
WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST? 
This question, or its modi­

fied forp:1, "What are the 
churches of Christ?'' is asked 
quite often by persons who 
have not had occasion to ei­
ther hear or study the his­
tory and beliefs of this par­
t i c u I a r brolherhood of 
churches. Historically, 
churches of Christ share the 
same general background as 
the Disciples of Christ, or 
what is sometimes known as 
!he Christian Church. In 1906 
the federal census listed the 
two groups separately, and 
since that date each has gone 
its respective way, following 
their particular interpreta­
tions of those basic principles 
set forth in what is known 
as "The Restoration Move­
ment." 

The "Restoration Move­
ment," as its leaders soon 
came to identify it, rooted in 
religious conditions prevailing 
on both sides of the Atlantic 
in the late !Sth and early 
part of the 19th century. Prol­
estantism, both in Europe and 
in America, at this time was 
strongly influenced and col­
ored by Calvinism. Denomina­
tional bigotry, expressed in 
rigid creeds and intolerant at­
titudes of Christians toward 
various religious bodies, was 

prevalent in Europe (espe­
cially in Great Britain) as 
well as the eastern half of the 
United States. 

To ignore the European 
background of this "Restora­
tion Movement" by referring 
to it as the most indigenous 
(that is. native) of all Ameri­
can churcl1es evidences a his­
torical unawareness of serious 
import. 

Serious minded men on both 
sides of the Atlantic became 
deeply concerned about the 
divided conditions prevailing 
in the Christian world, and 
initiated efforts to unify all of 
God's people. The goal of 
these leaders was lbe unity 
or Christ's followers. and the 
method through which such 
unitv would be achieved was 
the 'i-estoration of New Testa­
ment Christianity. 

Perhaps the best k n o w n 
European leaders were the 
Haldane brothers, James and 
Robert, who rebelled against 
the rigid formalism and lack 
or e11angelistic fervor charac­
teristic of the Churoh of Scot­
land at that time. 

Other Scots to take similar 
action were John Glas, Rob­
ert Sandeman, and Grenville 
Ewing. In a theological school 
organized by Ewing in Edin-

burgh, Alexander Campbell 
received his initial education 
and without doubt was influ­
enced in his thinking by the 
leaders already mentioned. 

In America, di:;satisfaction 
was felt in various regions, 
with individual leaders strik­
ing out in their respective 
methods to unify God's peo­
ple. James O'Kelly, on Christ­
mas Day, 1793, officially sev- \ 
ered all connections with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and called upon others to join 
with him in taking the Bible 
as their only authority and 
creed. 

His energies were felt pri­
marily in Virginia and North 
Carolina, where he reportedly 
led several thousand per!'ons 
to accept the newly stated 
principles of New Testament 
Christianity. 

These principles recognized 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
only Head of the Church; the 
name Christian to the exclu­
sion of all party and sectarian 
names; the Bible, or Word of 
God, as the only adequate 
rule of faith and practice; 
Christian character as the 
basis of church fellowship; 
and the liberty of Christian 
conscience with private judg­
ment as the privilege and 
duty of all. 

In New E n g I a n d Elias 
Smith and Ab n e r J ones 
were setting forth very simi­
lar "Restoration principles'' 
to those advocated by the 
O'Kelly group. To the south in 
Tennessee and Kentucky, a 
Presbyterian preacher named 
Barton W. Stone was launch­
ing an evangelistic revival 
movement in 1801 with per­
haps 30,000 persons in attend­
ance. 

Stone's thinking and preach­
ing, however, involved him 
in difficulty with the Presby­
terian Church, from which he 
withdrew to establish the 
Springfield Presbytery. With· 
in three years he willed the 
demise of this organization in 
his now famous, "Last Will 
and Testament," a document 
calling for unity of God's peo­
ple in the one Body of CAlrist. 

From Ireland came Thoma" 
Campbell in 1807, Seceder 
Presbyterian preacher, soon 
followed by the family, includ­
ing his son Alexander, who 
was destined to become per­
haps the most famous or the 
"Restorers." Thomas Camp­
bell, sharing the similar dis· 
affections which have been 
mentioned, soon found himself 
out of favor with his Presby­
tery. 

