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Death Takes
Malcomson|

Funeral Rites Thursday
for Architect

Funeral services Tor William G.
Malcomson, veteran Detrolt archi-
tect who died Tuesday in his home,
61 Edison avenue, will be conducted | |
at 2 p. m., Thursday in the chapel ||
of. the William R. Hamilton Co.
Burial will be in the family lot in
Grand Lawn Cemetery.

The Rev. A. R. Holton, pastorof

the Plum Streef Chureh of Christ,
will be in charge of the serviges.
He will be assisted by the Rev,
Edgar DeWitt Jones :mcl the Rey.
Fred ©. Cowan,
- Mr. Mgalecomson's death  was
caused by & bronchial infection
which developed from a ¢old. He
was 85 years old.

Three-quarters of the publie
school huildings of Detroit erected
'since the late '90s were planned by
hitm and built under hig direction.
The major school project with
| which he was ldentified included the
old Central High School, now
| Wayne University, and the former
Roosevelt group, now known as the
|t‘.‘enml High School group. I

He was born {n Hamilton, Ont.,
April 7, 1853, and came to Detrait
|j_|:| 1857,

His firm also executed the: ex-
tenslve building program &t the
University of Detroif, the contract
for which was awarded after mﬂ
competitivgi?lags ﬁad becnm |
ted by architects all over W
States. f
OFFICTAL ARCHITECTS v -

While the name of mxnmhn
Eiszinbgthsm. as the M

nown for many years;, X
identified with many other build-
ings of a public and a private
ture, it was ps builders of sohi
that they established a lastm;\ r
in this community. For a
many vears they wers the officialll)
architects of the Detroit Board of
Education,

Mr, NMalcomson was of It
descent, despite his Scofch hame
both parents having berny mﬂm
of Ireland. Willam G. was reared
and lived most of his life in old
Corktown.

“His education consisted of public
school and business university
courses, after which he began his
preliminary architectural training
in the office of Joseph E. Sparks, of
Detroit. Associated with Sparks was
Prof. L. D, Wines, of tha University
of Michigan, under whom Mr, Mal-
comson studied mathematics, while
under the direction of Detroit
‘artists he took up perspective and
color work, J




COMPLETED COMMISSION

On the death of Mrs, Sparks, the
young student completed the gom-
missions bis preceptor had under-
taken, these tasks including the
main building and water tower of
the Detroit Water Works (as it was
then known). He next was em-
ployed in the office of Mortimer L.
Smith, architect, for several years,
and in 1885 he weni inlo business
on his own account, Five years
later he went into partnership with
William E. Higginbotham, an as-
sociation that' remained unbroken
for 33 years, until the death of Mr.
Higginbotham in 1923.

In 1882, while supervising the
construction of a building in Ridge-
town, Ont., he met and married
Miss Jennie McKinlay, a sister of
John F. McKinlay, Detroit attorney,
and former judge of the Common
Pleas Court.

They became the parenis of five
children: Mrs. M. N, Stickney;
Joseph Emmet, & surgeon in the
United States Navy and in his high
school days & well known track
star; Arthur, who died several
years ago after having been as-
soclated with his father In the
architectural 'profession; Mrs. Nor-
berfi D. Kulsavage and Mrs. C. W.
Gregory,

The Malcomson fown home was
af 61 Edison ayvenue, bhut he also
maintained a charming counfry
place at Orchard Lake in Oakland
County, to which he commuted
daily in the summer, and to which
he made frequent excursions in the
winfer to engage in his favorite
sport, tobograning, In 1927, when
he was T4 years old, he suffered an
accldent while tobogganing that put
him in the hospital, but he recov-
ered rapidly in spite of his years.

Only last June af its commence-
ment exercises Wayne University
conferred on him the honorary de-
gree of Master of Science in Ar-
chitecture, citing him as the archi-
‘tect and designer of many large
public buildings: inciuding 150 De-
troit schools.

EXTENSIVE TRAVEL

Mr. Malcomson traveled exten-
sively | through the . United States
and Canada, in study and observa-
tion, and several vears ago made &
tour of the Holy Land and Europe,
making a special study of the con-
struction of hospitals and educa-
tional buildings.

He was a member of the Detroit
Athletic Club, the Detroit Board of
Commerce, the Citizen's committee
on Industrinl Relations, the Detroit
Engineering Society, fhe American
Hospital Association, the Ndtional
Education Association, the Detroib
Museum of Art Founders Society,
the Detroit Historical Soclety and
the Gristmill Club. |

Besidé his wife and the four chil-
dren, he leaves hiz sister, Rachae
and a brot.herk Harry H. 11




