬁ the most Oapltﬁl out Qf a
religious issue. In uhab sdme year & Byrian uemauratxc
Naticaal Committee and g PSmith for President" club wer®¥
formed in New York doing much to win many S#rians over tO\

the Democratlc Party. .
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In the Middle West, especially in Oklahoma, there
seem'éo be & number of Socialists as is evident from the
prominence of one of them in the Socialist Party of that
state. In the northern states of Iowa, Dakotas, and Nebr&ska
the Syrian farmers have identified themselves with the
agrarian mdvements of that section, and in 1913 the Socialist
representatlve in the North Dakota leglislature was & prominent
Syrian physician But in recent years with the decline of :
these pOpuList and agr&rian parties, the Syrlan in these

prairie states have. affiliated themselves with other parties.

g. Cultural Development

‘mhe effects of the Syrian emigration has two phases
the first which dominates the first perilod of thelr settle=
ment in America up to about 1810, and the second phase that
wblch is evident at the present time and which will become
much more important in coming years. The first contact of
the Syrians with the western world as immigrants to America

brought to their atteatioa the progress of tne Europeans which

they undertoock %o impart to the Easterners that thﬁyﬂmight
improve their lot. The second phase appears with the ﬁa&m&-ﬁ
nent gsettlenent and B&t&bllShMBnt of the Syrians in America,
‘the diverting of their attention from the old world ta ‘the

new, and their beginning 10 translate the Eastern culture,




T S RE L s

and spirit for their adopted countrymen. While the

East has been in a stupor during the last five centuries,

the West has baenrgoing on, progressing in science, econdmics,

and government; it has progressed enormously in comforting

men physically. For almost five centuries 8yria had been

cut off from this progress of Europe, and it was only with

toe emigration of its sons in the second half of the 19th
céntury that it came in contact with it. After 1860 the
Syrians began emigrating to Egypt which was then the Eastern
outpost of Western culture, and there the Syrians realized
the treméndous strides that the West had made. This western
civilization and progress they undertook to disseminate
over the East through the medium of the newspapers, magaw'
zines and books that they publiahed.l

But the real work of these Egyptian Syrians was
the regeneration of Arabic literature stimulated by their
constant contact with the French literature as imported
Qy the Syrian scholars who had studiéd in Buropean uni-
versities. S0 it was not until their immigration to Ameriéa

that the political, economic, and social unrest of Syria

*becane pronounced; Although the wvast majority of 8yrian

lmmigrants were uneducated, there were a few educated and

] enlightened Syrians in this country, concentrated in New

1. ¢f. . Gibb, Arabic Literasture, pp. 117 f£.
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Yerx who had & trcmendous 1nfluence upon Syrian &ff&irb. These

men were writers, edltors business men, and offlcials

1?who were driven out of Egypt by the Ardbaﬁ Rebellion of 1883,

and SYTl&n aglitators and reformers who were exiled from

;7 :gyﬁia by the Turkish Government. Forming an intellectual and

literati group in New York there they undertook to enlighten
L e

their countrymen back in Syria through the New York Syrian
NEWSPAPETs. They attacked the evlls of the Turkish Govern=-
ment, the b&ckwaﬁdness of their own people, and ﬁrged the
Syrians to demand reforms. By means of the written word
they disseminated first-hand knowledge of western 1ife

institutions, and government. H. A. R.(?lbb in his Arabic

Literature says that "A very important part in the dis-
gemination of Western zdeas has been and still is played

by the talented group of Syro-american writers. "y But
since the World War a new set of Syrian thinkers and writers
has arisen in America whose interest is to inté;ﬁ?a%

Eastern culture, 1iterature and art to the Hew World. They
are mostly men of the newer generation who though born

in Syria came to this country Quise young and havm been edu~

cated in America. Thus they are products of two oiv1llaations

which they believe are neither geparate nor Oprsed, "but

1. Ibid, p. 119
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but complimentary to each other. In American life these men
see much that is admiraéble, but their Eastern cultural and
mystialinheritance finds a spiritual and oultural void in
Amerloca. Thls feeling Ameen Rihani, one of their ouﬁst&nding
writers and thinkers expresses as follows; "After ten years
in America I found nyself admiring the vigour of the American
people and their freedom in thought, word, and action, but
sfraid of the effect of their orusade of materislism.®
These Syrian Americans, like many others, see American life
as one-sided, over-emphasizing the material, and it is their
ambition that the Syrians contribute fronm fheir cultural
wealth to help make it more balanced. They have faith in a
gégyew American culture, which is today in its formative
stage and to which the Syrian$in America can contribute "by
adhering, in principle and ﬁractice, to what is of abiding
worth in their heritage and thus'énoour&ge ﬁﬁe talented among
them to contribute to the art and culture of the country of
their adoptiong.aﬂl