Alexander, h a v in g now 

joined his father in Pennsyl­
vania, devoted himself to an 
intensive study of the 1J1b!e 
for s e \' e r a 1 yenrs, and 

, emerged as the most PO\\ cr­
ful and influential leader of 
the movement. F r o m New 
England, Virginia and North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ten­
nessee and Kentucky. these 
sectional e r f o rt s eventually 
gravitated together, and, find­
ing much common ground, the 
combined "Restoration Move­
m«mt" for New Testament 
Christianily was full-born. 

About the middle of the 
19th century this move­
ment 9llffered a grievous hurt 
when it divided over the es­
tablishment of the American 
Christian Missionary Society 
in 1849, and the introduction 
o[ instrumental music into 
worship about a decade later. 
The churches holding firmly 
to the Restoration principle of 
"Where the Bible speaks, we 
speak; where the Bible is si­
lent, we are silent" rejected 
both missionary society and 
tl1e instrument: while other 
churches in the movement re­
ceived both. The final result 
was the division between the 
churches of Christ and the 
Disciples, or Christian Church. 
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About the author: Dr. 
Joseph F. Jones, author of 
this article, is minister bf 
Northwest Church of Christ, 
Detroit, and professor of 
Bible and church history at 
Michigan Christion College. 
He hos served in the min· 
istry of churches of Christ j 

for 22 years, and engaged 
in ext e n s iv e evongelis1ic 
travels in both United Stoles 
and Canada. Dr. Jones 
formerly served as a dean 
at Oklahoma Christian Col· 
lege, and head of the divi­
sion of lil:lcial sciences. His 
academic on d theological 
education includes graduate 
degrees from Pepperdine 
College, University of Mich­
igan, and the Oklahoma 
State University, frbm which 
he earned the doctorate, 
with additional studies ot 
Vanderbilt University and 
Butler University. He is well­
known among chourches of 
Christ os a writer, lecturer, 
and Christion educa~r. 

What is the status 
of churches of Christ 
today? 

C'h1.1.rches of Chri~t in the 
United States today constitute 
a brotherhood of 2.300.000 
members. in approximately 
19.000 congregations. and are 
served by perhaps more than 
8,000 ministers. 

In metropolitan D c t r o i t 
alone there are more than 60 
churches of Christ, with o 
membership exceeding 11,000. 
These churches maintain a 
'Viholesome congregational au­
tonomy, working harmoniously 
in fellowship projects too ex­
tensive for one church; but 
~ithout any attempted con­
trol from any "national head­
quarters." 

How are the indi· 
vidual members and 
churches designated? 

The terms "c h u r c h of 
Ghrist" or "churches of 
Christ" are not used in a de­
nominational s e n s e. Gra· 
:matically, they describe the 
diurch as the possession or 
Christ; they are of, or belong­
ing to, the Lord. Nor is the 
term "church of Christ" an 
exclusive e.."<J>rcss1on to desig­
nate the church. Various dc­
&eriptive words or expressions 
indicate the nature of the 
church. such as "the body of 
Chnst," "the family of God," 
"'the church of God." Some­
times the church is designated 
in reference to its member­
ship es "the church of the 
firstborn." or the "churches 
of all the saints." But in real­
ity the New Testament church 
has no name. It is simply "the 
church" 
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,. Individual members of the 
c h u r c h, likewise, are vari­
ously designated in terms of 

• t h e i r relationship to God 
• Christ, one another, or self: 
• w'\s learners aI Christ's teach­

ing, they are disciples; in 
\~cw of their cleansing in con-

• version, they are designated 
as saints; since they are re­
lated to other Christians, they 

.Z are "brot~rs. or sisters, in 
• J:?uist." In their special reJa. 

t1onsh1p to Jesus Christ, mem­
bers of the church are known 
"'5 "Christians:" and being in 
the family of God, they are 

'111s children-sons and daugh­
ters of the Father. It is 
significant that in the New 
Testament such terms or 

• ~·ords referring to individual 
mem'?ers are not proper titles 
denoting some special office 
in the church, but rather de­
'Seriptive of the Christian's 
nature. 



