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Discovery Layer Interfaces 

(Single Search Catalogs) 



•Single search via compiled indexing, for integrated search of print 
and electronic resources, and institutional repositories 
 
•Full-text searching of article level resources from databases 
 
•Link resolver, built in, or working in conjunction with 
 
•A major, additional cost, to the library system.  Eventually we may 
see discovery interface costs bundled within the offerings of the new 
library automation platforms. 
 
•Next-Generation OPACs: Relevancy ranking, spell checking and 
search suggestion, tagging, rating, reviews, faceted searching, RSS, 
SMS (text-messaging), enriched content 

Components of Discovery Interfaces 
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•DALNET has hoped for years to adopt a single search platform but 
has never budgeted or planned for such a move. 
 
•DALNET members are discontented with our traditional, aging OPAC. 
 
•Next-generation OPACs, although not complete discovery tools, are 
still more advanced than our traditional OPAC. 
 
•Next-generation OPACs and advanced Discovery Layers can be 
implemented independently from an integrated library system. 
 
•DALNET may plan to adopt a major discovery platform simultaneous 
to a major system migration.  An economical next-generation OPAC 
product may also provide some change for the interim. 

Implications for DALNET 
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Discovery Layer Interfaces 
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•EBSCO Discovery Service 
 
•ExLibris Primo 
 
•Innovative Interfaces, Inc. (III) Encore 
 
•OCLC WorldCat Local 
 
•SerialsSolutions Summons 
 
•SirsiDynix Enterprise 
 
•VuFind 



•Full-text searching at the article level; 
additional fees for institutional repositories 

 

•Integration with print resources 

 

•Columbia College Chicago implementation 
at: http://www.lib.colum.edu/ 

http://www.ebscohost.com/discovery/ 
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•Platform/ILS independent, as with most next-
generation systems 

 

•Includes some full-text searching, e-resource 
management, and a shared knowledge base 

 

•New York University Libraries implementation at: 
http://www.bobcat.nyu.edu/ 

http://www.exlibrisgroup.com/category/PrimoOverview 
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•Another early entry in the 

next-generation interfaces; from III 

 

•Coupled with Pathfinder Pro, and 
Research Pro services, including 
article search results 

 

•WSU implementation at: 
http://encore.lib.wayne.edu 

III  
http://encoreforlibraries.com 
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•Part of OCLC’s “WorldShare” platform 

 

•Pulls in circulation data from your local system 

 

•Includes cover images, reviews, tagging, and more 

 

•Free Quick Start limited version of product: 
http://www.oclc.org/worldcatlocal/quickstart/default.htm 

 

•Check out WSU’s version of the free implementation at: 
http://wild.worldcat.org/ 

 

OCLC                 Local 
http://www.oclc.org/worldcatlocal/ 
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•Full-text searching at the article level 

 

•Integration with print resources 

 

•WMU implementation at: 
http://wmich.summon.serialssolutions.com 

SerialsSolutions 

http://www.serialssolutions.com/summon/ 
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•Possible to use as a website replacement for the 
library, with “Rooms” product built in 

 

•Includes catalog and database searching 

 

•Southern Maryland Regional Library Association 
implementation at: 
http://smrl.ent.sirsi.net/client/default 

http://www.sirsidynix.com/products/enterprise/ 
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•One of the original / lasting 
open source discovery platforms 

 

•OAI index harvesting; 
independent from ILS 

 

•Original Villanova University 
implementation at: 
https://library.villanova.edu/Find
/Search/Home 

 

http://vufind.org 
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Library Automation Platforms 

(The New Library Systems) 



•A computing platform includes some sort of hardware 
architecture and a software framework (including 
application frameworks), where the combination allows 
software, particularly application software, to run.  

– Wikipedia.org 

 

•Cloud Computing: hosted technological infrastructure 
with no local installation, accessed via a Web browser 

 

•Open Systems with Web APIs 
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What Is A Platform? 
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•Cloud computing: hosted technological infrastructure with no local 
installation, accessed via a Web browser 
 
•A single system for management of all library resources 
 
•Greater cooperation and shared data among institutions 
 
•Combined workflows, including digital asset management 
 
•Focus on fulfillment, patron driven 
 
•New and open systems with Web APIs 
 
•Scalability: for small, large, and groups 
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Components of Library Platforms 
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•DALNET has waited to migrate to a new system until there was a 
discernible difference in possible systems to adopt. 
 
•Adoption of a library system platform would completely change the 
technological infrastructure of DALNET, i.e. greatly reduce the number 
of servers and their costs for maintenance. 
 
•A new platform has the potential to allow DALNET members to 
redesign workflows for acquisition and processing of print and 
electronic resources, with more time to provide library services. 
 
•DALNET would be able to focus on services instead of spending the 
bulk of time on running the system. 
 
•Migration to a new system will necessitate a complete review and 
shift in focus for DALNET annual operating costs. 
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•ExLibris Alma, working with early adopters 

 

•Innovative Interfaces, Inc. (III), Sierra, in development 

 

•Kuali OLE (Open Library Environment), based on open   

  source and open systems 

 

•OCLC WorldShare, in general release 

 

•SerialsSolutions Intota, announced at ALA Midwinter 2012 

Library Automation Platforms 
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ExLibris Alma Library Management Services / URM (Unified Resource Management)/Primo 
http://www.exlibrisgroup.com/category/AlmaOverview 
http://discoveralma.com/ 
http://www.exlibrisgroup.com/category/URM_ResourceCenter 
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               Sierra  

Innovative Interfaces (III) Sierra/Encore 
http://sierra.iii.com/ 
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Kuali OLE 
http://kuali.org/ole 
http://kuali.org/OLE/Timeline 
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               OLE  

http://kuali.org/ole
http://kuali.org/OLE/Timeline


OCLC WorldShare Management Services 
http://www.oclc.org/webscale/ 
http://player.multicastmedia.com/player.php?p=y7rehn9h (video) 
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                    WorldShare  

http://www.oclc.org/webscale/
http://player.multicastmedia.com/player.php?p=y7rehn9h


SerialsSolutions Intota 
http://www.serialssolutions.com/en/services/intota 
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•Expansion of available library automation platforms 
within the next two years 

 

•Increased importance of discovery interfaces that 
integrate print and electronic resources in a single search 

 

•Integration of new library standards and adoption of  

non-library standards for open systems and linked data 

Future of the Library Systems 
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•Laying a foundation: completed migration to union catalog 
(single database) in 2009/2010, clean up in 2011/2012 
 
•Saving financial resources for a migration, planning financing 
for sustaining a new system 
 
•Defining what is needed out of the next system, involving the 
complete membership of the consortium 
 
•RFP (Request for Proposals) process 
 
•Reviewing the market and hosting product demonstrations 

Future DALNET Planning 
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There are no particular references for this presentation 
other than any hyperlinks provided. 

 

For more information on the ILS Industry, companies, and 
products see the Library Technology Guides web site at: 

http://www.librarytechnology.org 

 

For links to various discovery layer interfaces visit the 
online list provided by LTG at: 

http://www.librarytechnology.org/discovery.pl 

References 
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