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At St. George and St. Nicholas' Annual
Dinner in Bridgeport

port parish, for exemple, donated $100 for the latter in
1959,

By participating in the inter-Orthodox church organiza-
tions, they help keep active the cultural and soctal traditions
of the Syrian people while st the seme time they promote a

greater understanding of all religloun groups, -
[
Rev. Fr, Victor F. George is the The Sociology Colloquium from the
spiritual leader for the congregation University of Bridgeportw
of St. Nicholas' Syrian Orthodex Church,
Michael Terek, George Nimer, Vito Rallo,
Father George K. George, Father Victor
. George, John D. Zamary, John Nassra
Frank Fornl, George N. Macol, Francis
Showah.
]
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Mrs. Francis Hanna, Mrs. J.D. Zamary,
Mra, George N. Macol, Nicholas Macol,
Mra,. Frieda Mosessian, Miss Cecile
mmtmn. Miss Mary Gramesty, Mr., William
Hawie,
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS

i e
- SYRIAN ORTHODOX YOQUTH
CHURCH MENS SOCIETY ORGANIZATION
MNQMWMMWMHMMHMWWNM.MMMMMWMwWWMrMMm.n.w Joan Betar, (Secretary); William O. Sam,
victor F mwmumo.. “Johno M. Macol ! ‘ - (President); Father Victor F. George;
- - 1
(Secretary); Toofic J. Hanna,(First A view of the interlor of St. Nicholas* Mmu.ﬁ C. Zom._ws. n<wnmvm.u.nmwnm=nu. Mary
President of Organization). Syrian Orthodox Church. rame sty , reasurer).
The 11:00 o*clock Divine
Liturgy (Mass)
St. George Syrian Orthodox Church
Danbury, Connecticut
]
BOARD OF TRUSIEES
LADIES AUX., SOCIETY i

1lst Row:

John Nassra} John G. Betar, (President); Karem M. Fletcher, (Vice President);

Father Victor F. George; Francis J. . Father Victor ¥. George?! Dolores M. Terek,

Showah,(Vice President); John D. Zamary. (President); Helen C. Mezias, (Recording .
secretary)s Olga H, Macol, (Treasuréer).

Mary S. Betar, (Corresponding secretary);

2nd Row:

George A. Terek} George D, Shamiss,
(Secretary); Michael A. Terek} George

M. Showsh, (Treasurer); William A, Hawle}
John G. Mike] George N. Macol.

The Lebanese~Syrian Community
participates in Bridgeport's
annugl P.T. Barnum Festival.

Mr. Sahied (Sidney) Karam
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ACCULTURATION

The Syrlan peopls due to their sventful history and the
more or less impassable berrlers in their native environment
have tenged toward clannishness and factionallsm, which Hittl
calls "the moat pronounced featurs of the Syrian aﬂnu-n«ou-.Hm
This in-group feeling has promoted the intengification of

family consclousness,

It ia rfor this resson that several aspects of the Syrian >

eulture have been maintained and kept alive in this eountry,
This is sspecially true of the close family tles so character-
istlie of ocur Syrien neighbors,

Although the basic characteristios of the Syrlan culture
are 8still intect, they have been greatly modifisd by the ne-
cesslty of adapting to a new country with e different dominant
culture pattern, To illugtrate this readjustment we have

chosen to examine the role of women, with apecial emphasis

on the similarities snd diTferences between a woman's role in
13

Syria and her role in the United States,

Ths following information on the womsan's role in Syrian ?

12, Hittl, Philip K, The Syrisns in Americs, New York: George
H. Doren Co., 192k, p. 2h..

13, Pesrsonal interviews with: Mrs, Ann Beter (president of the
Counci)l of Eastern Orthodox Ghurches) 508 .Rocton Ave,, Brldge-
port, Connecticut; Mias Preida Taral, 355 Anson 3trest,
Bridgeport, Connecticut; Mr, Franois Showsh, 816 Riverton
Tarrace, Stratford, Connecticut.

goclety today, refers only to & partlculer ares in Syrie called
Sousidie, However, it also gives a pileture of the life of the
women 8ll through Syria.

