
Career Ends 

Death Takes 
Malcomson 

Funeral Rites Thursday 
for Architect 

Funeral .services ror William G. 
~Ialcomson. veteran Detroit archi
tect who died Tuesday In his home. 1 
61 Edison avenue, will be conducted 
at 2 p. m .. Thursda.y in the chapel 
oC the Wllliam R. Hamllton co. 
Burial will be in the family lot. In 
Grand Lawn Cemetery. 

The Rev. A. R. Holton, pnstor o! 
tl1e Plum Street Church of Christ, 
will be in chnrge of the ~ervlocs. 
He \\ill be assisted by the Rev. 
Edgar DeWitt Jones and lhe Rev. 
Fred c. Cowan. 

Mr. Malcomson's dea~h wais 
ca.used by a. bronch ia.l Infection 
which developed .from a cold. He 
was 8& vears old. 

Three-quarters of the public 
school buildings 01 Detroit erected 
since the late '90s were planned by 
hlm and bu1lL under his direction. 
The major school project with 
which he wa.'5 Identified Included the 
old Central High School, now 
Wayne University, and the former 
Roosevelt group, now known as the 
Central Rlgh School group. 

He v:as born 111 Hamilton Ont , 
April 7, 1853. and came to Detroit 
1n 1857. 

His firm also cxccutC'd the e.'t
tens1ve building program at the 
Uniyerslty o! Detroit, the contract 
for which was awarded after secret 
competitive plans had been submit
ted by architects all over th United 
State 
OFPICI \L ARCJllTI' CTS 

While the name or Mal omson & 
Higginbotham, as tho firm "' 
known for many ~car11. had been 
Identified with m1my other build· 
ings of a public and a private na
ture, 11; was as builders or 6Choo 
thaL lhcy established I\ lasting p 
In this communll,Y For a grea 
many years lhpy were the ofrlcial 
archltect.s o! tfle Oct.rot~ Bo rd of 
Education. 

Mr. ~talcomson was n! lrlllh 
descent, de.spite his Scotch name 
both po.rc.n!.:I ho.\'1•11: bc,.n !' ·" 
o! Ireland Wlllinm a. was reared 
and llved most of his life in old 
corktown. 

Hls education consisted of public 
school and busmess w1herslty 
courses. after which he began his 
preliminary nrchitecturol training 
m the office of Joseph E. Sparks. oI 
Detroit. Associated with Sparks was 
Prof. L. D. Wines, of the University 
of l\Ilch1"an. under whom ~Ir. Mal· 
comson studied mathematics, while 
under the direction ot Detroit 

I 
artists he took up perspective and 
color v.ork. 



COlUPLEl'ED C01\IMISSION 
On U1e death of Mrs. Sparks, the 

younl! student completed the com
missions hi.s preceptor had under
taken, these tasks including tbe 
main building and water tower of 
the Detroit Water Works (as it was 
then known), Re next was em
ployed m the office of Mortimer L. 
Smith, archltecl, for several years, 
and in 188.'i he went into business 
on his own account. .Five years 
Jate1· he went int-0 partnership with 
William E. Hlgg1nbotham, an as
sociation that remained w1broken 
for 33 years, w1tll the death o! Mr. 
Hhtg!nbolham in 1923. 

In 1882, while supervl~ing the 1 

construction of a bulldlu~ in Rldge
lown, 011t ... he met and married 
Miss .Jem1ie :McKinley. a slste1· ot 
John F. McKinlay. DeLr01t attorney, 
and 1ormer Judge of the Common 
Pleas Court. 

They became Lhe parents of five 
children: Mrs. M. N. Stickney; 
Joseph Emmet, a surgeon In the 
United States Navy and in his high 
school days a well known track 
star; Arthur, who died several 
years ago acter having been as
sociated with his father ln f,he 
ai:chitectural profession; Mrs. Nor
bert D. KUlsavage and Mrs. c. W. 
Gregory. 

The Malcomson town home was 
at 61 Edison avenue. but he also 
maintained a charming country 
place aL Orchard Lake in Oakland 
County, to which he commuted 
dally In the summer. and to which 
he made frequent e.xcursions in the 
win«lr to engage In his favorite 
sport, tobog11:aning. In 1927, when 
he was 74 yeius old, he suffered an 
accident while tobogganing that put 
him In lhe llosplt.al. but he recm·
ered rapidly in spite oC his year>. 

Only last June at its commence
ment exercises Wayne Universi~Y 
con!eri·cd on him the honorary de
gree of Master of Science ln Ar
chitecture. citing him as the archi
tect and de?Signer of many large 
public buildings lncludmg 150 De
troit schools. 
EXTE:N'SIYE TRA \'EL 

Mr. Malcomson lraveled e:-..-ten
sively through the United States 
nnd Canada, In study and observa
tion, and several years ago made a 
tour of the Holy Land and Ew·ope, 
making a special study of the con
struction of hospitals and eduoa
tlonnl buildings. 

He was a member of the Detroit I 
Athletic Club, the Detroit Board of 
Conm1erce, the Oitlzen•s committee 
on Industrlnt Relations, the Detroit 
Engineering Society, Lhe American ' 
Hospital Association, the National ' 
Education Association, the Detroit I 
Museum o! Art Founders Society, 
lhe Detroit Historical Society and I 
ihc G1·~tmill Club. , 

Beside his wL(e and the four r.hil-ij 
dren, he leaves his sister, Rachael 
and a brother, Harry H. 

llL 