It is the fostering, stimulating, and interpreting
of this heritage that constitutes the work of the Syrian
writers, artists and thinkers of America. For the last ten

years these leaders have been laboring to bring to the at-

tention of the rising Syrian-Americans the richness of their

1. Ribani, Syrisn World, "Syrlans in American Art" Nov. 1930.
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heritage and the duty %o develop their talents to contribute

to the life of their country. They have already made a be-.

ginning and are leading the way. By means of their poetry,

prose, urt and msic, adopting Western mediums of eXpression,

they are bringing to the attention of the American people
the spiri{ and wealth of Rastern culture and art. Their
productions embody the Tastern spirit expressed through

Western mediums, and thus a harmonious blending of the two.

But besides their own original creations they have studiously

undertaken to translate QOriental poetry, prose, philosophy

ang re

ligion into English to make it available for estudy by

NE.

|

!

| :
;/ﬁfl’é?’l
4

|

only the leading figures can be mentioned. It must be re-

Cf the Syrian Americans who constitute this movement

membered that thie cultural. and intellectual movement of the

§ Syrians really ouly begean expreasin;_;;;;I;&in the last ten
| ‘

-1

vears and has been recognized only by a few. But in late

years it has been recelving more attention and with the Tige

of the present generation is destined for grecter achievement.
Perhiaps the best known 8yrlan writer today in 7

America is ﬁméen Rihani. His works on Arabia have received

not only American but world-wide recognition. He is also & con-

;;y'tributOI.to & number bf periodicals, eSpepially the éﬁi?’ and

| 8 lecturer in great demand in all rarts of the country. His

has been the role te disseminate knowledge of the world in

R N IR VR e N S
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which he was boran, and among a people who know iittle of the
: actual 1ife and spirit of the East. But besides being a

travel»wxltef he has produced inspirational woriks in poetry

anud, prusc whlch lnterpret the true soul and mind of the East.
P%&hll1 Gib¥dn rose to prominence in American letters
when the publication 1in 1934 of his "The Madman" crested a

Literary sensation. Following this came "Pne Foreman",

"Fae Prophet?, and "Jesus the Man', all of which have been
translated into almost every civilized language of the world.
His works in poetic prose are rervaded with a mysﬁicism

and a subtlety of thought that make him unigue among American
writers. Not only is he a poet and writer butg also an artié%
of distinction, whos e works according to Rodau vear the stamp

Bercovie
of genius. Of his art, Bdadwred sald: "His works have a

quality so much theilr own one can neither compare nor clasgify
3 : . TATYs

; ?,them, They are so subtle and pervading as the i 25 per-
funes, religious oriental rerfumes. The colors are sc deli-
cately shaded they are but suggestions of hues. And yet it

is vigorous of its own vigor and strong of its strength.“l
Besides his literary and artietic works, Gib%ﬁn ig editing

5 & Syrian magszine Al Fan@on (The arts) which serves as the

C R e S e R O R R

Bercovic 4
Xl B 4 3 "Around New York; In the Syrian Quarter®
Century, (July, 1964) Ly 354,
m :
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medium of expresszion for the Syrian-american literati.
In the scholastic field the Byrians are today led by
Prof. Philip Hitti who formerly was & lecturer at Golﬁhbia
and today holds a proféssornhip of Oriental lUistory at Princeton.
He 1is a mewber of the American Orlental Society and the
American Hlgtorical Soclety and enjoys a high distinction as
an QOriental historian; In fthe lasﬁ few years he ﬁas been
turning out distiuctive works on Eastern history,'and whidh
%5;7 have gilven him a high place in our group In art there are
dr. Ficholas Hacsoud whose canvases and miniatures are the
> prize of coﬁ%isseurs; E. J. Halow who "in his mysticism and
symbolism as well as in the depth and texture of his colora,..
is making a distinct contribution to american art."! Likewise
2> in the musical world are a few ofthe IJyrian-Americans
attaining recognition. Alexander Ualoof is today writing
mesie and songs which are known in many American homes, ahd
nisg national anthem "For Thee America' has been officially

adopted by the New York and other Boards of mducation.
P ¥

ek i s

Thirteen years ago Anis Fuleihan made his first appearance
E in the Town Hall,and his piano renditions of Bach and Liszt

nave been described as nossessling "the subtlety and ferwvor of

an Oriental esthete as well as the skilll and powsr of an

1. Rihani, op. cit.

i
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oocidental technician." And then the singing of Madhut