The Syrisn woman lacks politieal rights and her sccial
1ife is 1limited to viasits et relstives’ end frienda' houses,
She does not belong to sny clubas or orgenizations, Simllsrly,
shs possesses & limited education with the only exceptlon of a
few primary school teschers, The lack of education and seclal
11fs 1imits the Syrisn woman's world to her own home,

The sare of her house takes most of her time due to the
faot that with few exceptions mest homes lack the modern house-
hold sonveniences. TUnder theas condltlons she not only cleans
the house but also makes all the linen (tablecloths, towels,
sheets, bedclothes, rugs) herself, In preparing the meals, she
usually ¥meads the bread, dresses the poultry, and plcks the
vogetables from her own gerden. The sbove responsibilities oc-
cupy most of her time during the day leaving her but a couple
of hours to go out and help her husband or father with the
cultivation of silkworms, Her day gotivities and when those
of the evening begin, It 1s usually during the svening that
women sit together to knit, sew and embroider, Ummarried girls
under the nﬁmowqpnwos of older women make thelr own clothes
an well as the linem for their troussesu. They also make ar-

tistiec pleces of embroidery for sale,



Marrisge 18 ususlly arranged by the parents of the girl
singe she does not have thes opportunity to meet men heraselfl,
The husband is usallly s distant relatlve of his wife and is,
as a rule, eight to fifteen yeara older than she.

The dress of the Syrlan woman Houdouoa«w her religion as
well as her social snd marital status, It is simple and long
for everyday use and fancier for holldsy end other speclal oe-

casions, The outfit is completed with a scarf which covers

B e o

the head and sometimes the face lsaving only a spece for her
eyes, Though there are modern clothes for women 1n the big

ecities of Syris, thelr use ia limited,

The difficulties with the English lenguage, the common
background, as well as the new living conditions faced by the
Syrian women in Bridgeport determived thelr organlzation aa
a.club twenty four yeara ago (1937). Their home 1is no longer
thelr only cccupation since many work outside to sontribute
finsncial help to their family.

Bealde the scoulsition of political rights as cltizens
of the United States, they alsc have acquired n‘upmv°u edu-
cetionsl =status, The first Syrisn women in Bridgeport with
a ooHHomo,umwuoa.zma% Mike Shawah, 18 today thirty one yeara i
of sge. There are also Syrian grede teachers in the Bridge-
port Sechools,
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Tha Womén'a Club existed long before the Syrian Orthodox
Church was built (1957). At that time the mctivities of the
Club were msinly =ocial functiona (dinners, dences, bazaara).
Leter thess social functions provlided the 1ncome to supplement
the needs of the Syrian community in Bridgeport. Cne of these
was that of building thelr own church, The contribution of
the Women's Club to thet project was tremendous, Besides their
finencisl contribution, they offered thelr services in office
work spd 1n the fund raising campalgnm,

When the curch wes completed the Woman's Club changed its
nems to the Wemsn's Auxilisry. Among the sctivitiea of the
Auxiliary sre: sn annual Bazasr selling ltems made by the mem-
bera, dinners, dances and goclal wellare activities, They alsc
prepare &ll the food not only for their own affeirs but for all
of the Syrisn comwunity affairs, Besides the sbove mentioned
sctivities thelr program includes social functions end enter-
tainment exclusively for members.

Todey the Women's Auxiliery hes spproximetely sixty members
renging frow eighteen to eighty years of age, and meets regu~
larly once a month, Outside their club Syrian women participate
in other commmity dctivities such ma church choir, Sunday School
teaching, snd the Parents Teachers Association,

As members of the Syrian Orthodox Community of Bridgeport,
Syrian women belong to the Counell of the Eastern Orthodox Chur-

ches, This year the president of the Council 1s Ann Betar.
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Cultural Changes in the Church

A Syrlsn is born to his religion, Just as sn Amerlcan is

born to his netionallity. In fact, his church takes the place

L

of the stete for him", uououuu,mpﬂwp.u This statement makes
avident how atrong 18 the Church's Influence on the. Syrian |
people, It is the nuelsus arcund which all religlous- and so-
eiel funotions are petterned and sa such 1s the most dominant
force In the 1life of Syrlsn-Americans.
The great majority of Syrisns in the Grester Bridgeport '
Area, belong to the Esstern Orthodox Church of thelr enceators,
and in thias way maintein their most Important tie; however the
Syriens Orthodox Church hes witnessed many modiflications in

keeping with its soz.Hca»Ha.Hm

Following, are some of the im-
portant changss,

The Arablc language 13 being supplented more and more by
the use of English in the Church services. Altheugh the basic
aymbolisms in the sacraments remain unaltered the ritusl has been
sharply abbravisted, The older way of oollscting Church: duss
has been rerplased by & systematic program of pledges. All
modern office equipment 18 utilized and the meeting rooms, v
halls snd church structure itself 1s more elaborately erected.

Ths participation of Laymen in the nﬁdmns service in the choral '
regponse is more widely precticed.

