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Kimberly Downs Initiates IMPAC/MS.0 
To 'Put Christ on the College Campus' 

B>· Myrtle Davidson 
LANSIN'G, Mich.-One of 

the most unusual steps ever 
taken to "put Christ on the 
state college campus" is beintt 
made now on the Michi~n 
State Uni\ersit\ campus in 
Lansing. · 

It's called IMPAC/Michigan 
State-initiatinJ,? the means for 
penetrating America "s cam
pu es-a name which leaders 
of the group hope will be used 
b) Christian leaders establish
ing student programs and 
churches of Christ on other 
college campuses to mean "im
pro\ing the methc><.b for pene
trating America's campuses.· 

·An impact for Christ-that'~ 
exact!) what wewanttomake: 
Lee Harrington, one of the three 
lMPAC leaders said. ·we want 
to share the good news about 
Christ with these students on 
the Michigan State University 

campus. We want to build a 
campus. 

Build Solidly 
·we want to build solid evan

gelistic stu<lent centers and edu
cational programs so that they 
can be with fellow Christians 
und continue to learn as souls 
are being won to Christ. and 
we want to establish a campus 
congregation of the church so 
the) '' 111 ha' e an acce sible 
place to worship and be directed 
in furthe! e\ angelisticefforts on 
campus. 

The IMPAC \\Ork is under 
the rule of the elders of the 
Kimberly Downs congregation 
In Lansing. They selected Har
rington, Reid Felps. and Bill 
Bowen to start a student pro
gram on the Michigan State 
campus. 

All three of these young men 
were working "ith the student 
center program at the Univer-

Reid Felps 

sit>• of Alabama under the di
rection of a pioneer of student 
center and Bible chair work, 
Kenneth Reed, minister of the 
University congregation in 
Tuscaloosa. 

Idea New 
The IMPAC idea is new

h 1t ft Is h • .:i partiaJJv on thr 
ten<'hing ncept uow found 
on several campuses and main I) 
on the evangelistic fen er found 
in an exodus concept. 

"From ourexpenenceweha'e 
found three main areas to cam
pus \\Ork for Christ; Harring
ton said. "The first area is the 
local ministry, which int'ludes 
tht• oversight of a School of 
Biblit'al Studies, the teaching 
conrept; the second is the di
rection of campus evangelistic 

· · lie 

Lee Harrington Jr. 

relations, oversight of physical 
facilities and responsibility for 
any financial endeavors.· 

Overlapping 
He added that the three over

lap extensively, and all are 
programmed and oriented 
toward the one ultimate goal 
of evangelizing th c h1pu of 
MSU. 

"IMPAC means that at least 
three trained \\ orkers, one to 
be responsible for each of these 
three areas, \\ill go to n state 
college campus to e'tablish a 
student program, to begin per
sonal work, and to establish a 
congregation of the chur('h with 
a School of Biblical Studies to 
pro\ide adequate Christian edu
cation on a college level. 
"If others could go to aid the 

work, especiall} secretaries an 

Bill Bowen 

students trained in campus 
evangelism or willing to be 
trained, the work would be 
strengthened,· HfArrington said. 

IMPAC Di&en 
Thus IMPAC differs from the 

Bible Chair arrangement, where 
in man} cases one worker m\\st 
trr to do all three jobs, and 
from the Exodus, where 100 or 
more people move into a com
munity to establish a chmcb. 

Harrington said that IMPAC 
e\:olved this way: 

·1 came to the University of 
Alabama in 1960, and for three 
years was totall) indifferent to 
the church. Then I began goin~ 
to the Unhersity Christian Stu
dent Center(U.C.S.C.), became 
involved in the Student Center 
acth-ities. and met Reid Felps, 
who had come to the U. of A. 
from Freed-Hardeman College 
(Henderson, Tenn.). 

·Reid was speaking at various 
congregations of the church in 
Alabama on week-ends. asking 
individual Christians to take 
calendar banks, the only means 
of financial support for the Stu
dent Center program. I asked to 
go along one week-end, and the 
first thing I knew, I too was 
placing the little banks on 
week-ends.· 

B.S. and Law School 
Harrington receh.ccl hh B.S. 

degree in rommcrcc uncl busi
ness in 1965, thl'll cntert·d Law 
School at thl' U. of A. Aftt..'rone 
semester, he clcdclC'd that there 
wen: ·more important things in 
life, - so he and Felps, who 
received his B.S. in i>')chology 
in 1966, entered summcuchool 
at Abilene Christian College to 
begin work on master's degree~ 
in Bible. 

In the fall of 1966, both of 
the )"Oung men \\'l'rt' hirt-d to 
work full·ti111e fort he Universitr 
Church of Christ. Harrington 
as development director of the 
student center, and Felps as 
personal work director for the 
church. 

Both of them taught in the 
School of Biblical Studies 
which had just begtln, with Bill 
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ister at Jackso1nille State Uni
versity in jacksomille, as 
director. 

Baclc to Abilene 
In the summer of 196i, Felps 

and Harrington returned to Abi
lene to continue their Bible 
studies, and Bowen, who held 
a B.S. degree in history from 
Jacksoll\ille State and an M.A. 
degree in New Testa-ment 
sh1dies from Harding College 
in Searer, Ark .. continued his 
work on a second M.A. degree 
in philosophy at the U. of A. 

·one afternoon in the fall 
after ~e arrfrecl back at the 
Unh-ersit), the three of us went 
across the street to S?;et a Coke. -
Harrington recalled. -one 
asked if either of the other two 
could e\er picture our lea\•ing 
the work at the Universit}' 
church-at that time I never 
thought I wonlcl-but after a 
pause, one responded with 'yes, 
if an opportunity to clo similar 
\\Ork elsewhere came along.· -

The three then began to work 
on such a pos ibilit). One of the 
first steps tlte) took was to 
contact l\lark Hick:>, who had 
been pcr~onal \\ork director at 
5th and Highland in Abilene 
but who had left that work to 
begin a student program at 
the Universit) of Florida. 

Several Places 
He suggested several places 

at Michigan State University, 
called Harrington and said that 
the Kimberly Downs congrega
tion in Lansing was extremely 
interested in starting campus 
work and had progressed quite 
far in their plans. 

·Lynn had no idea that we 
had even been thinking about 
doing this type work when he 
sugge~ted that we think about 
coming up and using our ex
pcrien<.·e to lead this effort,~ 
Harrington said. 

To Kimberly Downs 
Nelson submitted the three 

names to the elders of the Kim
berl)' Downs congregation, who 
sent applications and later 
asked them to come up for 
inter\ iews. 

There are many reasons why 
Michigan State should be the 
target of the first IMPAC. It 
is the largest on-campus uni
versity in the world, with some 

45,000 students expected in 
September of this year. It is a 
greater center of research and 
learning, and is continually ex
panding. And, as one dorm 
counselor told Harrington on 
a recent visit on campus, the 
college students need such a 
program. 

Harrington said that the three 
IMPAC leaders spent many 
hours tr}ing to decide where 
to go. Bowen, and his wife 
Nancy, were unable to go for 
the first interviews, but went 
later and were quite impre:;sed 
with the work and the possi
bility of establishing a student 
program on thecampusat MSU. 