"'- What do churches 
"Of Christ believe 
about religious au­

• ~hority? 
.; Churches of Chnst exalt (or 

desire to) Jnus ns the Lord 
of hfc. He 1s the ultimate in 
the progrc s1ve nnd historical 
rcvt>lat1on of God's will. Of 
H1m .. ~lf He sn1d. "I nm the 
way, nnd the truth, and the 
liCC', no man comes to the Fn· 
th r, but by Mc" (John 14:6) 
As the risen Lord, He claimed 
nil authority {po\\ er) to rule 
hfe, command the church, nnd 

.. to reveal the Will of God. 
(Matt. 28: 18·20) 
The nffinnnt1on of Jesus' ul­

timate •au tho r it y points 
churches of Christ to His liv· 
ing and written Word, known 
as the Dible. In the Sncred 

,Scriptures, containing both 
Old and New Testaments, 

... ~od·, \\ill is made known. 
'While the entire B i b I e is 
vie\\ cd as Divinely revealed 
end God-breathed (inspired) 
through chosen men, the New 
Testament is seen as the 
source Yihich exalts Jesus es 
the fulfillment of God's pur­
poses and promlSCS in the Old 
Testament. Hence, for the 
Christian the New Testament 
s ngularly authoritative 111 

&onvers1on and Christian life. 
While attitudes to\liard vari­

owi translations of the Bible 
urv throughout the brother­
'hood, the prevailing v i e w 
seems to be a Y.hole ome ac­
ceptance of the results of Bib­
lical research m an effort to 
.arrive at the purest text pos­
lilblc of the original Hebrew 
11nd Greek Scriptures. Such a 
.\·1cw does not appcnr to be 
inconsistent with belief in the 
doctrine of full inspiration 

- .. I a i m c d in the Scriptures 
' themselves (II Tim. 3: 16-17) 

What general view 
is taken toward mlr­

.. aclcs? 

• , .. 

Amon th leadership in 
churches or Chnst exists the 
con\1Ct on that belief m the 
concept of the supernatural 
1 neither unreasonable nor 
un cicntific; but conforms per­
fectly with the nature of God 
as set forth in S c r i p tu re. 
Hence, miracles are viewed 
as related to the nature and 
purposes of God in His world, 
for H1 children. 

(' mmg flu c h miracles 
ll e Virgin Barth nnd Res-

urrect1on of Jesus, churches 
of Chnst view them as essen­
tial in the total revelation of 
G~·~ ~cmpth·e plan. In the 
V1rg1n Barth, God is believed 
to have become mcamate; in 
the Resurrection His plans for 
human redemption are fully 
vindicated Churches of Christ 
understand the Resurrection 
to ha\•e constituted the very 
!!5sence of apostolic preach­
mg and early Christian faith. 
(I Cor. 15: 1-4; I Pet. 1:3) 

The fundamental question is 
not whether one or two mira­
cles could or did happen. but 
wh~ther the God portrayed in 
Scripture chose to use such 
means for the revealing of 
His will; and further whether 
the his tori c n 1 documents 
which testify to these miracles 
are trustworthy. Churches of 
Christ believe the Old and 
New Testament documents to 
be fully reliable under the 
canons of historic criticism. 

What about the na­
ture of God? 

Histor1cally, churches of 
Christ ha'<e d ouraged au­
thoritative creedal statements 
as essential to Christian mem· 
bersh1p. S u c h statements 
about any fundamental doc­
tnne are not found; but there 
is general agreement, for ex­
ample. that the God of revela­
tion is personal, all-wise and 
knowing, all-powerful to exe­
cute His ultimate purposes. 
In essence He is love creative 
and forgiving. He is' Lord of 
n!ltions, the church, the indi­
vidual. Mnking such a God 
knowledgeable to the nations 
affords much of the dynamic 

I 
for e v a n g e I i s m amon 
churches of Christ. g 

What is believed 
about the nature of 
Christ? 