In Syrla, all clergymen must be robed and are required to-

1j. Hittl, Philip K. The Syrisns in America, New Y.
H. Doran Co,., 192L,, p. 3k, y New York:; George

15, Interview, Rev. Father Vietor George,. St, Nicholas Syrisn
Orthodox Chureh, arit Avenus, Bridgeport, Connectleut,
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wenr beards sud unbobbsd hair, whlle in this country the formal

attire of Priests 1s permissible., The youth group is 8 new
adjunct to the Church, ms 1s the officisl Board of Trustees, both

unheard of in Syrls.

OQUTSTANDING SYRIANS IN THE BRIDGEPORT AREA

Although the mﬂomuaur contribution that the Syrlans have
made has been ecollectively, there ars many individusls who stand
out for their personsl contribution in the community.

Like most minority groups who have Ewmumnmm to the Unlted
States, the first generation Syrians were hendicapped by thelr
insbility to speak, read, or write Engllish, These peopls workad
di1igently, however, to save senough money to insure the education
of their children,

Among the first Syrisans to attend college wers the Mike
children, 3pero, John, Nicholas and Mary. The three boya are all
successful enginears, The privilege of designing a necklace
for & member of the Rockefeller famlly was glven to one of the aoms.

The closely kmit m«uwnnm in our area are repreaented in

almost svery professional yursuit, Many heve become prominent
engineers, lawyers, teachers, artists and businessmen,
John Midney is one of these succesaful persons. Having re-
celved an engineering degres from :nunnoucmomnn Institute of
Taechnology, he then went to Yale where he esrned his law dsgree.
Another attorney, Georgs Shamiss, has recently been appointed
Prasident of the Beard of Bridgeport Fire Commissloners,

In the fleld of comuerclal art, George Zariff snd Henry J.
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Sheweh have made thelir presence felt.

Another Tield in which the Syrian Americans have mede im-
portant contributlons 1s that of education, Although it 1lsn't
possible to 1ist all of tha pecple who have become succesaful
sdusators we will name a few to indleate the number of teachers
of Syrian descent: Joen Beter, Mary mmozma. Julis Macol Wonnebargsr,
George Desb, Albert Chapar, Nichelas Macol maw Samuel Sadile,

There are elsc several Syrlans who have mnw»uqmn success
gs partners in variocus business enterprises., John Wassra, and
George N. Macol are partners in the American Bsnana Co., while
Louis Shemas wee a partner in the Chemical Pleting Compeny and
owned the U.8, Plating Company.

The Syrians alsc have several store owners within their
group, Micheel Terek cwne the Nile Awning Compeny and several
other aouoﬂmuwm heve their own retall markets. Betar's Market,
Gaorge's Market, Cut Spring Grocery, end Zemary's Market are sll
loeal stores with Syrimm-imericen proprietors, The Rev, Father
Victor ¥, George ss the Pastor of St. Nicholas Eastern ouewomox
Church on FPark Avenue 13 the spiritusl leeder of the Syrian com-
munity and 83 such. has been the most domlnsut foree in promoting
inter-group understending,

This brief sampling of some of the outstanding Syriens in
Bridgeport should Indicate the wide scope of interest displayed
by the Syrian-Americens, not to mention the versatility with which

they adapt themselves to the needs of their commnity.
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APPENDIX
{RBANESE IN THE GREATER BRIDGEPORT AREA.

Eistorical Background

Lebanon, an infent republic, with & populstion of approxl-
mately 1,000,000 is half the size of New Jerssy. The land has a
historical spsn of aome five thousand years, about thirty times
that of the Unlted manwom.wo

“In the late 1870's Lebanese emigrents atarted grriving In
Americs in small numbers. Stray ones had panched the Atlantic
stiores befors, but the movement did not develop iluto s mass one
until the early :psowwmu.pd Between 1900 and 1914 the population
of the country is =aid %o have been diminished by one fourth or
100,000, through emigration to the fap corners of the globe. The
estimated number, with their descendants, In the United Stetes
1s a ouarter of s milllomj in Brazil - the largest center - a

third of & E»HHpos.Hm

Most of the Lebanese in the United States live in the large

urban centers on the eastern coast, particularly Wew York snd

19
Boston,

Mgst Lebsnese left thelr native country for the economle

sdvencement they hoped to achieve in America. There was little

16, Hitti, Philip K. Lebanon in History, London: MacMillan %

Co.y Ltd., HOW.H- Pe 97.
17, Ibid,,p. b7b,
18; Inid, p. 382-30h4,

19, ¥.A. "10,000 Attend Mahre Jan Here" The Bridee ort Post,
Sept. 5, 1933
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religious persaecution in Lebanon; In fact Lebenon has often bseen
a haven for perascuted Chriatians { Armetiian twﬁnu.mo
In Bridgeport the immlgrsnts settled on the east side of
town, end todsy number about 200, One of the oldest Lebanese
ramilies in Brildgeport, according to Mr, James Leon, 1s the

