This question, or its modi-
fied form, '‘What are the
churches of Christ?" is asked
quite often by persons wha
have not had occasion to ei-
ther hear or study the his-
tory and beliefs of this par-
ticular brotherhood of
churches. Historically,
churches of Christ share the
same general background as
the Disciples of Christ, or
what is sometimes known as
the Christian Church. In 1906
the federal census listed the
two groups separately, and
since that date each has gone
its respective way, following
their particular interpreta-
tions of those basic principles
set forth in what is known
as “The Restoration Move-
ment."’

The “‘Restoration Move-
ment,” as ils leaders soon
came to identify it, rooted in
religious conditions prevailing
on both sides of the Atlantic
in the late 18th and early
part of the 19th century. Prot-
estantism, both in Europe and
in America, at this time was
strongly influenced and col-
ored by Calvinism. Denomina-
tional bigotry, expressed in
rigid creeds and intolerant at-
titudes of Christians toward
various religious bodies, was

prevalent in Europe (espe-
cially in Great Britain) as
well as the eastern half of the
United States.

To ignore the European
background of this ‘“Restora-
tion Movement™ by referring
to it as the most indigenous
(that is, native) of all Ameri-
can churches evidences a his-
torical unawareness of serious
import.

Serious minded men on both
sides of the Atlantic became
deeply concerned about the
divided conditions prevailing
in the Christian world, an
initiated efforts to unify all of
God's people. The goal of
these leaders was the unity
of Christ's followers, and the
method through which such
unity would be achieved was
the restoration of New Testa-
ment Christianity.

Perhaps the best known
European leaders were the
Haldane brothers, James and
Robert, who rebelled against
the rigid formalism and lack
of evangelistic fervor charac-
teristic of the Church of Scot-
land at that time.

Other Scots to take similar
action were John Glas, Rob-
ert Sandeman, and Grenville
Ewing. In a theological school
organized by Ewing in Edin-

burgh, Alexander Campbell
received his initial education
e o b Chatg by e
enced in his y the
leaders already mentioned.

In America, dissatisfaction
was felt in various regions,
with individual leaders strik-
ing out in their respective
methods to unify God's peo-
ple. James O'Kelly, on Christ-
mas Day, 1793, officially sey- '
ered all connections with the
Methodist Episcopal Church,
and called upon others to join
with him in taking the Bible
as their only authority and
creed

His energies were felt pri-
marily in Virginia and North
Carolina, where he reportedly
led several thousand persons
to accept the newly stated
principles of New Testament
Christianity.

These principles recognized
the Lord Jesus Christ as the
only Head of the Church; the
name Christian to the exclu-
sion of all party and sectarian
names; the Bible, or Word of
God, as the only adequate
rule of faith and practice;
Christian character as the
basis of church fellowship;
and the Ii of Christian
conscience with private judg-
ment as the privilege and
duty of all.

In New England Elias
Smith and Abner Jones
were setting forth veéry simi-
lar ‘‘Restoration principles"
to those advocated by the
0'Kelly group. To the south in
Tennessee and Kentucky, a
Presbyterian preacher named
Barton W. Stone was launch-
ing an evangelistic revival
movement in 1801 with per-
haps 30,000 persons in attend-
ance.

Stone's thinking and preach-
ing, however, involved him
in difficulty with the Presby-
terian Church, from which he
withdrew t{o establish the
Springfield Preshytery. With-
in three years he willed the
demise aly this organization in
his now famous, "Last Will
and Testament,” a document
calling for unity of God’s peo-
ple in the one Body of Christ.

From Ireland came Thomas
Campbell in 1807, Seceder
Preshyterian preacher, soon
followed by the family, includ-
ing his son Alexander, who
was destined to become per-
haps the most famous of the
“Restorers.” Thomas Camp-
bell, sharing the similar dis-
affections which have been
mentioned, soon found himself
out of favor with his Presby-
tery.