Jesus, born of the Virgin 
M~ry •. conc~ived of the Holy 
Spint, 1s believed the incarna­
tion of God. Ile was God in 
the flesh; hence, the idea and 
word of incarnation w h i ch 
literally means, "God become 
Ilcsh." Churches of Christ ac· 
ccpt the testimony of the 
Gospel of John, "And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and 
truth; we have beheld his 
glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father." {John 1:14) 

What is believed 
about t he Holy Spirit? 

That the Scriptures t e a c h 
the unity of the one God, as 
well as the three persons of 
the Godhead (Father, Son. 
and Holy Spirit) churches of 
Christ accept. 

While some in d ividual 
scholars within the brother­
hood may pursue the theo­
logical implications of this 
doctrine, little a ttention is 
given to the mystery of the 
Trinity in ordinary preaching 
and teaching . 

Within the last few dec­
ades, however, more a tten­
tion has been given to the 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit as 
taught in Scripture. Many 
now understand and teach 
the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
as the life-giving source in 
conversion and the church (I 
Cor. 12:12·13); and belief in 
the "indwelling of the Spirit" 
is commonly held by most of 
the ministers in the church. 



W hat Is believed 
about the nature and 
organization of the 
church? 

The reality and nature of 
the church are presented in 
various ways in New Testa­
ment teaching. The church is 
the Body of Christ, composed 
of Christians who are mem· 
bers of it by virtue of their 
surrender in faith and bap­
tism. (I Cor. 12: 12-13) The 
church is the covenant people 
of God, the true Israel of God, 
according to Paul's language, 
(Gal. 6: 15, 16). The church is 
pictured in Scripture as the 
Family of God, the Fellowship 
of the Saints, and as the 
sphere in which God's Reign 
{Kingdom) is presently being 
worked out. (Col. 1: 13) In es­
sence, the church is a living, 
Spirit-filled, Divine-human or· 
ganism; it is not an organiza­
tion. 

For the effective realizntlon 
of its purposes, however, God 
set organizational structure 
within the church. Churches 
of Christ believe the Ne\\ 
Testament teaches that the 
Apostolic Church was congrc­
gationally oriented. Each con­
gregation had its own body of 
e I d e r s who exercised full 
oversight and pastoral care of 
the members. In the e a r I y 
church, ''elders", "pastors", 
and "bishops" were different 
terms applied to the same of­
fice, only expressing varying 
function9 of that office. Assist­
ing the elders was a body of 
special servants known as 
"deacons". Preachers, evan­
gelists, or ministers of the 
Word of God, served as her­
alds of Christ to proclaim the 
good news of salvation; some­
times they traveled; some­
times they worked in 1 o c a 1 
communities. Churches of 
Christ today follow this same 

apostolic pattern of church or- ) 
ganizntion for the effective 
realization of the church's 
mission. 

What a bout the 
worship in churches j 
of Christ? ~ 

Worship is the response of 
the creature to his Creator. 
ln public worship the con­
gregation seeks lo sense the 
presence of God, to adore and 
praise Him who alone is 
praiseworthy. The worship 
m i g h t be characterized as 
God-centered, reverent, sim· 
ple in form, and personal. 

Through hymns and spiri­
tual songs the congregation 
praises God, teaches, admon­
ishes, and e n c o u r a g e s in 
Christian faith. The singing in 
churches of Christ is without 
instrumental accompaniment, 
in consistent respect for New 
Testament s i I en c e about 
such music in Christian wor­
ship. 

The Lord's Supper is ob­
served every Lord's Day, m 
following the example of the 
Apostolic church. 

That the early church met 
every first day of the week 
for the "breaking of bread" 
is evident in both the New j 
Testament documents and the 
Church Fathers'. In mean­
ing, the Supper is viewed as 
a memorial feast, in remem­
brance of Jesus• death and 
resurrection; it is a commun­
ion or fellowship, a sharing 
in His redemptive suffering 
on the cross; it is also inter­
preted as a proclamation, a 
living sermon. "For as often 
as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord's death until he 
comes." {I Cor. 11:26) 

Prayers are a vital and pre­
dominant element in the wor· 
ship of churches of Christ. 
They are led by any Chris· 
tian man of faith and godly 
conduct. The public reading 
of the Bible is, likewise, a 
regular element in the wor­
ship of most churche,, of 
Christ, although this may be 
done as a separate expression 
of worship. or incorporated 
by the minister in presenta· 
tion of his sermon. 