S8arbiji who has been coupled with Caruso, and Fedora Corban

who is fast atitalning national recognition as a 50pranc

coloratura are showing the Americans what can be achieved by

LN il Sl o 2

the blending of Oriental and Western music. The artistic
and literary works of these Syrian-Americans are evidences
of the Syrian power of assimilative and cresative expression.
In thelr hands the yestern forms are made to vield to the

Orientalism of thelr spirit. 9Their sense of beauty is a

deeply mystloal eppreciation of art, in physical and meterial
Leauty Lhey see the expresnion of man's guest for spirituality.
This injectlon of mystlclism into American material achieve-

ments 1s test seen in Habib Katibah's description of the

few York skyscrapers. Looking at the skyscrapers, this

Syrian-american writer suggeste:

i : "Gould it be posgsible ... that these buildings are

symbols of & material civilization as some claeim? le& there

not in the subdued beauty of these towers, bathed in the soft

light of electricity, something of the religious, of the

Bpiritual, yea, even of the mystical that characterizes the

; ; sk Bk i Tl 5 L e 1
<f§§;53goaa5‘of India, or the cathedrals of France and Italy?#™

1 Habib I. Katibah “Pagodas and Skyscrapers", Syrian World,
Aug. 1936. &l
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CHAPTER VI

ASSIMILATION

A. Americanization

Kherbawi, in writing of the condition of the Syrian
-7 immigrants, had this to say about them:;"As to habits and
family 1ife, some have become thoroughly Americénized, and
some have chosen from American life and Syrian customs
what are believed to be the best, while others have preserved
—the old in every respect.” This was in 1813, but whitek is
the condition today? The three types still remain, but with:

the increase in the proportions of the first two classes;

and if we mean by Americanization the adoption in a wholesale

e it e i)

manner of the language, customs, and ideals of the Americans
it may be said that the number of Americanized Syrians has

; increased greatly since 191_3° The total Syrian population

| of the Unlted States is comparatively an insignificant . i
nymber, and'it is inevitable that it will be almost completely

% absorbed within a century by the American population,

As a people they arg, highly adaptive as their long

history of migrations shows., - By inheritance and instinet g j

? they are a commercial people and thus cosmopolitan. Since

3 1. Kherbawl, op. cit., p. 793,
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they have always been a subject people, until after the

War, they have no Syrian political or nationalistic ideals,

and therefore can accent the political ideals of whatever
bountry they gettle in. And their tendency to give up,
quite readily, their own language, customs and even culturg
for those of their adopted country has greatly alarmed i
> fhe Syrian American literati, Profeésor'ﬁillér in study-
fing the Syrians of Hew York came to the conclusion that:
“The tendency of the Syrisn is to learn English and to neglect
Arabic, This means that he will become less and less Syrian
and more and more Ameiican ag the generafione_gn by. It is
remarkable how visible this process is already, in_viéw'of
the fact that the oldest American~born Syrian children are
—/—- less than twenty years of age."1 . N A..'Mékérzei,ﬁgd;cor
‘} of é}égggg, came to the.same conciusion about the Syrians
in other parts of the country: "In all of the cities I
visited during my travels in the United States I made special
efforts to in@uire about our younger generation. I must con-
fess that I was seized with grief ﬁpqn being told that not
only is our younger generation ignorant of Arabic ﬁut that it
has a decided apathy to it;;*—“hThe educating of the Syrian
children in the American public schools and the lack of Syrian

schools are causing a marked decline of the Arabilc language

1. Miller, op. eit., D. 35,
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_among the Syrians, to an extent that the Arabic newspapers
in this country are forced to take a pessimistic attitude

for the future.lf

A factor that 1s hastening this process of assimila—f
tion is the fdct that the Syrians are widely and aparsely |
diatributed over the United States so that 1n many cases
isolated individual families are found in towns cut off 1
; from all contact with other Syrians. Under such conditions
4 although the parents may tenaciously hold on to their
; native language and customs, the children born and growing
in a purely American environment are bound to lé%e the
outward forms of their Syrian heritage. Iloreover, the Syrian
% population in America is no longer being replenished by
; ﬁew immigrants as in the early days. Since the enforcement
Bf the immigration restrictions the influx of Syrians hag

been greatly diminished, so that today their guota is only
1

klEO a year. And now the Syrian emigration is being diverted
to South America. Thus we have a younger generation growing
1 £as7> T |