Alexander, having now

joined his father in Pennsyl-
vania, devoted himself to an
intensive sfudy of the Bible
for several years, and
. emerged as the most power-
ful and influential leader of
the movement, From New
England, Virginia and North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ten-
nessee and Kentucky, these
sectional efforts eventuall
gravitated together, and, find-
ing much common ground, the
combined “Restoration Move-
ment” for New Testament-
Christianity was full-born.
About the middle of the
19th century this move-
ment suffered a grievous hurt
when it divided over the es-
tablishment of the American
Christian Missionary Society
in 1849, and the introduction
of ‘instrumental music into
worship about a decade later.
The churches holding firmly
to the Restoration principle of
“Where the Bible speaks, we
speak; where the Bible is si-
lent, we are silent” rejected
both missionary society and
the instrument; while other
churches in the movement re-
ceived both. The final result
was the division between the
churches of Christ and the
Disciples, or Christian Church.
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WHAT OUR RELIGIONS ARE

- THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

- EDITOR’S NOTE—The very nature of Christianity as viewed by churches of
Christ makes it impossible for one individual member to speak officially for these
‘eburches throughout the world. The answers suggested in this article, therefore, are
those of Dr. Jones as a minister of Christ and a Christian educator. He feels, bowever,
that the general beliefs and practices set forth in this article are shared by the main-
stream of Cbhristian leaders within the brotherbood of churches of Christ.
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- What is the status
of churches of Christ
today? % * Individual members of the |

" Churches of Christ in the
United States today constitute

a brotherhood of 2.300.000 Bitheir relationship
members, in approximately o ::l]:r?s:.rm another tn.jr iog
19,000 congregations, and are :! learners of Christ’s teach-
mgwlﬂmm h\es. lhxd'm disciples; in
In metropolitan Detroit 3 ra:, d’ml ..inm-l
there are more than 60 g m‘bz‘:‘w
of Christ, with % lated to other Christians, they
. tl!g o . -y o
m#mbmdn?chummhuin . are “brothers, . &m- sisters, in
Sholesome congrogationsi uo- " lionship o Jesus Christ, mem-
l E fellowship projects (oo . %m-m and being i
nsive for one church; but the family of God, they o
DR. JONES %Tgm any afmm hm- ©Mis children—sons and dan;li:
 any * 3 ters of the Father, i
About the author: Dr. quarters, significant that .igmt.he I;h:

Joseph F. Jones, author of

this article, is minister ©f How are the indi-

| Northwest Church of Christ,
' Detroit, and professor o!l
Bible and church history at
Michigan Christian Cellege.
He has served in the min-
istry of churches of Christ
for 22 years, and engaged

in extensive evangelistic
trovels in both United States
| and Canada. Dr. Jones
formerly served as a dean
at Oklahoma Christian Col-
lege, and head of the divi-
sion of social sciences. His
| academic and theological
education includes graduate
degrees from Pepperdine |
College, University of Mich-
igan, and the Oklohoma |
State University, from which
he earned the doctorate,
with additional studies at
Vanderbilt University and
Butler University, He is well-
known among churches of
Christ as a writer, lecturer,
and Christian educator.

vidual members and
churches designated?

,The terms “church of
d’hrisl" or “churches of
Christ” are not used in a de-
nominational sense. Gra-
;ltically. they describe the

urch as the possession of
Christ; they are of, or belong-
ing to, the Lord. Nor is the
term *‘church of Christ” an
exclusive expression to desig-
nate the church. Various de-
striptive words or expressions

me the nature of the
. such as “the body of

Christ.”" “the family of God,"
*‘the church of God.” Some-
times the church is designated
Jn reference to its member-
ship as “the church of the
firstborn,” or the *‘churches
of all the saints.”" But in real-
ity the New Testament church
has no name, It is simply “'the
chmh-"

members are not proper titles

:fgeuoting some special office

the chureh, but rather de-

s meriptive of the Christian's
“-nature.
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