Preaching is a significant 
part of the total public serv· 
ice also. Although churches of 
Christ have no arbitrary 
standards of formal academic 
and theological training for 
their ministers (preachers), 
such men are usually very 
well trained in the knowledge 
of God's word. 

Churches of Christ are sup­
ported primarily by contribu· 
tions made on the Lord's Day. 
While tithing is not taught. as 
a New Testament require­
ment, many m e m b e r s of 
these churches give with lib· 
erality and generosity which 
exceeds the tithe. 

r 
What do churches 

of Christ teach about 
Christion unity? 

Jesus prayed that His dis­
ciples might "all be one". 
The apostles t a u g h t that 
Christians should be of one 
mind and heart, and th3t di­
visions among Christians are 
sinful. The Apostolic Church 
enjoyed a sense of unity, at 
least in its early stages, for 
Luke writes that the multi· 
tude of "those who believed 
were of one heart and soul." 
(Acts 4:32) Such unity is seen 
as the result of continuing 
"steadfastly in the apostles' 
teaching," in exalting Christ's 
Person and authority in the 
churc~. 

Churches of Christ believe 
that this is the road to true 
ecumenicity. Not an amalga­
mation of church organiza­
tions, nor a surrender of one 
denomination to another, is 
the secret to unity; but a 
mutual surrender of all who 
claim themselves as followers 
of Jesus to His ultimate 
authority. These churches be-



lieve that the mdiv1dual need 
be neither Protestant, Cntho-
ic, nor Jew, but simply 

Christian. The church corpor­
ately need not identify herself 
~th one single personality of 
Christian h i s t o r y, great 
though that person's contrib­
ution might hnve been: nor 
M-ith one specific doctrinal 
emphasis, whether it be bap­
tism, n given form of church 
government, or a quality of 
Christian conduct. Churches 
1of Christ humbly appeal for 
the remo\'ol of barriers of a ll 
kinds which have tended to 
iiivide God's people. 

Christians can be one in 
their commitn1ent to Christ, 
enjoy freedom in Christ to 
pursue truth, and con exer­
cise brotherly love in nil re­
lationships. This ideal of unity 
in purpose and spirit, with 
indi\•idual liberty in Christ, 
nnd love in nil things is an 
nspirotion of churches of 
Christ. Toward its more per­
rect renliznUon they daily 
It.rive. 

What about the na­
ture of man? 

Man is viewed as the crea­
ture of God, endowed with 
rational will and moral ca­
pacity. In the exercise of his 
n n t u r n l propensities man 
failed God. violated God's 
wilt for him. Sin is thus a 
failure to be nil that God wills 
for the creature; it is man's 
failure to realize his potential 
from creation. The Bible 
teaches that, "nil have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of 
Goel". (Rom. 3:23). In his sin­
ful predicament man needs 
God's intervention to save. No 
man can save himself. Man I 
has the potential from crca-
t on, however, to become 
either saint or sinner. 

What do churches 
of Christ teach about 
salvation? 

Since man was (is) incap­
able of redeeming himself 
from moral and spiritual 
wretchedness, it required the 
initiative of God to provide 
for his salvation. This the 
B ble affirms as the heart of 
the gospel. Salvation is by 
the grace of God through 
faith. (Eph. 2: 8) Grace is the 
undeserved goodness of God 
extended t o w n r d unworthy 
man. Regardless of what man 
may be asked to do in re­
sp011se ro this grace, no man 
can merit salvation. No man 
can live beyond God's expcc-

tions and thus accumulate a 
goodness of which others may 
draw. The idea of a treasury 
of merit is foreign to New 
Testament teaching. 

