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Only two children have come to 
the newly opened Oakland Chris­
tian Pre-School at the Oakland 
Church of Cbrtst in Southfield this 
morning 

Eddie, 3, who ls black, and Rob­
bie, 5, who Is white, are happily 
spending the day playing, eating 
and taking a nap to classical muslc 
togeUier, under the supervision of 
director Linda Hiter 

That's the way it should be, be­
lieves R Vernon Boyd, who ls co­
minister of the two-year-old 
church, which Is also led by minis-
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ter Kenneth Skeens. 
Boyd takes pride in the fact that 

his church is an ' mtegrated" one 
- from the pre-school to the con. 
gregatlon. Much of his ministry 
over a period of Sl years has dealt 
with promoting racial harmony, 
and the thes1S for his recently 
awarded doctor of mlnistry degree 
from Harding Graduate School of 
Religion, Memph15, Tenn , was 
focused on race relations In the 
Church of Christ as a whole, and 
on what a congregation can do to 
face up to integration 

"I believe If we can't get along 
down here, we won't be invited up 
there," he said. "There is a great 

n d for buildmg racial bridges." 

THE OAKLAND Church of 
Christ was formed by a merger of 
two ter Church of Christ congre­
gatio 

At that time, Boyd was minister 
of Strathmore Church of Christ In 
Detro t and hoped to expand pro­
grams and facilities. But the 
church, with a congregaUon of 
about 200, was hampered for rea· 
sons includmg space, be said. 

That's when they found that the 
Southfield Church of Christ was 
about to close Its doors as, over the 
years, Its congregation had dwin· 

died to about20 
The two churches merged to 

form the Oakland Church of 
Christ. at the old Southfield Church 
of Christ Iocauon, 22!55 W 11 
Mile. Most of Boyd's Detroit con· 
gregatlon followed 

The merger was a good one, he 
said And he enjoys the new loca· 
lion 

"One of the things everybody no­
tices when they come is the beaut!· 
ful wooded setting Everyone likes 
a church In the woods '' 

But there ls sun a lack of faclll· 
ties for all the programs and acliv· 
ilies of the 250-member church, he 

said Church bulldlngs are being 
renovated, and the goal IS to ex· 
pand on the m·acre property 

SOUTHFIELD ls a good loca­
tion for th~ ministry of the new 
church, as it is an Increasingly in· 
tegrated community, said Boyd 
"As the community changes, I re­
ally would prefer to have a blra· 
c1al congregation ' The congrega· 
lion ls about 60 percent black. 

The church, however, promotes 
racial understanding quietly. 

"It's not something we talk 
about, It's just something we do. 
It's been just really a beautiful 
blend of two cultures," said Boyd. 

He said that an integrated 
church Is not ln the "comfort zone" 
of everyone. 

"'I have come to accept the fact 
that the black culture and the 
white culture Just really are highly 
different In many ways," be said 

"We are just two to three gener­
ations away from slavery, and we 
really haven't overcome a lot of 
those problems 

"You have to do what you can to 
try and improve the situtation -
my generation is not going to solve 
all the problems 

"I tblnk the biracial setting en· 
abl blacks and whites to have a 
greater appreciation for different 
cultures," be said of his church "I 
like to think our worship style and 
worship program takes the best of 
both worlds and blends it together. 

"Genuine friendships have been 
formed across racial lines." 

THE CHURCH ls one of about 
60 Church of Christ churches in 
Michigan. It ls a non--denomina· 
tlonal church that originated in 
Tennessee, Texas and Arkansas, 
said Boyd AB a free, independent 
and seU-govemlng congregation, It 
acknowledges Christ alone as its 
head 

The new testament ls closely 
followed For that reason muus­
ters are not referred to as ' Rever­
end "The n w tcstam nt never 
used a spec al UUe for any per­
son said Boyd 

"Two key words to explain our 
church are 'restore and unity ' 
said Boyd 'Restore the church of 
the n w tament and unity of 
Christi n people on th bas of the 
church and the n w t menl 

Boyd, onglnally from Challa· 
nooga Tenn , has been a minlster 
Ince Ul55 He nd h wife, Allee, 

have six children 
Boyd said he wa inspired by 

Martin Luth r King In lhe 1960s 
and has pent much lime studying 
race relations in America He was 
invited to Detroit to become minis· 
tcr of the Stralhmore Church of 
Cbrtst because he had helped a 
church in Chicago a It dealt with 
changes resulting from communi 
ty Int gratlon 

Boyd looks forward to accom· 
pllsh ng goals such as building 
more Sunday School space and 
working toward more Christian 
education The church hopes to on 
day establish Its own Christian ele­
mentary school 

The preschool, wh ch state U­
cenced is open to all children age 
2~ to 6 years For more informa­
tion, call 352-9150. 

Some of the other programs at 
the church are a teen program, 
and women church members spon· 
sor such programs as a Holiday 
Benevolent program, in which 
food baskets arc made up and dis­
tributed to the needy 

Boyd teaches a weekly Bible 
class at the Arnold Home for sen· 
lor citizens In Detroit 

' We try to g t people to live 
their religion," said Boyd 'We're 
involved In the lives of people, and 
that's really what It's all about 