21
Joseph Ssad family of 26 Clsrence Strest.

Fraternal Orgenlzations

Tn 1933, the Bridgeport Fost advertised the snnual meet~-
ing or "Mshrajsn" whleh took place In Bridgeport bacause of 1ts
central locality snd accesslbility by motor car from the ten
states where the majority of the 250,000 Lebanese in the Unlted
States ﬁuunmm.mm

™he Mahrajan 12 a non-sedtarian orgenization, national
rather than religious in scope, "The League (Lebsnon Lesague
of Progresa) seeks progresa of their members and thelr race in
Americs, It wu also held to provide an opportunity for country-
men to mHm«odnnua.amu

At one time there was a falrly sctive fraternsl orgeniza-

tion in the Grester Bridgeport Area ¢alled the Knights of '

20, Personel Interview with Atty. Goorge Genim, 1202 Main Street, )
Bridgeport. ‘

21, Personal Intervliew with Mr. Jemea Leon, 1766 Stratford Ave. .
Bridgeport.

22, ¥W.A, "hOOO Syrian End Lebanese Sessions Hare®, The Bridgeport
Post, (Sept, 12, 1933), .

23, N.A. "Lebansse Open Sessions Here", The Bridgeport Times 3ter,
{Sept. 28, 1940).

lebanon, This organization was made up of both Syrians and
TLebanese, but aa nationslistic feelings nmounuon. the two groups
moved apart snd the ¥nights of Lebancn beceme & so-cslled fpaper”

2l

organization.
Today thers 1s only one Lebanese social orgsnization In

Bridgeport. This orgsnization is sxclusively for women and 1is
called the "Daughters of Lebanem", They meet at the Tnternational
Tnstitute of Bridgeport at L7 Sherwood Ave. Mrs. Charles Saad

i1s the current prasident of the organization and Mps, Thomas

Saad 18 Vice Presldent. Reglstered ac a charitable orgsnization,
they particlpate in eivie activitles in sddition to the help

given Lebanese femilies in need. At present, there are twenty-

25

five active members in this group.

Acculturstion

The tendency towards fraternization st 1east on e natlonal
assale seems to have 1essened consldersbly sipoce 1940, that year
being the lest time 8 Mshrejsn {(an snnual affair) was held In
Bridgeport, FPerheps the war interrupted thess festivals; but
the continued abandonment since then ig probably due to the as-
similation of latter generations of Lebanese.

>5oaqu.uoomos. for the bresking down of this former

2. Peraonal Interview with GQeorge Ganim, Attornsy-at-law,
1202 Main Street, Bridgeport.

26, Personal Interview with Jemes Leon, 1766 Stratford Ave.,
Bridgeports
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onououwuﬁmﬂ might be the leck of & ssparate church for the m MMMMMMMMNIMMMM
Lebanese, Their adherence to the Maronite feith of thelr forefathers
The cultural tle between the 200 Lebanese residing in oﬁnuno«oﬂpuo the Lebanese gharistians here. "Becsuse there iz no
Bridgeport 13 not too stromg due to the fact that there 1z mno church of the Meronlte in this city, the nearest basing in Dan-
tndividusl "common denominator”, The Lebanese, for the moat bury, the Maronltes attend the Roman Catholle cssuoﬂ.amo

part, are Roman Catholles; thus, their religious tles are not However, aince the construction of 5t. Nicholas Syrian
“oM”Wnno from those of other nationalltes adhering to the HRomen Orthodox Church on North Perk Avenue, some of the Lebsnese have
| oH“”oH“wM”.n great deal of assimilation on th | e e o, e 1 e o o 1.

e part of the of the Maronite church, founded in the saventh century by m«.uo

Lebanese in this arsa due to (1) th
(1) e fusing together of many Maron, is Arlmac of Syriac, in contrast to the Latin liturgy.

nationel cultures through the Roman Cstholic Church end {2) the
11

smell number of Lebanese residing in this area. There is a com- E 1 4 Educatl
conomics sn ueation

27

peratively large smount of Intermerrla ,
&e In Lebsnon, most were employed as smell merchants and