Faith in God is essential 10 
ming to God and pleasing 
m But before this faith can 

be effective in salvation 1t 
ust tum toward God in gen 

ume sorrow and dctermma 
t an to change. Such a chall8e 
of mind in sorrow and new 
resolve is repentance, de­
manded by Jesus Himself. 
"Unless you repent, you will 
all likewise perish." When the 
sinner truly turns toward God 
m repentance, he then accepts 
through faith (personal trust) 
the sacrifice of Jesus for his 
sins. (Acts 20:21) 

Personal trust in the Savior 
is embodied in the act of 
baptism. "For in Christ Jesus 
you arc nil sons of God, 
through faith. For as many 
of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ." 
(Gal. 3:26-27) Baptism sym­
bolizes the believer's death 
to sin and hts resurrection 
into the newness of life. 
(Rom. 6:4-5) Baptism re­
enacts Jesus' own death, bur­
ial, and resurrection, and 
serves to identify the peni­
tent believer with his Lord. 
Essential to such newness of 
life are repentance and bap-

1 
ism which the Apostle Peter 

demanded on Pentecost, "for 

the remission of sins." (Acts 
2 38) 

Smee faith is viewed as a 
rational act. repentance as a 
conscious turning away from 
sin and toward God, and bap­
tism as the total surrender 
of the penitent believer to 
his Lord, only persons of :re­
sponsible age are seen as 
proper subjects for conver­
sion and church membership. 

What is the rela­
tionship between the 
individual Christion 
and the church? 

Churches of Christ believe 
that the New Testament re­
lates the individual Christian 
and the church in an insep­
arable manner. The modem 
notion that one can be saved 
and "join the denomination of 
his choice" is foreign to Apos­
tolic teaching. That which 
saved persons on the day of 
Pentecost also made them 
members of the Body of 
Christ. "And the Lord added 
to their number day by day 
those who were being saved." 
(Acts 2:4i) Belie\'ers are 
baptized into Christ (Gal. 
3:27); but they are also bap­
tized into the Body of Christ, 
I Cor. 12: 13) which is the 
church (Col. 1: 17). When one 
is in Christ, he is in the 
church. 

What is believed 
about Christian life? 

Churches of Christ accept 
the goal of Christian living os 
Christ - likeness, or Christian 
maturity. The development of 
the total person inlo the im­
age of the Christ is the goal 
toward which the churches' 
educational ministry points. 
(Eph. 4: 11-13) Thus Christian 
behavior has as both its goal 
and standard the "mind of 
Christ." Such an aspiration 
cannot be realized through 
mere good habits or religious 
exercises, but must rely upon 
the indwelling power of the 
Holy Spirit (Gal. 5: 22-23). 
The Christian shares with the 
Apostle Paul the assurance of 
Divine strength: "I can do all 
things in him who strengthens 
me." (Phil. 4: 13) 



Do chu r ch e s of 
Christ believe in 
heaven and hell? 

Definitely so. The term 
"heaven," embodies the real­
ity of overcoming death and 
indescribable assurance of life 
with God. The term "hell" 
portrays the destiny of those 
who wilfully set themselves 
against God and his 1Cingdom. 

Christian faith in life be­
yond death is more than be· 
lief in immortality of the soul. 
Christian revelation teaches 
the resurrection and trans· 
formation of the body: and 
this is the essence of the 
Apostle's sublime passage on 
death and victory in I Cor­
inthians 15. How this new 
body will be made or what 
its nature will be, is not told. 
It is simply affirmed that 
since "flesh and blood can· 
not inherit the kingdom of 
God," that there will be a 
new body. a transformed spir­
itual body. 

The idea of annihilation 
after death is a denial of both 
the nature of man from crea­
tion and the plain affirmation 
of Biblical teaching. 

How do churches 
of Christ look upon 
evangelism? 

Churches of Christ see the 
evangelism of the world as 
their major task. They seek 
to recapture the burning zeal 
of the early Christians, who 
"went about preaching t h e 
word." (Acts 8:4). 

A sense of urgency under­
girds much of the pre~ching 
in the churches of Chnst, as 
non-Christians are urged to 
repent and accept Jesus as 
Christ and Savior. Sin is seen 
as real, damaging and defac­
ing potential sons of God. 
Men are lost and need to ac· 
cept God's grace in Jesus 
Christ. 

With these basic convictions 
it is understandable t h a t 
churches of Christ arc often 
characterized by a wholesome 
aggressiveness in personal 
evangelism, pulpit proclama· 
tion, radio and television ef· 
forts. and metropolitan cam· 
paigns to win the unsaved to 
Christ. 