A p that is 1osing contact with things Syrian, due to

their wide and sparse distribution, to the restriction of

EF T Ar e

the immigration of new Syrians, and their education in
) Amerlcan schools. The most logical conclusion is that

within a few decades the majority of Syrians will have lost

2 1. ©f. supra, plg,/ﬂf%




their identity.except for their swarthy cnmpléxion and

their outlandish namea.l

i e T e R

% 'B. The New School

This tendency of the younger generation to adopt
1 everything American at the sacrifice of their Syrian heritage
i has caused unrest among the older people, especially in the

East. Thus we have the movement of Syrian societies and

e L T
e S e

Ul ol

clubs, especially advocated for the young people of Syrian

element, in order that Syrian ideals and culture may be
preserved. The movement is led by the Syrian-American

_ ;;>1iterati of New York, Bostgn, and Detroit, mostly men who
| e

1 were not born in America but immigrated as boys and young

men. Their propaganda is not that Americanization be

hampered but that there is something in the Syrian heritage
that is worth preserﬁing. They ask that certain cultural A
ideals and traits which are the products of thdusands of i
years of cultural development be retained by the Syrians j?

u in the United States. These men believe that an American 'f

i culture is in the process of formation, a culture which is
destined to be universal in its appeal and to which the

: Syrians can contribute. Taking art as a phase of this

1. But even the complexion and neme will not identify Syrian
1| descent, for many of the Syrians have fair complexion, and

4§ already many have so Anglieized their names that their Syrian
| origin is not recognizable. Examples of this anglicizing

| of Syrian names are: Ellis for Ilyas; Corey for Khaury;

| Howard for 'Awad; Corban for Kurban; Hanna for Hunnah;

Campbell for/&aﬁil; and Scoff frgm Skoff.
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’ QJ'/}‘*‘”
! 7American culture,Ak{“‘f i says, "A national art, no

!
? matter how distinet in vigor and manner, is seldom free
|

from foreign influences; and when these develop in harmony

with native elements, it begins to have a universal appesl -—-—- i

With an Oriental heritage of no mere significance - a heritage ‘

R

that is neither too racial nor too exotic - they [‘the Syrian
artists_] are destined to a place of eminence in the American
art of the future.“1 This Syrian American group, which is

steadily enlarging its audience of young Syrians, believes

that those Syrians who adhere "in principle and practice, to

ek VR I e it -1

what is of abiding worth in that heritage and thus encourage

the talented among them" are better Americans than those who

1 entirely discard their heritage under the impression that f
| they are being Americanized. These Syrianists say to the young i
L7%g§§gk“ﬁost wemen certainly adopt the worfhy ideals of the
2 Americans, but remember that you also have worthy ideals
which you can contribute to the life of your adopted country. "

No doubt in the face of the strong absorbing forces of
American life,.only a small minority of the young Syrians
vZWill be converted to this school, but it is considere%{'even threeugh
this minority, if it conscientiously carries out its program,
the Syrian debl to America will be paid. The character of this

Syrian heritage which may be contributed to American life

o

——innlD

ji 1. "Syrians in American Art", §. World, Nov. 1930.
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s can not better be symbolically expressed than in this sug-
1 /;gestion of Abraham Riﬁhbany:

"There ought to be in every American community a

e e i T )

building or a temple reared and dedicated %o humanltarian

1 culture. It should be whenever possible a marble palace of L

great beauty and sublimity fit to represent a nation's . ?j
j cultural, civic, and philanthropic ideals: a temple %o ) y

which the citizens, regardless of party or creed, should

come at short and stated intervals, not for the purpose of

% listening to the "ticker" of the stock exchange, nor to

read the market quotations, nor to discuss foreign credits 1
!
{

but to commune with the great poets and romancers of all

siza it o 35 i

g the ages, to receive the inspiration of art and musio, to

discuss civic interests which have no bearing on party

T

politics, but are human concerns, to discover the spiritual R
1

4 s8lde of citizenship « - -_*
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