The strongest unit of the Lebanese in Amerl
erica, as far as farmers. In Bridgeport, most are in the business field such a3 =

cultural aspeots sre concerned, is the femlly group which 18
groecsry store owners, real estate agents, manufacturers, and

very clossly knit emong people of this natlonalit
y. Apart from 4extile merchants. The largest Lebanese pusiness enterprise In

ths strong family tiss, the fLebaness have dlverse interestas, Brid t 13 the Hawle Me ufacturing Company
ridgepor awle Men c .

occupations, and aress of 1iving; and demonstrate a desire for

28 A Mr. Sead, one of the original settlers, is 3 retired am-

cultural nnuwspwwapou.
o ployee of ths Bridgeport Fabrios Compeny (it just went out of

pusiness) hinting that many of the early immigrants from Lebanon

26, Parsonsl Interview with Reverend Father Victor George

gmn

8%, Nicholas Syrian Orthodox Chureh. i 29, Anne tﬁbw-uh "or wmmwuo and Places”, The Bridgeport Sunda
! Post, (July 27, 1958).
27. Personal Interview with George Genim, Attorney-at-Law . 20 Hdpn. "ot woowwo end Places”
& I.II!.I.. . *

1202 Main Street, Bridgeport.

28, Ibid, CGeorge Ganlm, R LITIE o aridgoport

31, Peracnal Interviews with Attt
Stratford Ave., Bridgeport.

’ Bridgeport, and James Leon, 17
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worked with materials and fgbrica in one way or gnothar (one
of the Saloomeys established the uupmmououw Fmoroidery Company]) «
As 1z common of most second and third gensration fmmigrant
groups some of the ILsbanese took to the professions. This is
true of the Genims, Raymond and George, who are presently prec-
ticing lew in the fim of Genim and Genim.
Most of the Lebanese of today are falrly well educated,

possessing -at lemst & high school education,.

Prominent Lebanese-Americans in the Bridgeport Area

Mps, Cstherine Betar - owns the Nile Awning Company, Inc.,
168 Kenwood Avenue, Bridgeports

George snd Raymopd Genim - promlnent Attorneys-at-law, 1202

ain Street, Bridgeport.

Joseph W. Genim - owns the Chemlcal Plating Company, 120 Bruce
Avenue, Bridgeports

Jacob and Michsel Hawle - own and opersats the Hawie Manufectur-
ing Co., 729 Yorth Washington Avenue,
Bridgeport.

Jemes J, Leon - smployed by the United States Government as a
State Auctioneer. He 18 glsc the owner
of The Leon Store Fixtures, Inc.

Ned J, Leon - Former Sheriff of Feirfield County.

e et

Cherles and Philip Sead - own and operate the Baad Self-Service
Market, 280 Parrott Avenue, Bridgeport.

Raymond_Ssloomey - owns and operates Ceder's Restsurant in
Southport.
Sassin Saloome - owns and operates the 3 & S Dugout Res-
teurant.

Jeack Wakin - own and operate Audibén Candy Store,
1262 Main Straet, Bridgeports

Mr. sand Mrs. Psul Wekin -~ own and operate Wakin's Candy 3tore
1385 Msin Street, Bridgeport.
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gghted (Sidney) Karam, partner in the Lake Motors estab=
1ishment, is & sscond generstion Lsbenesa. His father, Thomas
Karsm, arrived here early in the 1900ts. Sghied, as well &3 hi:
father, 1a of royal bleod, both being descendants of Prince
Joseph Bey Karam, who in 1890 freed the Lebeness Trom the Turks
His statue can be found in the Lebenese pavillian in the United
Nstions Building.

Thomas Karam was born in the city of Zgharte, the birth-

place of Princs Joseph, Upon arriving in the United States The

Karsm lived in Troy for & short time before settling in Brldge-

He became 8 partner in s large wholesale fruit end prodi

32
compeny; he is now retired.

Another Lebanese family in the Brldgeport area is thet o

part,

Fram F. Sead. Mr. gead was marrisd to Mrs. Shafica F. Saed
for H2 years until her death tn 1959. Mr. Saad was one of the
first Lebanese irmigrents to come to Bridgeport, arpiving In.
1905 from Blskinta, L.ebsnon.

The Sasds had four children:

@Genevieve F. Sagd, who 13 now ¥Mrs, Samuel Carter
Thomas F, Sesd, who 1s & salesman for Seeman
muoﬁwouw Wholesale Groocers

Charles end Phill ¥, Sasd,

A1l of the women of the Saad Family are getive in the Deughte

of Lebsnon of which Mrs, Charles F. gaad 1s ths pregident.

.I\I|..|II.I|I|II||I|.I

32, Peprsonal Tnterview with gahled (Sidney) Xarsm.
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