What is the foreign 
missionary program 
of churches of Christ? 

Working without any organ· 
izntion higher than the local 
congregation. c 11 u r ch cs of 
Christ have, nevertheless, co· 

I operated in launching a dy· 
namic foreign evangelism 
program within the past two 
decades. At present there are 
approximately 250 Americ:an 
missionaries in 80 countnes 
around the world. 

What emphasis is 
placed upon Christian 
education? 

While the term "Christian 
education" has generally 
been associatt:d with the for­
mal academic institution in 
the brotherhood, it is now 
being re I a t e d more exten­
sively to the educational pro­
grams of local congregations. 
C h u r ch es are increasingly 
aware of their role as Go<l's 
educational agency "for the 
equipment of the saints. for 
the work of ministry. for 
building up the body of Christ, 
until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowl­
edge of the Son of God, to ma­
ture manhood, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ ••• " (Eph. 4: 12-13). 

With the new vision of the 
Christian education function 
before the churches, several 
significant advances in total 
church life have come. Manv 
congregations ha v e eithe·r 
added, enlarged, or otherwise 
improved their physical faC'il· 
ities, with educational pur­
poses in mind. 

Supplementing the educa­
tional work of the local 
churches and the Christian 
family are approximately :?O 
institutions of higher learning. 
Several of these colleges now 
offer graduate work in var­
ious fields, with special inter· 
est in the graduate degrees 
available in religion. 

Sharing the educational 
mission of the church also are 
a large number of religious 
publications, individually or 
corporately owned. While pro­
viding some educational con· 
tribution to the total church 
program, they perhap9 serve 
most effectively as brother­
hood news media. Thev also 
r e f 1 e c t sectional interests 
within the church, current 
trends in which tl1e entire 
brotherhood may have con­
cern, ancl stimulate I o c a 1 
churches in national or for· 
eign mission needs and pro­
grams. 

What abo ut the 
churche~ concern for 
social problems? 

The strong e m p has 1 s on 
congregational a u t o n o m y 
among the churches obviously 
implies that there are no gen­
eral authoritative church pol· 
icies relating 10 social ills. 
This does not imply, how· 
ever, a lack of concern or 
action on the part of churches 
in making the gospel relevant 
lo society's needs and prob­
lems. For instance. " h i I e 
there is no "brotherhood pol· 
icy" on racial questions, em­
phasis is placed on the Chris­
tian principles of oneness 111 

Christ, equality befor'! 6 .d, 
and the immorality of .:ii•­
crimination on the basis of 
color, race or social status. 
Church legislation does nol 
appear to be the Biblical ap· 
proach to such ills; but rather 
a vigorous and courageou~ 
ministry of Christian educa· 
tion, implemented in practi­
cal ways. 

This approach is now being 
effected in many areas of 
the b r o t he rho o d, with 
churches making no discrimi­
nation on such superficml 
grounds as race or color, but 
r a t h e r emphasizinr, that 
membership can only be 
based upon an obedient rec­
ognition of Jesus Christ as 
Lord. (Gal. 3:28) 



In such areas u divorce 
and remarnag and birth 
control the s;imc basrc ap­
p r o a c h rs followed. No 
"church policies" or legrsla­
tion can be made. Accepung 
the Will of God as re~ ca led 
fmnlly in His Son and found 
in the Sacred Scriptures, m· 
dividual Christians are en· 
cournged to pursue thor own 
study of truth and to relate 
it, accordingly, to life. 

It is true, however, that the 
membership of the churches 
largely looks to the \\ell­
tramed mm1sters and ciders 
for specific guidance in these 
areas. 

The churches of Chnst de­
sire to be "n people for God's 
0\\ n possession." They seek 
to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the church in personal 
conduct, end in all humnn :re­
l:ttionships. They writ 10 make 
Him known among rhe na· 
t1nns as the oourc e and secret 
of peace and good ~ 11 on 
earth. 

Christ, revealed in and 
through the Sacred Scrip­
tures, is the final au­
thority for Christians. 
Churches of Christ exalt 
this authority, appealing 
for o resurgence of the 
open Bible wherein God's 
will may be known. 


